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“47% decrease in 
employee turnover!” 








Qe That's claiming a lot for sound conditioning. Where’s your 
evidence? 


A. The Aetna Life Insurance Company. By actual test in its own 
offices, this leading company conclusively demonstrated that 
sound conditioning paid those dividends. What’s more, over-all 
efficiency of employees was increased 8.8%! 


Q. What does noise do to people to affect them so seriously? 


A. “There is both practical and experimental evidence,” says the 
Manual of Industrial Hygiene of the U. S. Public Health Service, 
“to indicate that noise produces fatigue, decreased efficiency, i im- 
paired hearing, emotional disturbances and neurosis.” 


Qe How does sound conditioning stop noise? 


A. Sound is reflected from a hard surface just as light is reflected 
from a mirror. Thus in an average room with hard plaster walls 
and ceiling, the sound, traveling at an approximate speed of 1120 
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“29% decrease in 
typists’ errors!” 


Your Clients can have Results like These 
if you specify Acousti-Celotex 


SOUND CONDITIONING! 
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“372% decrease 
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feet per second, will bounce around the room in all directions 
many times before the energy it contains is dissipated, or absorbed. 
In a sound conditioned room, the sound is not sustained by re- 
peated reflections. And loudness is lessened because the original 
sound dies out faster. 


Qa. What's the most widely used sound conditioning material? 


A. Acousti-Celotex*—the original and genuine perforated fibre 
tile. For more than 20 years Acousti-Celotex sound conditioning 
has paid real dividends in offices, schools, factories, hospitals, 
stores, banks, restaurants, churches and theaters. And the Acousti- 
Celotex distributor organization is the world’s most experienced 
~with the know-how of more than 100,000 acoustical installa- 
tions. So consult your local Acousti-Celotex distributor. His advice 
is yours without obligation and he guarantees results. 


FREE! "25 Answers to Questions on Sound Conditioning.” I: 
fact-packed booklet. Write: The Celotex Corporation, Dept. AF- — Chi- 


cago 3, Illinois. 
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Yes—welcome to a whole new world of 
beauty—authentic styling—distinctive qual- 
ity—for the homes you plan and build! 
Carrying on its 80-year-old tradition of fine 
craftsmanship in stock woodwork, Curtis 
now announces new and beautiful wood- 
work designs in wide variety—designs that 
bring distinction to any size and type of 
home—at low or moderate cost. These new 
woodwork styles embody the best thinking 
of nationally-known architects—the finest 





C-1724, designed by signed 
Cameron Clerk, Architect H. Roy’ Kelley, , ae 


the NEW Curtis Woodwork! 


construction and precision manufacture for 
which Curtis is so very well known. 

Only a few examples of the new Curtis 
Woodwork line can be shown here. You'll 
want complete illustrated information—and 
it’s yours for the asking. You'll also want to 
see the new Curtis Catalog and the big, new 
Curtis Style Book at your Curtis dealer’s 
office. Stop in soon! He has lots to tell you 
about the new Curtis Woodwork and the 
new Self-Fitting Silentite Window. 





The bowed fascia of this Curtis mantel Finely molded detail creates dignity and Derived from an unusual mantel in the 
accentuates its simple charm. One of the _ refinement in this new Curtis design. ballroom of the old Indian King Inn, 
many new Curtis designs, it follows the Like all Curtis mantels, quantity produc- near Haddonfield, N. J., this mantel 
tradition of the 18th Century. Design C- tion lowers cost. This is C-6040, designed design, C-6059, is a fine piece of cabinet 
6074, by George W. Stoddard, Architect. by Cameron Clark, Architect. work. Willis Irvin, Architect. 
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Here is another beautiful china closet by 
Cameron Clark. It is a formal and dig- 
nified design that is best suited to large 
. rooms. Also made with open front. For 
corner installation only. Design C-6505, 











Correct proportion and harmonious de- 
tail contribute to the marked individ- 
uality of this Curtis Entrance, C-1721. 
Reminiscent of old Salem, it is suitable 
either for large or small homes. Designed 
by Willis Irvin, Architect. 


The wide variety of the new Curtis line 
offers unlimited possibilities for design- 
ing and building homes of outstanding 

“beauty and character. The stairway on 
the left is an excellent example of the 
beauty of Curtis design. 


ce, 





Like informality in an entrance? Then 
you'll fall in love with this booded 
Curtis Entrance “Knoxville,” enbanced 
by its interesting lattice panels. An en- 
trance as useful as it is charming. An- 
other Cameron Clark design from the 
new line of Curtis Woodwork. 











CURTIS COMPANIES SERVICE BUREAU 
AF.3W, Cartis Building 
Clinton, lowa 


Gentlemen: Please send me your booklets on the 
new Curtis Woodwork line and your dealer's name. 
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Incentive price plan falls p. 12 


Stalled houses p. 14 


Rochester banks have plan for 
low-rent housing p. 16 


New York signs pact, but three 
big unions refuse p. 16 


Houses from shipyards p. 20 


Assessor's records show price 
climb p. 24 


Realty brokers unite with cus- 
tomers p. 28 


VA to bulld: skyscraper hospi- 
tals p. 32 


‘be ier eaten March would bring a stop-building order, which will ban virtually all 


rH, New howsing boss Wilks Wyust’s eonieiiatiyy pesgri hed blotted’ 
‘than one—every part of the Building picture but-the emergency job: 


construction except moderate-priced houses for veterans. Other building will go ahead, if at 
all, by special dispensation. The building ban will be tight for at least three months, be 
gradually relaxed as materials supply improves. Present plans class construction to be 
postponed in two types: deferrable and non-essential.’ Schools, for example, might be con- 
sidered deferrable, but would get clearance before, say, a beer tavern or bowling’ alley, 
which would be considered non-essential. Outlook: construction already started (which will 


probably mean materials actually incorpor- 
ated into the structure) will be permitted 
to go ahead. 

Commercial construction will be hit 
hardest by the new building ban. Indus- 
trial construction tliat will provide new jobs 
will get clearance as soon as possible. Pub- 
lic works construction will. also be sharply 
cut back—but probably not more than it 
has been already-by boosts.in building 
costs, which have meant big retrenchments 
in municipal plans. Building projects spon- 
sored by veterans—even though they may 
fall into the nop-essential classification— 


‘ will probably be given automatic clearance. 


The stop-building order had already 
drawn a, sharp protest from the New York 
Building: Congress, which also. said tartly 


. that-Wyatt’s program would be more likely 


to, obstruct than to promote housebuilding. 
The Congress feared that the ban.on every- 


’ thing but housebuilding would throw the - 
‘whole’ industry out of kilter by “preventing 


labor and material from being used in any 
type of building except housing and by 
throwing out of work a large number of 
veterans who are building construction men 
and shop workers.” 

Housebuilders’ chief Joseph E. Merrion 
was also unconvinced. Said Merrion: “If 
Mr. Wyatt continues to wait for the passage 
of a bill before he takes action to break the 
bottlenecks and cut the red tape hampering 
the housebuilding industry he will be some- 
what responsible for any increased housing 
shortage.” 

As homebuilders bled in Chicago 
for their annual convention, one big ques- 
tion topped all the other big questions 
about the emergency housing program: can 
we build a $6,000 house? Most said no, and 
there was plenty of evidence avaijable out- 
side the industry to support their stand. In 
Illinois, the state FHA director was at work 
on a “veteran’s special” to be built in 
Chicago, but found that even a three-room 





“ minimum model would run somewhat over 


$6,000. In Detroit, a study turned in by the 
Department of Buildings showed that resi- 
dential building costs are up 67 per cent 
over 1940 levels, the highest mark reached 
since 1920, peak cost year. . 

Prefab was in the spotlight as never be- 
fore and, despite certain reservations on the 
part of established producers, promised to 
move up briskly in the U. S. housebuilding 
picture. As Wyatt promised government 
funds to bolster the prefab market, adozen 
dream houses—-the Kaiser house, the alumi- 
num Dymaxion, the Reynolds aluminum 
house, the Tournalayed concrete house— 


vied for attention. Congressmen gazed 
dreamily at a prefab house set up in the 
rotunda of the House Office Building. 


development, McLean Gardens, under a co- 
operative ownership plan got help from an 
unexpected quarter. Evelyn Walsh Mc- 
Lean, who once owned the land where the 
project was built, took full-page ads in 

Washington papers to urge the Federal . 
Public Housing Authority to sell the 
project'to the anxious vets. 

As New York’s first shipment of Quonset 
huts were delivered by an LST, Senator 
James Mead moved to push his bill adding 
$250 million to the $190 million already 
appropriated by Congress for the job of 
moving and re-erecting war housing in 
cities where needed. The new appropria- 
tion means that 100,000 more demobilized 
housing units can be put to new use. That 
many more would be needed was plain in 
requests on hand for 140,000 such houses 
from colleges and universities alone. 

In Dallas, an alert advertising agency 
plugged hard for garage apartments to re- 
lieve the pinch, with permarient houses to 
be added later on the front of the lot, In 
Des Moines, an emergency housing com- 
mittee found itself obliged to locate prefab 
houses outside the city because they are 





- banned by the building code. In Pittsburgh 


and Chicago, citizens went to work on out- 
moded codes. 

All in all, February was a brief, breath- 
less month—not until the year’s job ‘of 
1,200,000 houses was well started would 
the industry get its breath again. 


Aluminum and steel houses in the spot- 

light with federal aid in offing. 

Like many another houser before him, new 
housing boss Wilson Wyatt was obviously 
charmed by the promise of prefab. As his 
plan to use government contracts to bol- 
ster prefabers’ markets resounded through- 
out the industry, scarcely a producer 
could resist telling exactly what miracle he 
had up his sleeve. 

Wyatt himself, with abundant enthusi- 
asm, took a close look at some of the 
miracles. In Washington, R. G. LeTour- 
neau, the Peoria, Il]. manufacturer fa- 
mous for bulldozers and lay preaching, 
showed him pictures of an enormous ma- 

(Continued on page 8) 








2,700,000 HOUSES TO START BY 1947 


‘wousmea B BOSS WYATT “OFFERS BOLD PLAN WHICH MAY MEAN SWEEPING CHANGES IN HOUSEBUILDING mmOeTRY, 


“The great thing about Wilson Wyatt,” one housing expert said, “is + eG nc ine ie 
housing field he doesn’t know such a program is impossible. He doesn’t know it can’t be done 
so maybe he can do it.” On this question—will Wyatt’s program ‘work—hung 2,700,000 
desperately needed houses. How the question is answered may reshape the whole structure 
of the U. S. housebuilding business and radically affect every contributing industry. 
Wyatt’s proposals to get practically all the U. S. under some kind of roof by 1947 
have the faint but unmistakable smell of revolutionary dynamite. At a maximum, they may 
mean sweeping and unpredictable changes in an industry whose basic pattern has not been 
changed for several centuries. At a minimum, they may not work at all, and the polities! 
explosiveness of this dismal possibility can scarcely be overestimated. Already veterans 
organizations are focusing and amplifying the demand for housing-in-a-hurry—with demon- 
strable effect on municipal action and on state and federal legislation. Next to the price- 


wage struggle, housing need—and the wide- 
spread demand for government action to 
meet that need—has become the: nation’s 
hottest political issue. If the Wyatt pro- 
gram flops—and many a seasoned Building 
man said it was sure to do so—the pressure 
for government housebuilding will prob- 
ably be irresistible. 

Wyatt, of course, did not set out to revo- 
lutionize housebuilding. He was simply 
told to produce a workable plan that would 
break the back of the housing shortage 

_within a year and get things somewhere 
close to normal within two years. He must 
also obviously have been told to make a 
plan that would operate by stimulating the 
private housebuilding industry to its highest 
possible level of production—rather than by 
relying to any extent on government build- 
ing. 


While the industry might have been ex- 
pected to welcome this basis of operations, 
it was also glaringly obvious that large 
amounts of federal funds could not be 
poured into private housebuilding produc- 
tion without influencing, for better or worse, 
its whole character. Most of all, the Wyatt 
plan—if it works at all—means the appear- 
ance of new competition. Conventional 
housebuilders feared that, with a federal 
boost, prefabers might walk away with both 
materials and market. Established prefab- 
ers feared that federal dollars would open 
the way for newcomers—the chaps who 
talked about turning out aluminum—or 
steel—or plastic—houses by the millions. 
Materials manufacturers eyed dubiously 
the plan to spend some $200 million in what 
some called a wildcat scheme to get new 
and untried materials on the market. 
Along with “their natural wish to protect 
their own interests, the industry put a ques- 
tion that was equally in the public interest: 
would federal subsidies get the materials 
out, get the houses up? Or would federal 
funds be dissipated on glittering but un- 
workable schemes, while the operating body 
of the industry stalled on hampering con- 
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trols—or on the uncertainty of what new 
control might be introduced tomorrow. 
The answer to this central question would 
only come with the actual operation of the 
Wyatt program. If sensibly amended in the 
light of industry experience arid ably ad- 
ministered, it might well hit the target. 


PREFAB BOOST 


The target itself was of a spectacular size 
to an industry whose maximum output had 
never been more than 937,000 houses 
(1925) and whose output last year shrank 
to the lowest level of a decade (150,000 
houses). Over the next two years, Wyatt 
said, 2,700,000 houses must be built. The 


target breaks down like this: ; 

1946 units 
Conventionally-built houses 700,000 
Permanent prefabs 250,000 


Temporary houses (demobil- 
‘ized war houses, panelized 
and moved with the help of 








federal funds—trailers, Quon- 
set huts, etc.) 250,000 
Total started 1,200,000 
1947 ‘ 
, Conventionally-built houses 900,000 
Permanent prefabs 600,000 
Total started 1,500,000 


The breakdown showed that housing boss 
Wyatt was looking to prefab for the biggest 
boost in the U. S. housing supply. (The 
conventionally-built totals, especially when 
translated from “starts” to “finishes” were 


not much higher than pre-Wyatt estimates . 


of what the industry could be expected to 
produce.) He proposed that the RFC offer 
contracts that would guarantee manufac- 
turers’ markets (one part of the program 
for which no additional legislative sanction 
would be needed). This means that the 
government would promise to buy whatever 
houses the producer fails to market within 
a reasonable period after production. 


Operating prefabers were by ino. means. 
unanimously : 





disposing of 100 per cent of output in the 
present hungry market, But, more impor- 
tant, some of the biggest prefab producers 
objected to the plan on the ground that 1) _ 
it would mean a continued identification of | 
prefab with “emergency” housing; 2) the’ 
price limits imposed are too low to permit 


on the scale required by Wyatt’s proposal. | 
Said one big producer: “A. distribution 
system can’t be set up overnight. It takes 
longer to set up than a plant.” 

Conventional housebuilders looked jeal- 
ously at the boost for prefab. Some argued 
that advanced methods of site fabrication 
should get the same advantage of federal 
assistance as plant fabrication. 


WHAT WILL LABOR DO? 


But the biggest block for prefab—and in- 
deed for the whole Wyatt program—might 
come from organized labor. To be sure, 
the program had AFofL chief William 
Green’s official blessing. But there was 
nothing in AFofL history to show that the 
virtually autonomous building trades—and 
their equally independent locals—would 
fall obediently into line. Would AFofL 
workers agree to erect prefab houses? 
Would AFofL plumbers install prefab 
bathrooms? Would the unions open their 
ranks to the apprentices needed to expand 
labor supply? . 

Washington chieftains said a cautious yes. 
But carpenters’ boss William Hutcheson 
gave the Forum a more revealing state- 
ment: “I quite agree with the thought of 


Wyatt’s emergency housing program for the » 


construction of homes as quickly as possi- 
ble. However, I do not see the need of fed- | 
eral funds to underwrite the market for 
prefabricated houses other than the provi-. 
sions already in existence for the federal 
government to assist returning servicemen 
in obtaining homes for themselves.\ The 
greatest handicap at this time is lack of | 
material and there would be no need for 
increased building trades apprentices until 
there is ample building material to carry on 
construction work.” 

Already there were charges that CIO” 
planned to use the emergency program as 
an entering wedge for its long-rumored in- 
vasion of the building trades. CIO con- 
tinued to deny that it planned any drive 
to otganize building labor. But a go-ahead 
for prefab would inevitably mean a boost 
for CIO labor in the housebuilding industry. 
The CIO fight might come, not with the 
AFofL building trades, but with the ad- 
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venturous International Machinists Union, . 


reportedly about to be suspended from the 
AFofL: council because of its sponsorship 
of Buckminster Fuller’s aluminum prefab. 


Basic in the whole program is increased 
output of materials. To meet Wyatt’s tar- 
get, flow of materials into residential build- 
ing would have to be increased five or six 
times the 1945 level. Premium payments 
are expected to encourage existing pro- 
ducers to boost their output ‘as well as to 
encourage the manufacture of new materials 
not’ now on the market. Manufacturers 
would be promised a bonus for all produc- 
tion above a selected base period level. 
Procedure will be to deal separately with in- 
dividual producers. RFC will get the job of 
making premium payments, while the base 


‘period will probably be set by OPA. 


The plan is an attempt to keep increased 
costs of production from being passed on 
to the house customer. But some critics 
argued that the long-range effect of the 
plan might be more ‘inflationary than out- 
right increases in price ceilings—especially 
since the costs it would subsidize would be 
a~ “hidden” inflationary factor. Wyatt 
countered with the argument that premiums 
would be withdrawn as soon as volume pro- 
duction and a freely moving market could 
cover manufacturers’ costs: The producers 
complained that the premium plan would 
penalize the more efficient plants, provide 
small incentive for cost-cutting. Some 
manufacturers, who believed that the plan 
could pay premiums for new materials, 
threatened unlimited, permanent competi- 
tion, virtually financed by the Federal gov- 
ernment, said they were cancelling expan- 
sion plans to increase their own. production. 

Premium payments would not,. however, 
eliminate wage-price ceiling adjustments, 


~ in line with the President’s steel formula. 


Some price ceiling increases will be per- 
mitted where necessary to increase pro- 
duction, and especially for materials which 
do not bulk large in the total cost of a 
house. 


GAM WE BUILD A $6,000 HOUSE. 


But no matter how carefully they read these 
hopeful plans to keep building costs down, 
housebuilders were almost to a man agreed: 
it is next to impossible to build a $6,000 
house in most U. S. cities. Wyatt apparent- 
ly intended to reduce the ceiling for HH pri- 
orities from $10,000 to $6,000, with special 
adjustments in areas where absolutely nec- 
essary. Builders said flatly that meant 
practically the whole urban U. S. 

On the whole, Congress liked.the Wyatt 
program. It was no longer necessary to 
persuade most members that good housing 
is-good politics, and outlook was that Con- 
gress would give Wyatt most of the legisla- 
tive authority he needs—maybe within a 
month. Exception: price ceilings on exist- 
ing house’ and‘on lots, to which most Con- 
gressmen are still firmly opposed. 
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WYATT’S 11-POINT PROGRAM 


1. MORE BUILDING MATERIALS. Production of conventional materials 


would be expanded with the help of some $400 million in federal “premium payments” 
(subsidies) to cover difference between production cost and return under present price 
ceilings.. Production of new-type materials would be encouraged by $200 million i fed. 
eral funds to underwrite sales at prices that will cover development costs. More rapid 
amortization of new building materials plants for tax purposes would be authorized. 
Federal funds would provide credit for plant expansion where necessary. 


2. HOUSEBUILDING PRIORITIES. Biggest part of materials supply is to be 
channeled into.houses to sell for not more than $6,000 or to rent for not more than 
$50. Veterans are to have priority on all houses. In high cost areas, houses up to 
$10,000 may be permitted under priorities. 


3. STOP BUILDING ORDER. Non-cacential and deferable construction includ. 


ing high-priced houses to wae te a new building freeze order, expected in latter part 
of Peery: 


As MORE HOUSEBUILDING LABOR. Houscbuilding’s labor supply to be 


tripled by 9 large-scale apprentice training program, by labor recruiting programs, by in- 


creasé of abnormally low wages. Where necessary, wage increases are to be covered by 


-| * * pretnium’ payments to stimulate production. Right now 650,000 workers are employed 
*, (both-off-site and on-site) in producing houses. By mid-1947, 2,150,000 workers must 
:.. be on! the job--1,150,000 actually building houses and 1,000,000 producing materials. - 


* Sx FACTORY PREFABRIGATION. Government purchase contracts assuring full 


capacity operation are to be offered to prefabers. This means that the government will 
promise.to buy what houses the producer fails to market within a reasonable period 
after production. To qualify for such a contract, a prefaber must agree to 1)' produfe 
to government standards; 2) sell houses at a top price (f.o.b. plant, not including cost 
of erection and land of $3,500 for a one-bedroom model, plus’ $500 for every additional 
bedroom; 3) produce a specified number of houses in the first year after the date of his 
contract; 4) have an effective plan for distribution and assembly of houses. , 





6. MORE HOUSEBUILDING MONEY. Re-enactment of FHA Title VI (war 
housing’ insurance) -is recommended to provide 90 per cent loans on low cost homes 
direct to builders and to allow for more liberal appraisals, based on current costs, 


1. PRICE CONTROLS More effective price controls on building materials, céil- 
ings on‘ both new and existing houses and on building lots (new legislation would be 
required), and a continuation of rent control are called for. 


8. TEMPORARY HOUSING. Congress is asked to appropriate $250 million to 
take care of the job of panelizing, moving and re-erecting demobilized war housing. 


9. COMMUNITY ACTION. Cities are urged to set up emergency housing commit- 
tees, who will assist in assuring preference to veterans on existing houses, develop 
home-sharing programs, help to secure modernization of local building codes to open the 


way for prefab and other new building methods, discourage black markets, etc. 


10. LARGE-SCALE LAND IMPROVEMENT. The Federal government would 


assist local communities in improving enough lots to provide for the big housebuilding 
job. 


if. PERMANENT HOUSING PROGRAM. Early adoption i is urged for S, 1592, 
the Wagner-Ellender-Taft bill, which frames the first ive federal housing pro- 
gtam, providing, in addition to ) funds for public housing, a variety of new federal aids 
for private building enterprise. 
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chine which can lay a four-room concrete 
and steel house in 24 hours. LeTourneau 
had as yet nothing to say about the. cost 
of the machine or the estimated cost of the 
houses it would build, but said it will go 
into production at a plant which he ex- * 
pects to build immediately at Longview, 
Texas. 

is ia tne sere, Raclintin Soeta sae 
the first experimental model of the alumi- 
num house which Reynolds Metals may 
produce. The five-room bungalow was 
hastily erected in the Reynolds plant in 
time for Wyatt’s visit. Based on a method 
originated by General Building Units, Inc., 
Dayton, O. (who first used steel), the sys- 
tem calls for aluminum shapes, given 
rigidity by cement poured on the jeb, and 
aluminum sheet for siding. While con- 
siderable work remains to be done, Rey- 
nolds thinks the house could be built for 
$5,000 or $6,000, exclusive of site, expects 
to put up an experimental batch in Louis- 
.ville. This plan, based on standard shapes, 
is intended to leave room for maximum 
flexibility in design of completed house. 


LE TOURNEAU MACHINE maneuvers on to 
bullding site on 12 ft., pneumatic-tired wheels, 
turns out a concrete house in 24 hours. Ma- 
chine is as wide as a highway, is called 
Tournalayer. 


Says Reynolds: “The designer’s only limi- 
tation would be 144 in. in any direction.” 
Reyonlds would make basic aluminum 
parts, sell them through regular building 
materials dealers. Biggest obstacle: lack 
of aluminum— Reynolds already has 
enough orders on hand to require all its 
supply for the next two years. 

Henry J. Kaiser, full of praise for the 
bold proposals of the emergency housing 
program, repeated his pledge to build 10,- 
000 California houses this year—first batch 
of thousands to come. At a hastily called 
press conference, Kaiser whisked reporters 

, through the first Kaiser Home at Emery- 
ville, Calif., but refused pictures. Not a 
prefab house, the Kaiser house incorpo- 
rates a number of prefab elements—not- 
ably a preassembled steel bathroom, built 
by the Briggs Co. Among the other mar- 
vels on display: aluminum-sheathed gyp- 
sum board; plastic glass planks; cement 
and sawdust planks; a “soft” concrete 
floor. Right now Kaiser’s hydraulically 


operated dish-washing sink is made of . 
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model is erected In factory at Louisville. 
Painted aluminum siding and conventional 
design makes aluminum house look just like 
frame cottage. 


aluminum because he can’t get steel. 
Eventually he may have abundart steel 
if the RFC takes up the bid he has just 
placed on the giant Fontana plant in Utah. 
Aluminum for his houses will probably 
come from Northwest surplus plants on 
which he has also placed bids. 

Other prefab answers were not far 
ahead. The Butler Manufacturing Co., 
Kansas City, Mo., (grain bin house) was 
hard at work on a new steel house, ex- 
pected to have development studies fin- 
ished in 90 days. Butler thought it could 
produce the shell for the basic one-bed- 
room house for about $700; the erected 
unit, they figured, might be marketed for 
as little as $1,800-2,000. The first life- 
sized, furnished model of Buckminster 
Fuller’s round, aluminum Dymaxion stood 
complete at last in Wichita, Kansas. First 
pictures would be unveiled to a waiting 
public at a mid-March press conference in 
New York. 


PRICE CEILING BOOST 

Prefabers get OPA to recognize current 

costs.: 
Prefabers’ bundle of news was generally 
good last month. From the Office of Price 
Administration came word that the long- 
petitioned revision of ceiling prices on pre- 
fab houses would be effective February 25. 
Prefabers are the only part of the house- 
building industry whose end product is 
covered by federal price control, Until 
now, retail prices for prefab houses have 
been based on material and labor costs at 
1942 levels. The new ceilings permit ceil- 
ings to be established on the basis of cur- 
rent material and labor costs. No increase 
in mark-up is allowed for: mark-up re- 
mains at 36 per cent at manufacturers’ 
level and at 10 per cent at retailers’ level. 
OPA observed that the new ceilings would 
compensate manufacturers for increased 
costs, but also mean that buyers will have 
to p&y higher prices for prefab houses. 


PREBUILT GETS SET 

Pioneer prefaber back in production. 
Under housing chief Wyatt’s plan to under- 
write sales of prefabricated houses, estab- 
lished companies—whose production is al- 
ready organized and whose distribution 


8 systems are already ‘set up—mey stand to 


profit more than revolutionary prefab 
newcomers (see above). Few of these 
established manufacturers would need any 
special boost from federal funds in order 


to make a go of it in the present hungry _ 


market. But with the extra bonanza of a 
government promise to buy all houses not 
sold through the producer’s regular chan- 
nels, manufacturers can afford to venture 
expansion capital and to shoot for the sky 
on production. 

One such old-line prefaber, after exten- 
sive reorganization and refinancing, was 
back in Rooms last month. The Pre- 
Mass. said it would 
be turning out 35 
houses a day by May, 
100 a day by next 
September. 

First organized as 
Pope and Cottle Co. 
in 1905, Prebuilt has 
for years specialized 
in a precutting system 
of frame construction. Starting production 
again with the basic house it produced in 
1941, Prebuilt expects.to deliver (by truck) 
a two-bedroom Cape Cod cottage that will 
cost contractors $3,400, final purchasers, 
$5,600, and net a five per cent profit to the 
company. 

New financial backing came from the 
Boston banking firm 
of Burgess and Leith. 
Presently capitalized 
for $1,020,000, Pre- 
built expects ultimate- 
ly to require the $10,- 
000,000 which the 
bank is prepared to 
invest. All stock— 
60,000 shares of pre- 
ferred and 700,000 








shares of common—has been subscribed. 

Well on its way to licking its biggest . 
current problem—lumber, the company 
bought all capital stock of the Nashua 
(N.. H.) Milling Co. for $200,000, getting 





Mg Royal | Barry Wills. Like the traditional 
New England house, this tow, cost unit is 
designed to expand by adding ells. 


in the deal between 2 to 3 million bd. ft. of 
lumber on the plant site and 30 acres of 
standing timber. Prebuilt is also making 
arrangements to buy large quantities of 
Russian spruce and is currently con- 
sidering purchasing the Navy’s Hingham- 
Bethlehem shipyard to receive this lumber. 
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charge of architectural design and produc- 
tion. Maurice R. Massey, formerly an FHA 
assistant zone commissioner, becomes exec- 
utive vice-president and treasurer. 


LONG ISLAND MODERN 
Operative builder introduces functional Renkeoing 50. ager. 
plan for 60-house development. 


One cold Sunday in February several hun- 
dred New Yorkefs drove out to the south 
’ shore of Long Island for a chance to gaze 
blissfully at a half-dozen houses under con- 
struction. In the current housing famine, 
this was not news. Nor was it news that 
about 50 applicants were already on the 
waiting list for the first house to be finished. 
But the half-dozen 
Long Beach houses, 
first of a projected 
job of at least 60, 
were radically differ- : ; : 
i , “4 ; GROUND LEVEL garage and utility. n 
nad oe Reena reat ; Howes i onterse by tour staat Meanie ier 


Long Island operative : pana pee reap Rein Br mgt shove ‘fethe ron 
building (see cuts, : ts 
left). Architect : 
Builder Gordon B. 
Roth, who has put up more Long Beach 
houses than he can remember for the last 
quarter century, not long ago started work 
on a fairly expensive custom-bujlt house. It 
was the first example of modern design he 
had ever turned a hand to. But after only 
this brief acquaintance, builder Roth de- 
clared himself ready to go all-out for mod- 
ern. Partof his abrupt 
conversion from Long 
Island Colonial was 
due to the consistent 
evangelism of modern 
architect George Nem- 
eny, who has spent a 
large part of his 
career in persuading 


3 Py ; ‘ ; LIVING, dining and kitchen areas are combined as one large 
8 r Roth operative builders to space. Kitchen is screened from living area by an oblique 
ullde see the error of their ; ‘ partition and from the dining area. by two-way dish storage 

traditional ways (Forum, Jan. ’45). wl, Ceesurennay. capes ©. wae forms enah wine, , 


Nemeny’s missionary operations are all 
based on a single text: modern design pays. 
He is a past master at demonstrating ex- 
actly how a functional plan will add up to 
construction economies for the builder, and 
to greatly increased space for the buyer. 
In the Long Beach job, Nemeny had the 
kind of problem in which he delights. Start- 
ing with the standard 40-ft. lot, he tried to 
salvage as much land as possible for out- 
door living. His solution: a three-level 
house, whose open plan provides a spacious 
interior and whose orientation almost 
doubles the normal usability of the lot. 





Mausoleum-like German design also won a prize 


Jury split between Le Corbusier 
and Jeanneret plan (left) and 
more pompous designs, finally 


awarded nine first prizes . . . 


Palace commission finally went 
to four of these prize winners, 
who combined their talents on 


monumental building (left) . . . 


Abandoned League Palace may become a convalescent home for concentration camp victims . . . 


Architects plug competition but hope design for new site (below) will not repeat Geneva fiasco. 


SECOND CHANCE 

Will UNO design repeat Geneva fiasco? 
Unocity, seat of a world’s accord, hovered 
in controversy over a 42-mile tract strad- 
dling New York State and Connecticut. - 
Among the displaced persons would be a 
sirloin slice of millionaire homeowners. 
Among the displeased was newly-turned 
Stamford builder Gene Tunney (Forum, 
Jan., °46.) 

Actual construction of what may be the 
first world capital was obviously at least 
two. or three years off. In the meantime, - 
UNO, like many a homeless family, looked 
for a temporary stop-over. Dickering for 
lodging in New York City, UNO was re- 
ported to look with favor on the 102-stery 
Empire State Building. : 

Already U. S. architects were urging 
plans which, they hoped, would avoid the 
League of Nations design fiasco. The . 
American Institute of Architects came out 
resoundingly for an international competi- 
tion. “We are assiduously interested,” the 
A. L. A. said, “in seeing that physically the 
new UNO capital shall measure up to the 
objective of UNO.” 

In every way, Unocity would be a 
challenge of far greater dimensions than 
the League of Nations palace. It would be 
a much more elaborate special community 
of permanent residents whose housing and 
social needs would be part of the planners’ 
responsibility. Land acquisition alone for 
so large a swatch of high-priced land would 
run from $20-70 million. 

Like the A. L A., New York’s alert 
Museum of Modern Art touted an interna- 
tional competition. With the pious hope 
that what happened last time might not be 
repeated, the Museum hung prize-winning 
designs submitted in the 1926-27 interna- 
tional competition for the League héad- 
quarters (see cuts, right). 


The League competition jury, hopelessly 


* split between academicians and a deter- 


mined minority who favored the design 
submitted by Le Corbusier and Jeanneret, 
awarded nine first prizes. (The Le Cor- 
busier plan was the only one ameng the 
nine winners to stay within the cost limit 
of $2,500,000 stipulated by the prograin.) 
The task of final selection was finally 
turned over to a committee of diplomats, 
who compromised by awarding the design 
commission jointly to four of the most 
tradition-bound designers. 

The ornate League palace, which. cost 
$7,500,000, was not opened until 1939—the 
year when the guns started firing again in 
Europe. Observed the Museum: “The com- 
petition failed. The Building failed. The 
League failed.” 

This time the Museum hoped that UNO 
would choose “an international jury of 
honest men, sensitive to the modern spirit 
in architecture, strong in their conviction 
to select buildings which will not be 
meaningless shells, but vital parts of that 
living organism which the UNO must be.” 
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ENCY PLANS , 
houses Is problem tackled by many. 
Whatever the program, the housing crisis 
could not be solved entirely in Washing- 
ton. That much was clear to all concerned. 
Housing boss Wyatt had emphasized that 
the cities themselves must take the lead in 
action to break housebuilding bottlenecks. 
He urged them to set up emergency hous- 

ing committees to see the job through. 
Many a city had already set up such a 
committee. In many another, industry 
groups were getting together on ways and 
means to get homeless veterans under a 
roof as soon as possible. Last month from 
three cities came varying answers to a 
tough question: how to build permanent 
houses in minimum time at minimum cost. 
Des Moines, where an emergency housing 
committee has been hard at work for the 
last month, looked at a standard plan for 
a permanent house which may be built for 
200 veterans. Paring costs to a minimum, 
the plan for the one-story, five-room house 
called for tile walls without plastering, 
wallboard ceilings, concrete flooring. Low 
bids ranged from $5,335-$5,420—without 
garage, sidewalks, landscaping, etc. The 
committee worried that even this figure 
would be too high—especially for veterans 
trying to live on $90 a month: educational 
grants. The committee hoped that the city 
would make veterans a present of the lots 
—from tax delinquent properties. 
Meantime, sites outside the city limits 
were being prepared for prefab houses, 
produced by the Fox Bros. Co., St. Louis: 
Banned by the city building ‘code, which 





DES MOINES backs a $5,336 masonry house for 
veterans. House is 26 by 26 ft., has basement, 
first floor and attic. City may contribute lots 
from tax delinquent property. 


calls for wood, brick, tile or concrete walls, 
the Cemesto-walled prefabs, although they 
meet FHA mortgage insurance require- 
ments, must be built on the city outskirts. 
These two- and three-bedroom houses sell 
for $2,500 f.0.b. plant. Erécted, with lot 
and basement, they sell for about $5,000. 


‘Eliminating basement and using a floor 
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MILWAUKEE builders’ proposal is to bulid a 
one-family house, tempora’ 

occupancy by two families. Plaster board 
would be used for temporary interior finish. 
Bath would be shared. 


‘for temporary occupancy by two families, 


the plan had already run into trouble with 
(a): the building’ code and (b) Zoning 
; Inthe first place, Milwaukee's building 


_ code says that a combined living room and 


bedroom must have at least.220 sq. ft. The 


“proposed . plan’ for. two-for-one- housin; 


dogen’t have that much space. Pushing 
the plan, builder James R. Baer, president 
of the: Milwaukee Builders Association, 
built a two - for - one . 

house, installed fur- 
niture, invited du- 
bious aldermen out 


would he an approv- 
ing look. r 

Second big obstacle | 
was a citizens’ peti- 
tion from one city 
ward urging the city 
council not to change , 
zoning regulations to permit two-for-one 
houses. Petitioners said the plan would 
depreciate their property, be a risk to pub- 
lic health, be unfair to the veteran. But 
builder Baer already had 40 veteran appli- 
cants for the house he was finishing last 
month. 


Other builders who plan to put up di- 


«vided houses are: R. A. Lainey, Fred Mik- 
“ «kelsen, Charles W. George and Roth and 


Taplin. If the city council approves, these 
men, with Baer and Kirkpatrick say they 
will put up enough divided houses to shel- 
ter 500 families. 

Cleveland architects Richard Hawley Cut- 
ting and Anthony S. Ciresi turned in a 
solid piece of work on a low-cost house. 
got plenty of- applications trom builders 
who want to use their patented plans..The 
Cutting-Ciresi house is based.on caseThl 
studies intended. to salvage every inch of 
usable space and to ‘cut every possible 
dollar off construction cost. % 





> Stair-landing used as an entrance ves- 
tibule. 
> Same exterior shell used for both 


and three-bedroom houses. rae 


precutting of as many materials as pos- 
sible—to be delivered in a package at the 
site at the same basic cost to all partici- 


CLEVELAND architects Cutting (left) and 
Ciresi plan two-bedroom house for $7,000 to 


be bullt in concrete block, brick masonry or 
frame construction. Many builders want to 
use patented plans. 


land to build the patented houses, a sev- 
eral hundred unit development was plan- 
ned at Ashland, Ohio, while the architects 
had nearly 500 inquiries from Cleveland- 
ers who say they would like to buy one of 
the houses. 2 ‘ 
Dallas scanned a plan carefully developed 
by a local advertising agency, Tracy-Locke 
Co., Inc., who took a marked but non- 
commercial interést in solving the house- 
building problem. The agency proposed 
what it called “studio apartment homes,” 
which would contain a good-size combina- 
tion living, dining and bedroom plus ‘bath 
and a small kitchen. Units would be built 
at the rear of lots, later become garages 
when owners build a larger and perma- 
nent house. Lots would have separate zon- 
ing for front and: back - portions. 








FIRST LUMBER SHIPMENT from West Coast arriving in Newark, N. J. marks resumption of intercoastal 






























shipping, suspended since the outbreak of the war. This cargo of 3 million bd. ft. of fir and hemlock, 
aboard the S. S. Malden Victory, was consigned to the Weyerhaeuser Timber Co. The line-up of would- 
be buyers matched Nyion hosiery ques. But entire shipment had already been bought by 250 dealers. 


DILEMMA 
Federal government hogs office space. 


San Francisco, like many another city, 
heartily wished that the federal govern- 
ment would go home again. Nobody could 
start in business begause nobody could find 
office room. Checking up, a Board of 
Supervisors committee found to its dismay 
that federal agencies are occupying 2142 
per cent of all the city’s office space. 

Moaned the San Francisco Chronicle: 

“During the war there was nothing to 
be said about the wholesale taking over of 
‘space by government agencies. But now, 
when most of these bureaus have been re- 
daced in personnel and activity, every in- 
stance where one holds on to the same office 
space it occupied at the height of its war- 
time bustle constitutes an outrage on this 

But in Washington, the Post worried 
about the desperate housing shortage, made 
one big recommendation: 

“The government can help by delaying 
the return to Washington of federal agen- 
cies moved out for want of space during 
the war. It would be extremely short- 
sighted to bring these agencies back now 
in the face of a housing crisis.” 


CODE PROGRESS 

Cities open way for quick building. 
Two cities last month took the first big step 
toward housing-in-a-hurry. Chicago and 
Pittsburgh started at last to update ham- 
stringing building codes. 

Housing chief Wilson Wyatt had made it 
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plain that the housing job would stumble 
on a hundred outworn codes—unless the 
cities move quickly to bring them up to 
date. Prefab construction, a major part of 
the Wyatt program which will be backed by 
federal funds, would be banned by most 
existing building regulations. Such prefab 
elements as the Ingersoll bath-kitchen unit 
(Forum, Feb., 46) would be unable to 


“meet code standards in many cities—simply 
"because the iron-clad codes were framed 


before anybody thought of a packaged 
house utility unit. Many codes, written in 
terms of exact material and structural 
specifications instead of performance stand- 
ards, would block the introduction of the 
new materials which Wyatt hopes will be 
produced with government encouragement. 

In Pittsburgh, a citizens’ committee, to 
the tune of loud cheers from the Home 
Builders Association, got to work on a 
thorough overhauling of the building code 
—unrevised for 20 years. They found. it 
full of such costly antiquities as the require- 
ment that closet lights must have a separate 
switch instead of a pull chain, guessed they 
would be busy for a good long time. 

In Chicago, the aldermen who compose 
the code revision committee took a look at 
the sweeping amendments recommended 
by the Pierce Foundation after a year’s 
study. The revision job they saw was so 
big that they decided to take a short-cut, 
promised to come back to the big job later. 
Like many another city, Chicago adopted 
a temporary war housing regulation (es- 
sentially FHA minimum requirements) to 
open the way for emergency war building. 
To meet this second and almost graver 
emergency, the aldermen decided to make 


use of the war housing ordinance, amend 
it by replacing war substitutes with stand- 
ard items. But builders and buyers won- 
dered how the city council would act on the 
ticklish matters of frame construction and 
wall board—both permitted for war work- 
ers’ houses but banned by the code. 

State FHA director Edward J. Kelly 
told the committee how urgent it was to get 
rid of costly code provisions. Chicago costs 
are up 46 per cent over 1941, he said, and 
a 3-room frame house, planned for two 


the veteran can afford. He said FHA was 
at work on such a model, shaving a few 
dollars wherever possible. Even at that, the 
cost of the “veteran’s special”, with lot, 
would be $6,200-6,500. 

Keen buyer interest in the matter of code 
revision was apparent in the appearance 
at the public hearings of spokesmen for all 
national veterans’ groups. The veterans de- 
manded approval of every type of construc- 
tion offering a promise of quick volume 
building. Sample: the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars promoted pneumatic concrete con- 
struction and, in response, the Board of 
Standards and Tests ordered a sample wall 
set up for demonstration. 


PORTENT? 
OPA’s try at incentive pricing falls. 


“Premium payments” (subsidies) to help 
step up production of short building mate- 
rials are spotlighted in the emergency 
house-building program. If Congress ap- 
proves, the government will offer manu- 
facturers premiums as an incentive for 
increased production. While government 
payments to absorb the extra cost of 
sharply boosted production are a distinctly 
new step, the Office of Price Administration 
has already explored the complex business 
of using a price ceiling increase as an 
incentive for increased production. Last 
month OPA’s first big try at incentive price 
increases in the building materials field fell 
flat on its face. 

The plan had looked good to the price 
specialists in Washington. Late in January 





: the Office of Stabilization Administration 


authorized OPA to grant an average price 
increase of $3.25 per thousand bd. ft. in 
mill prices for Southern Pine lumber. The 
increase was not to become effective until 
May 1 and then only upon the condition 
that total shipments of Southern Pine lum- 
ber for the first three months of 1946 equal 
a goal to be established by the Price Ad- 
ministrator. OPA was also expected to 
establish production goals for each follow- 
ing quarter (basing them on hoped-for 
1946 production of Southern Pine lumber 
amounting to nine billion bd. ft.). Accord- 
ing to the incentive price plan, the ceiling 


increase was to be withdrawn if lumber- 


(Continued on page 14) 
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You solve two design problems... 
with this one NUTONE TIME-CHIME! 


IT SAVES YOUR TIME, simplifies de- 
sign ... it’s a fine new Telechron elec- 
tric kitchen clock and NuTone Door 
Chime—in one! ONE unit to plan 
for, to wire for. 


LOVELY TO LOOK AT—The NuTone 
Time-Chime’s legible, 6%” square 
dial and smooth, sleek lines in 
chrome and white blend well with 
most backgrounds. 


LOVELY TO HEAR— sounds two well- 


pitched, yet penetrating tones for 
front door, one for rear. 


EASY TO INSTALL—even easier if kit- 
chen is wired for installation as in 
several large prewar building devel- 
opments which employed this Time- 
Chime’s predecessor. 


ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECEIVED at the 
recent Chicago Housewares Show by 
housewares buyers, those who can’t 
afford to misjudge the popular taste. 










Write today— ger aii the facts 
‘op*the NuTone Time-Chime that 
‘lists at approximately $12.95. Ad- 
dress your nearest NuTone office. 
NuTone, Incorporated, Merchandise 
Mart, Chicago 54, lll.; 200 Fifth Ave., 
New York 10, N. Y.; or 931 East 31st 
St., Los Angeles 11, Calif. 
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Born with a 
2000-year-old reputation... 











EAGLE Ready-To-Use 
Preferred painting material of American planners and 
builders since Thomas Jefferson's day, the 2000-year- 
old white lead formula is still unmatched for dura- 
bility, beauty and economy. 

Now you can specify a new, convenient form of 
pure white lead. It’s more useful to your clients, easier 
to use fot painters: We give you Eagle Ready-To-Use 


White Lead Paint, in gallon form, ready to open, stir 
and apply. 


White lead protection that’s extra smooth! 


The research staff of Eagle-Picher has given this mar- 
velous paint a new plus—greater brushability, greater 
smoothness—and until you try Eagle RTU yourself 
you can’t possibly know what we mean. It covers 
evenly, leaves practically no brush marks. Its flexible 
film clings fast despite wear and weather. It dries to 
a brilliant white gloss that doesn’t crack or scale, but 
chalks gradually, actually preparing the surface for 
eventual repainting. 

Eagle Ready-To-Use White Lead Paint comes in 
two forms: Primer Sealer Coat and Outside White 
Finish Coat. One, two and five gallon pails. Made by 
a company with 103 years of experience. You can 
recommend Eagle RTU with full confidence. 


THE EAGLE-PICHER COMPANY 
Cinctnnat: (1), Obio 
Member of the Lead Industries Association 





14 The Architectural FORUM March 1946 


¢ 











production fell below the goal in any 
quarter. 

When Southern Pine producers glimpsed 
this directive, their howls of protest were 
loud enough to echo forcefully in Wash- 
ington. “Utterly unsound, wholly imprac- 
tical, and ineffective,” they snorted. The 
plan, they said, would certainly not in- 
crease production. “To the contrary, it 
will reduce production and certainly, under 
the conditions set forth in this directive, 
there will not be any price increase for this 
distressed industry. The suggested basic 
goal of nine billion ft. for, 1946 is abso- 
lutely impossible of attainment under the 
directive . . .” 

By mid-month OSA had made an abrupt 
policy flip-flop, said mill producers could 
have the $3.25 price increase regardless of 
output. But OSA added one warning note: 
The price increase will be effective until 
about August 15. If production goals for 
the first six months of the year are not met, 
it may be withdrawn. 


DUE IN PORT 

Overseas building surplus comes home. 
Twenty-three ships full of building ma- 
terials will soon show-up at West Coast 
docks. The returning ships, which have 
been idling in Pacific ports, are another 
sign that the War Department is at last 
hurrying to unload surplus building 
materials. 

The ships’ cargo, which will be immedi- 
ately placed on sale, was enough to make 
a builder’s mouth water. Two ships are 
loaded with lumber—seven million bd. ft. 
of it (or enough to finish all the 500 houses 
stalled in Denver, see below). Others carry 
bathroom fixtures, pipe fittings, roofing 
paper, construction equipment. Also on 
board: 677 prefab huts and some 2,000 
crates of barracks which could be used for 
temporary housing. 

To the Senate (Mead) National Defense. 
Investigating Committee went the credit for 
speeding the return of these needed sup- 
plies. Since September the Mead Commit- 
tee has been busy tracking down loaded 
ships lying idle in the Western Pacific and 
needling the War Department about them. 
Most of the ships will be back sometime 
next month, the Committee said triumph- 
antly. 


STALLED HOUSES 
Some may be permanent step-children 
of HH priority program. - 
While 10,000 Detroit citizens volunteered 
to make a house-to-house canvass to find 
shelter for veterans, Detroit builders said 
2,500 houses were stalled for lack of mate- 
rials. The builders agreed that price ceil- 





ings are still the biggest bottleneck. They 
pointed to one current horrible example: 
while houses waited for bathtubs, a manu- 
facturer was forced to store more than 
7,000 tubs until OPA could make up its 
mind about the ceiling price. 

Rodney Lockwood, executive secretary of 
the Detroit Builders Association, figured 
that OPA could allow manufacturers at 
least a 50 per cent raise in the ceiling price 
of fiber sheathing and that the cost of the 
home would still be less than it is now. 

“That doesn’t mean,” Lockwood said, 
“that manufacturers are asking for this 
much of an increase. It simply means 
that the substitutes which builders are 
being forced to use are costing that much 
more.” 

In Denver, 500 houses had been stalled 
for almost three months for the lack of one 
or two items of material. Construction was 
proceeding on another 500 houses and on 
399 apartment units—but nobody knew for 
how long. Denver builders lugubriously 
figured up exactly what would be needed 
to finish this badly needed housing. 

Their estimate: 

»4,979,866 bricks—but Denver brickyards 
were operating at only 15 per cent of ca- 
pacity. The brickyards claimed that OPA 
price ceilings were still too low to permit 
them to pay high enough wages to attract 
needed labor. 

»3,657,734 bd. ft. of dimensional lumber. 
3,242,256 bd. ft. of rough lumber. 
1,372,067 ft. of flooring. 

>12,281 doors—not one door was available 
in Denver. 

»940 bathtubs. 

»28,730 ft. of soil pipe—but Denver was 
receiving only. about 10 ft. of soil pipe per 
day. 

Stanley C. Brandenburg of the Denver 
Association of Home Builders mourned 
that many of the 500 completely stalled 
houses might be permanently stymied. 
Started before the HH priority program, 
some of them were already contracted for 
by non-veteran buyers. Others were 


. planned to cost more than the $10,000 ceil- 


ing permitted under HH priorities. It 
seemed clear that first purchasers would 
have to trade their rights to veterans and 
that high prices would have to be whittled 
—or hundreds of the stalled houses would 
remain stalled indefinitely. 

Colorado’s Governor John C. Vivian 
(Rep.) took a look at the whole tangled 
picture. Like many a builder, Governor 
Vivian was sure he recognized the villain 
of the piece. Angrily he wrote Price Ad- 
ministrator Chester Bowles: “Give industry 

(Continued on page 16) 
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KIN-TRIM® 
ESSENTIAL METAL MOULDINGS 


KINTRIM affords greater freedom for your creative designing along 
modern, sweeping lines .. . enables you to build more “face value”’ into 
your interiors. For KINTRIM—the lustrous metal mouldings of enduring 
beauty—has the structural precision you need and want for more attractive, 
practical use of colorful, serviceable coverings. Indeed, wherever you 
install linoleum, wall- and floor-coverings, KINTRIM smartly enriches 
and accents your design. ‘ 
As experienced, leading contractors recog- 
od nize—KINTRIM Stainless and KINTRIM 
Alumilited sections surpass ordinary metal 
mouldings in protective service. They're pre- 
cision-made, in a complete range of gauges, 
to fit specific weights of covering materials. 
And, to protect hands and clothes against 
snagging, every KINTRIM Stainless section 
embodies Kinkead’s special Safety Rolled- 
Edge. 


Let KINTRIM beauty and utility serve you 
as the finishing touch that adds more ‘“‘face 
value.” Address us, Dept. 3A, for reprint of 
KINTRIM showing, Architects’ File, 1946 
Sweet’s Catalog. 


} {Int ee 


KINKEAD [SS INDUSTRIES 


INCORPORATED 


440-450 W. SUPERIOR ST., CHICAGO 10, ILL. 











lnter-lechiag prid core withie the 
constant air cir- 
, adds extra strength and 
provides ‘greater rigidity. ‘ 
THE beauty of Paine Rezo doors is visual. You can 
see instantly the "lift" they give to interiors .... 
how they make small rooms appear lighter and more 
spacious. Yet unseen are the basic factors that make 
Paine Rezo America's largest selling flush door. Be- 
neath the matchless surface of this 1% inch door is 
a patented, inter-locking air-cell core that checks 
shrinking and warping, while it adds great strength 
to light weight. In addition, this best engineered door 
is pre-fitted, cut to size, easily hung and quickly fin- 
ished. Its installed cost is no more than that of an 
ordinary door. No wonder more than one million are 
in service today in every type of building everywhere. 
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the green light, allow individual initiative 
and enterprise to operate in its natural 
way, and the law of supply and demand 
soon will find a common level for competi- 
tion to open up a free market . . . 

“Healthy competition will regulate prices 
far better than man-made regulations of a 
bureaucratic system. ‘You cannot success- 
fully control our economy through regula- 
tions and directives. The inflationary trend 
in which we find ourselves is the direct 
result of this unconscionable and unwar- 
ranted meddling of the bureaucratic 
order.” 


In Mlinois, Governor Dwight Green 
(Rep.) saw another villain, of a brand cal- 
culated to get him headlines in the isola- 
tionist Chicago Tribune. Shrieked the 
Tribune: “Governor Lays Housing Crisis 
to Lend-Lease.” According to the Tribune, 
Governor Green thinks the present housing 
shortage exists because “material stocks 
have been depleted by lend-lease exports 
and production is stagnated by the confu- 
sion of attempted price and wage level 
stabilization.” 


BANKS BUILD 

Eight Rochester banks find way to sup- 

ply low-rent housing for veterans. 

In Rochester, N. Y. eight banks found an 
answer to one of the biggest gaps in the 
emergency housing program—how to sup- 
ply moderate-priced rental housing. The 
banks said they planned to get together 
on a non-profit corporation to build enough 
apartments to accommodate 150 veterans 
and their families. The corporation will 
borrow equally from its eight members 
(five commercial and three savings banks) 
at a low rate of-interest for the financing 
needed to put up a garden-type apartment 
development. The plan marked the first 
banking step outside New York City to take 
advantage of the new state law under which 
banks are permitted to make direct housing 
investments, and the first example of com- 
mercial bank participation (in New York, 
savings banks have teamed together to plan 
a number of rental projects). 

Late in January Rochester’s housing 
pinch had exploded at a mass meeting 
where anxious citizens demanded emer- 
gency government housebuilding and urged 
that all nonresidential construction in the 
city be banned. The meeting started the 
bankers thinking. Within a few days they 
had a plan. Said one member of the cor- 
poration: “This is our attempt to.meet the 
threat of public housing. We believe that 
if there must be some subsidization of low 








cost rental housing, it should be on the 
part of the community itself and not by the 
federal or state government.” 

The banks’ project is, however, planned 
to pay its own way without any subsidy ex- 
cept the absence of profits. If profits 
should loom up on the books, the corpora- 
tion plans to turn them over to the Com- 
munity Chest. The Community Chest will 
eventually take title to the pro’ , and 
the corporation itself will dissolve as soon 
as its investment has been amortized. Total 
cost may be reduced by the rumored likeli- 
hood that the city will donate a tract of land 
for the development. 

While exact figures have not yet been 
announced, the banks are expected to invest 
about three-quarters of a million dollars in 
the project. They hope to protect their loan 
by FHA insurance and have already sub- 
mitted a plan for FHA approval. Rents 
will probably be about $10 per room per 
month, with most of the apartments to have 
four rooms. Buildings will range from two- 
family to twelve-family units, fronting on a 
central park and play area. The plan has 
been prepared by architect C. Storrs Bar- 
rows, who is chairman of the Mayor’s ad- 
visory committee on housing. 

Full endorsement from the Rochester 
Home Builders Association and from the 
City Planning Commission means that the 
banks’ plan has plenty of support. All work 
will be done by local building contractors 
with local labor. Special attention will be 
given to using substitutes for critical ma- 
terials wherever possible, but backers em- 
phasize that construction will be of a “high 
quality, permanent type”, while the char- 
acter of the project will be protected by 
zoning, thorough landscaping, etc. _ 

With approval from the Rochester Clear- 
ing House Association and from the State 
Banking Commission expected before the 
month’s end, backers felt safe in talking 
about fall occupancy—a promise that was 
the first tangible piece of good news Roches- 
ter’s homeless had yet heard. 


PROMISE OF PEACE ! 
New York signs pact after two years of 
trying, but some unions stay out. 

One sign of how far labor will go along with 

the building speed-up needed to meet the 

housing emergency came from New York 

City. As a sample of what labor’s attitude 

may be, it was not encouraging. New 

York’s Construction Trades Council and 

Building Employers’ Association finally put 

(Continued on page 20) 









mae = owe CF 


Loaatl 


ude 
New 
and 
put 














Post creat- 
This th fit of onl Gyms lr erase etre ng Te 
















This house, designed 
SE Le pencen ond ges legs pe oat Tht homes ig UT heat jon can Bld 
Grpesen ig Fr it Not hen Von ee New York. 





ite eS wise ids ‘ : Sty > oe ROE OFS eS eS 
Ask your Gold Bond lumber and building material dealer how to have a home like this. He Is headquarters for new building products and ideas. 


In your house “skin deep” hideity isn’t enough! 





SOME day soon you'll build that Gia you’ve been i dously to structural strength at no extra cost. That will turn ; 
and longing for. It may be modern, as the one above. & it ma’ away summer heat and retain heat in the winter. That can be beau- 
be colonial or stately Georgian. Or it may be a simple “Cape eal tiful in any color with a marvelous paint that dries in one hour! 
der” nestled in among tall trees. Whatever its style—you want it. You can get these advantages and snasy spe ay iby demanding the six 
You'll build it. ay you'll love its every nail and and stone! Gold, Bond features shown below. Bac! em up is-a complete 


And, because your home is.so important, you should know now line of 152 buildi roducts, ow sdeecd hs in “* modern plants, and 
the essentials at emake the difference between flimsy construction sold through 10, 0b Tea — lumber and building material dealers 





and sound, b bad i tment and a good. Take walls and When you ‘start thinking about new building or modernizing, 
ceilings, for instance, ‘but dont take them for granted! It’s easy—for see your Gold Bond dealer first. He can bring you the latest in 
a few months or years—to hide cheap, second-rate quality in walls building products and ideas. He can help you get more than 
and ceilin: they today, thanks to ediiivor vars of research in “skin deep” beauty and value for no more than the cost of ordinary 
this specialized field, it’s just as walls that will last construction. 


forever. That will be firesafe, an pal, on Day That will add National Gypsum Company, Buffalo 2, New York. 





" Over 150 tested Gold Bond Building Products for new construction or deling add greater pe 9, beauty and fire protection. These include wallboard, 
zz lath, plaster, Hime, sheathing, wall paint, insulation, metal and sound control products 
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“NO, 5 JEFFERSON LANE”—a home for 
good living designed for Good House- 
keeping Magazine by architect 
Cameron Clark of New York City. 
One of a group of landscaped scale 
models in Good Housekeeping’s i 
“Homes America Wants” exhibit. 8 
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i vill your new homes stay that way?. 


You can offer clients lasting modernity 
with Servel All-Year Gas Air Conditioning 


“‘In addition to providing comfort every day 
of. the year,: All-Year Gas Air Conditioning will 
reduce the obsolescence rate of homes and add 
appreciably to their value.” 

_ $So says Mr. F. A. Ferroggiaro, Executive Vice 
President of. the Bank of America. His opinion is 
echoed. by leading mortgage loan officers all over 
the country, who agree that Servel All-Year Gas 
Air Conditioning:will definitely keep homes modern 
Jonge. : 

‘Theypoint out, too, that homeowners get maxi- 
mum “‘usé value” from the Servel equipment. Many 
features considered essential in the modern home 
‘—guest room, laundry, extra bathroom—are used 

. only intermittently. But the “new quality of living” 
provided by the Servel unit is enjoyed by the whole 
family every day in the year. 

In winter they luxuriate in clean,. properly 
humidified, draft-free heat. In summer they are 
refreshed by cool, clean air, freed from sticky hu- 
midity. The year round they choose the climate 
they want indoors with a touch of the central 
“Selectrol.” : 

Plan now to offer clients the lasting modernity 
of Servel All-Year Gas Air Conditioning. Your Gas 
Company has trained air conditioning engineers 
ready to help. you specify and install the unit. Get 
complete information from them, or write to Servel, 
Inc., 2603 Morton Avenue, Evansville 20, Indiana. 








M-Yeu GAS AIR CONDITIONER 

















THE INSULATING AND 
BUILDING BOARD 


Wet iS 











The challenges of War confirmed what experienced 
architects and builders have long known ... Homasote is 
completely weatherproof—whether used for interiors or 
exteriors. In steaming 
tropical bases — in Arc- 
tic, Temperate and Ant- 
arctic areas— Homasote 
always gave the samede- 
pendable performance. 

Now the big sheets of Homasote—in sizes up to 8 feet 
by 14 feet—are again available for private construction. 
Use them for interior finish, for exterior finish, for sub- 
flooring, roof sheathing or 
sidewall sheathing. Take 
advantage of the various 
sizes to avoid unsightly 
batten strips and unneces- 
sary wall joints. 

Here are top insulating efficiency and top structural 
strength in a single board—a board that is permanently 
crackproof. Here is the perfect surface for either paint 
or wallpaper. 

We welcome the oppor- 
tunity to send any architect 
or builder a copy of our new 
booklet, illustrating some of 
the many uses of Homasote Insulating and Building 
Board. The book gives physical characteristics, per- 
formance charts, specification data and application in- 
structions. We invite you to write for your copy today. 
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HOMASOTE COMPANY, Trenton 3, N. J. 
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their signatures to an industry-wide, five- 
year agreement which gave at least the 
promise of increased output and of labor 
peace. But three key trades—plasterers, 
electricians and bricklayers—had flatly re- 
fused to sign up. Their biggest reason: the 
agreement calls for a standard 7-hour day. 

The reluctance of the traditional 6-hour 
trades to lengthen their working day was 
baldly expressed by Saul Heisler, business 
manager of the plumbers’ union: “We want 
to spread the work. Of our 3,800 New York 
members, 1,000 are currently out of work, 
500 more are still in the armed forces. We 
want to be sure there will be jobs for them 
when construction starts.” But by menth’s 
end, the plumbers apparently had overcome 
their opposition to a 7-hour day and were 
reported ready to sign. 

The bricklayers’ “no” was final, accord- 
ing to secretary Andrew Lawler. Said 
Lawler: “We'll negotiate for ourselves. We 
don’t want to be tied down. We have our 
own arbitration tribunal and we don’t need 
a master agreement.” 

In exchange for pay increases ranging 
up to 25 cents an hour and for the guar- 
antee of wage renegotiations every year, 
the unions who did sign up agreed to ban 
strikes and lockouts and to accept the deci- 
sions of a permanent arbitration board. 
They also agreed to a standard work sched- 
ule, a hopeful effort to end the job losses 
resulting from varying trade shifts. The 
standard schedule calls for: a work-week 
of 35 hours; a 7-hour day from 8 a. m. to 
4 p. m.; seven legal holidays. On their 
part, building employers agreed to finance 
a welfare program by paying a tax based 
on 3 per cent of payroll. 

The present agreement is the second 
attempt New York’s building trades and 
building employers have made to stabilize 
their~ working relations. A similar plan 
was tried in the bad year of 1932—but 
workers were forced to accept a 25 per 
cent wage-cut as part of the agreement. 
Because of this “poison-clause”, the plan 
soon died. 


HOUSES FROM SHIPYARDS 

Union says five million could be pro- 

duced by shipbuilding methods. 
Housing chief Wyatt’s. emergency pro- 
gram had called for 850,000 prefabricated 
houses by the end of 1947. Last month the 
International Union of Marine and Ship- 
building Workers of America (CIO) touted 


a plan which, they optimistically calcu-_ 


lated, would produce five million houses in 
12 months. Their scheme, the shipyard 
workers said, would keep war-built ship- 
yards busy. It would also provide jobs for 
hundreds of thousands of skilled sheet 
(Continued on page 24) 








WATER HEATERS 
ao 23,000 test-years went 
sinto the perfecting of 

7aPass this truly modern water 
There's Only heater... the heater 
that “packages” hot 

water in glass! The heater that re- 
sists all rusting and corroding in the 
tank under any water conditions. 


When you specify hot water the 
Permaglas way, you can promise: 


1. The giass-lined tank 
— Permaglas —the 
sparkling blue, mir- 
ror-smooth glass- 
fused-to-steel. 









2, Tank as cleanasa spar- 
* kling drinking glass. 


3. Freedom from all rust- 
tos one ing in 


Send today for full nage 
mation . . . ask for 

booklet, “The Taside 
Story of Permaglas.” 














Adlake Aluminum Windows offer many advantages for so little more. 


Elimination of excessive air infiltration, finger-tip control, no warp- 


ing or sticking—thanks to an exclusive combination of nonmetallic 
weatherstripping and serrated guides, What's more, they’re beautifully 
designéd for lasting architectural appeal and efficiency. We believe 
you'll find it well worth while to get full information about Adlake 
Windows before specifying or detailing eny window. 


Tue Avams & WestLake Company 


ALSO WINDOW MAKERS TO THE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY 
ESTABLISHED 1857 ELKHART, INDIANA = NEW YORK - CHICAGO 
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What about a 








© Also from George Daub and Associates, 
comes this hobby room plan below, using ex- 
isting basement space. Compact and well 
separated are Father's shop, a minia- 
ture for Junior, and Mother's gardening 
“shed.” Tough, smooth Masonite Presd- 


woods make excellent work surfaces, backboards and cabinet panels. They're 
easy to work and apply over old construction. Grainless and dense, 
they resist basement moisture conditions very satisfactorily. 
© Write for data on the Masonite building materials to Masonite Corporation, 
Dept. AF-3, 111 W. Washington Street, Chicago 2, Illinois. 








© Call it whatever you like— its purpose is always the same: a 
room where the family (especially the children) shed their wet and. 
muddy outdoor clothes, sports equipment and toys-instead of spread- 
ing them through the house: 

© Space need is' small. Location: at or near the door that gets the 
most use—maybe front, maybe back. As a remodeling problem, you 
may make it out of a porch, big vestibule, or some space available 
nearby. Dry walls, cabinets and shelves are easy:and quick to build 
of Masonite* Presdwoods. They're unusually resistant to moisture and 
wear—they clean easily—they can be finished as you wish. 


**Masonite” is « trade-mark registered in the U. 8. Pat. Of., and { 
signifies that Masonite Corporation is the source of the product. 
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MARCH Published by SYLVANIA ELECTRIC PRODUCTS INC. — Mass. 
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Latest National Survey 
Finds Drug Stores. 





Ahead in Modern Lighting ie 


the wide trend among store owners of 
modernizifg to attract customers and 
enhance their merchandise. 

. “Whesurvey is the first of a continuing 
series of commercial lighting surveys, 
conducted in cities of 2,000 population 


WIDE TREND TOWARD STORE FLUORESCENT 
LIGHTING SHOWN IN SYLVANIA SURVEY 


stores; 64.2% of the country’s 58,000 
drug stores are now using this modern 
lighting. Other top users of fluorescent 
lighting are apparel, automotive and 
general merchandise stores—55.4, 54.3 
and 45.7 per cent, respectively, using 


According to the latest, nationwide“ | . and over from coast to coast. It covers | that type of lighting. 

commercial lighting survey, made for | retail stores, wholesale establishments, Here are actual facts indicating the 
Sylvania Electric by one of the coun- | service stores and miscellaneous com- | national trend toward fluorescent light- 
try’s largest market research organiza- | mercial and public places. ing in stores of all types. Much of this 


and other information from these sur- 
veys. is assuring you, as architects, 
that Sylvania Electric will have the 
proper fluorescent lighting equipment 
to fit into your latest plans. 


tions, there is a potential fluorescent 
lighting market of 4,263,000 commer- 
cial establishments in the country. 
This vast field for fluorescent light- 
ing installations is largely a result of 


SURVEY FACTS 


Of this broad commercial field; it 
was found that among the leading 
users of fluorescent lighting were drug 








C-205S 


Sylvania Electric makes a complete line of fluo- 
rescent fixtures for commercial use, designed to 
fit into any architectural plan. 





SYLVANIA ELECTRIC 


MAKERS OF FLUORESCENT LAMPS, FIXTURES, WIRING DEVICES; ELECTRIC LIGHT BULBS; RADIO TUBES; CATHODE RAY TUBES; ELECTRONIC DEVICES 





















Residence, McKeesport, Pa, 


Alexander Sharove, Architect, 


For beautiful floors 
that never need re-scraping— 


MINWAX 
the SCRATCHPROOF finish 


WEEN specifying the finish for wood floors, com- 

pare the outstanding advantages of the scratch- 
proof Minwax finish with the service offered by 
conventional surface-type finishes. 

Minwax Wood Finish is scratchproof because it 
is a penetrative stainwax finish that becomes part of 
the wood. It is soft—not brittle. The film of wax that 
protects the surface cannot chip and will not scratch 
white. An occasional waxing will maintain full ser- 
viceability of the finish. 

Any traffic-worn areas may be completely restored 
without visible laps by the application of a little more 
Minw x! The cost and inconvenience are negligible, 
whereas it would be necessary to re-scrape the entire 
floor if varnish or shellac had been used. 

To this scratchproof feature should be added the 
fact that Minwax Wood Finish brings out, enhances 
and protects the full zatural beauty of the wood, 
rather than coating it with a brittle, glossy film. 
Today’s owners—and tomorrow’s—appreciate the con- 
venience, beauty and economy of the Minwax 
scratchproof finish. 

For further information write to Minwax Com- 
pany, Inc., Dept. F.,11 West 42nd St., New York 
City 18, or refer to Sweet's. 

For the 28th Consecutive Year 
OUR COMPLETE CATALOG IS IN SWEET’S 
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metal workers, shipfitters, welders, elec- 
tricians arid ships’ carpenters. 

The union hoped to interest both private 
capital and the federal government in back- 


ing shipyard production of a steel or — 


aluminum house. Shipyards, the workers 
urged, are a logical place to start turning 
out a really industrialized house. They 
have large forces of skilled workers avail- 
able. They have war-tested methods of 
organizing production flow. They are all 
well located for easy transportation of the 
finished product. Little retooling would be 
needed: the metal house could be assem- 
bled on plattens just like marine bulk- 
heads. “Compared to so vastly complicated 
a machine as a modern vessel, the house 
would be a plaything.” 

So far, the union had no specific house 
design to talk from. But Joseph M. Hettel, 
a Camden, N. J. architect whom they con- 
sulted, sketched an enthusiastic word pic- 
ture: the house could be built in compact 
integral units. Each packaged room would 
have its own plumbing and wiring. Each 
would be a completely self-supporting 
member, making a bulky frame and joists 
unnecessary. Units would be designed to 
fit together, providing an indefinitely 
expansible house. 

Dreamed architect Hettel: “Sheet metal 
workers could make the light metal sec- 
tions and duct work, windows, kitchen 
cabinets, stainless steel plumbing fixtures— 





_and even possibly the ‘interior furniture. 


Shipfitters would be required to fit the wall 
sections together. Plate and angle work 
would be required on the structural forms. 
Welders would seam the house together. . .” 

One big fact lent force to the union’s 
proposal: more than $1 billion worth of 
government-built shipyards (some of them 
giant-sized) are now on the war surplus 
market, and nobody seems to know quite 
what to do with them. But there was as yet 
no sign that housing chief Wyatt (whose 
plan to underwrite sales of prefab houses 
seemed primarily geared to the needs of ex- 
isting producers) or anybody else was inter- 
ested in pouring out money on the gargan- 
tuan scale necessary to launch the shipyard 


workers’ gargantuan answer to the housing 


crisis. 


STILL BOOMING 
Assessor's records show price climb. 
Like a lot of other people; the assessor for 
the city and county of Denver found him- 
self floundering in the uneasy sea of current 
real estate values. Like many another con- 
(Continued on page 28) 








... and right here 
we'll put the 


INC El RATOR 





Of course you are recommending in- 
cineration to your cients and the 
KERNERATOR provides the best means 
for disposing of not only household 
but apartment house, shop and in- 
stitutional garbage and waste. It's 
efficient, ical ond . P 





being installed out ofthe way in the 
cellar. it operates for years without 
maintenance. 


Two general types of KERNERATORS 
are available: Bricked-In and Portable. 
The Bricked-in Type is usually con- 
nected to the furnace five. The Port- 
able Type can be connected to the five 
or it can vent to the outside through 
the cellar wall. 


Our Bulletin 160 gives full details of 
KERNERATORS. installation data are 
given to enable you to work the 
selected unit into your building plans. 


Kerner ‘Maiiiediins Division 


‘MORSE BOULGER 
DESTRUCTOR CO. 


209-8 EAST 42nd ST. © MEW YORK 17, M. Y. 
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For months now we have been telling your customers 
about the advantages of heating their homes with Base- 
Ray Radiant Baseboards. 

The response has been terrific. Thousands of home 
owners all over the country have written us for further 
details and have received our literature on BASE-RAY. 

There is already a huge potential market for this new 
and improved method of Radiant Heating — a method 
which is practically invisible,“ amazingly efficient and 


Export Department 


MEANS BUSINESS for You 


Boiler borporation, 


IRVINGTON, N. Y., Dept. AF-36 


50 CHURCH ST., NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 














so completely ““out of the way” that rooms become 
100% livable. 

As an architect, you will require certain information 
before starting your specifications covering Base-Ray instal- 
lations, To be fully informed, write for our special folder, 
“Ratings and Installation Guide on Base-Ray’”’. 

This illustrated folder gives a graphic, detailed descrip- 
tion of Base-Ray — tells all you need to know in order to 
incorporate Base-Ray in your plans. 
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Recommend Blue Ribbon Design 
STANLEY CABINET HARDWARE 


Every girl is fussy . . . about her own kitchen. 

That’s why we took so very, very much care to make the new 
Stanley Cabinet Hardware line just exactly right. That’s why, too, 
between the girls and Stanley, it’s a case of love at first sight. 

Actually, years of practical research went into this new line 
before a pencil was ever touched to paper. Then the most competent 
designers of the country were called in and given free rein. 

That's why the new Stanley Cabinet Hardware is practical ... 
doors latch when they’re sup to, open when they’ re supposed 
to... knobs stay trim and tight . . . latch handles, pulls and 
knobs have finger room to spare! 

That's why the new Stanley Cabinet Hardware is beautiful... 
sparkling trim for any modern kitchen! 

That's why the new Stanley Cabinet Hardware makes up a 
woman's mind fast . . . they love it! 

And that’s why you can recommend the new Stanley Cabinet 
Hardware with confidence!. Write for folder showing com- 
plete line. The Stanley Works, Cabinet Hardware Division, New 
Britain, Connecticu 


- ESTANLEY] 
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A turn of the lever gives 
. NEEDLE SPRAY for 
STIMULATION 






OD SPRAY for 
-SPLASH RINSE 


@ No other shower head provides the many features of the 
Speakman Anystream. 


@ The Anystream is really three showers in one, the type 
of spray being adjustable instantly V4 the user,. as 
shown in the sketches above. 


@ The Anystream is self-cleaning. In the flood position, 
the Anystream passes off pipe-scale, rust and sediment 
which clog ordinary shower heads. 


@ The Anystream delivers 48 individual jets of water all of 
which adjust simultaneously with a turn of the lever. 


@ The Anystreani is easy to install and is designed to 
harmonize with all modern bathrooms. 





@ The Anystream is precision-made for long wear and low 
maintenance. 


@ And when the plungers areeextended (in open position) 
after use, the shower hi is immediately drained, 
eliminating that annoying after-drip. 


See Sweet’s Architectural File for a condensed 
Speakman catalog, or write for further information. 


SPEAKMAN 


SHOWERS AND FIXTURES 
“The best in brass since 1869” 


SPEAKMAN COMPANY, WILMINGTON 99, DELAWARE 
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THE MODERN WAY 
to Dispose of 
GARBAGE 

and REFUSE 










NO ODORS ESCAPE 


In both new and modernized 
homes, the convenience that wins immediate ap- 
pemeek 3e ale wiaetots, ae nd See ee 
reducing wet-or-dry rubbish garbage to ashes. 
Compact and smartly led, this ruggedly built 
Majatic Portable Home ncinerator gives lasting, 
carefree service. Costs nothing to operate. Uses 
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scientious expert, Denver’s Frank Wilson 
tried hard to steer a straight course between 
“current prices” and “real values.” After 
a few tries at 1946 valuations, assessor 
Wilson declared he was seasick. 

He pointed to the law: “Assessors must 
assess at full cash value and maintain uni- 
formity in fixing values.” But what was 
cash value? As hungry buyers laid more 
and more cash on the line, house prices 
bounced higher and higher. 

Wilson hauled out the records: “Here’s 
a 10-room house built on two lots in 1906 
for $3,880. This house was sold in October, 
1943 for $6,500. In October, 1944, the 
same house sold for $11,000 and in Decem- 
ber, 1945, it sold for $12,500. This house 
was assessed last year at $3,800. 

“Again, here’s a 5-room frame house 
built in 1942 and assessed in 1943 at 
$1,870. This little frame cottage sold in 
that year for $4,000. It sold again in 
September, 1944, for $5,000 and in 1945 
for $5,500.” 

Asked dismayed assessor Wilson, thumb- 
ing a dozen similar examples: “Now which 
is the real, which the inflated value of that 
house?” But nobody gave him a good 
answer. 


HOME OWNERS, UNITE! 
Realty brokers seek popular front with 
their customers. 

As spokesman for real estate brokers, the 

National Association of Real Estate Boards 

has become one of the most formidable 

lobbyists in Washington. Recent tributes 
to NAREB’s potency have ranged from 
bristling exposes in the liberal press to such 
tangible evidence as the revocation of 
building control or- 
der L-41 last October, 

a coup which the As- 

sociation itself be- 

latedly recognized as 
somewhat premature. 
NAREB, whose 
multitude of well- 
funded enterprises are 
guided by adroit Her- 
bert U. Nelson, has 
long hoped to amplify its already powerful 
voice (and, incidentally, fatten its already 
plump pocketbook) by an alliance with 
property owners. Last month Nelson hap- 
pily let it be known that a formula for 
uniting the real estate trader and his mar- 
ket had been found. The new National Real 
- Estate Foundation, he said, will “consoli- 
date the 27 million property owners of the 
country into one organization in the inter- 
ests of protecting property rights.” Nelson 
did not announce an equally important 
fact: heavy contributions were already on 
(Continued on page 32) 
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F—S( FLASHING FLAT AND 
’ 7 EXPOSED TO DAMAGE 



























Conventional method handling the 


expense. Later, flashing will have to 
be turned up. 


here's an hoor 
New 


Yes, a new way that absolutely protects 
the turn-up from damage and debris; 
that requires no additional labor or ma- 
terial — but actually saves both! De- 
velo, by engineers of the Wasco 
ing . Company, the Ji ed 
ishing 

file- 


an 

folder published by the manufacturers 
of Wasco as a service to the architects 
and building trades. Available without 
charge to architects, appliers, builders, 
etc. Write for your copy, there’s no 
obligation. 


IT'S YOURS FOR THE ASKING ! 
Wasco 


Wasco is pure, electrosheet copper 
(available,in 2, 3, 5 and 7 oz. copper 
weight per comers, foot) insulated and 
t, Daacemneted ed fi fabric Bonde ot 

ti al - 

fectly with mortar. Use Wasco as 


place heavy sheet copper ata 
fraction of the weight and cost. i- 
fications, details and samples be 
gladly furnished on request. 


WASCO FLASHING COMPANY 
‘CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 














Building for Flight Test Facilities. 
MarcusT.Reynolds, Albany, 
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LUPTO 


METAL WINDOWS 











Steel Windows for Flight Test Hangar .. 
Lupton Windows offer the enduring service and mod- 
ern design required in buildings of this type. Weather- 
tight. Easy to operate, either singly or mechanically in 
groups. Abundant daylight, visibility and controlled 
natural ventilation create pleasant, healthful work 
quarters. Lupton Windows are made in types to suit 
the varied requirements of modern building construc- 
tion — Industrial Windows, Architectural Projected 
Windows, Casements. 
See our Catalog in Sweet's 
MICHAEL FLYNN MANUFACTURING CO. 
E. Allegheny Avenue at Tulip Street, Philadelphia 34, Pa. 
Member of the Metal Window Institute 








“How much will heat and power 









es. Specify TODD Burners 
for minimum fuel consumption 


TT problem of estimating future operating 
costs is restraining many business men from 
making decisions on building projects. A major 
item in operation is the cost of producing power 
and heat. 


For more than thirty years, Todd has led the field 
in the development of combustion equipment 
with maximum power capacity coupled with min- 


COMBUSTION EQUIPM 


cost in this development? ” 
\C 


imum fuel consumption. There is an economy- 
proved line of.'Todd Oil or Gas Burners, fully 
automatic, semi-automatic, or manually con- 
trolled, to fit all requirements, regardless of the 
type of building or the power set-up. In addition, 
special equipment can be tailored to meet your 
exact specifications. 


Before selecting burners for your new or tfe- 
modeled buildings consult Todd Engineers. They 
will cooperate with you in every way in meeting 
the individual needs of your clients’ power plants. 


ENT DIVISION 


Ss CORPORATION 
TODD SHIPYARD i a 
PHILADELPHIA, CHICAGO, 


601 West 26th Street, New 


SPRINGFIELD, 


HOUSTON, 
ACOMA, MONTREAL, 


NEW YORK, BROOKLYN, 
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HOBOKEN, NEWARK, 
MASS., 
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New full-size details of 
both lines of Pittco Metal 


H™* a planning tool you’re sure to find useful 
in the building and renovating days ahead. 
It’s an A.I.A. file containing full-size details of the 
varied mouldings, sashes, sills, jambs, heads, bars, 
bands, transom bars, and awning bars in the Pittco 
De Luxe and Pittco Premier Store Front Metal 
lines. These drawings will bring your files up to 
date. They show how the pieces should be installed 
with various types of building materials and indi- 
cate some of the many attractive combinations in 
which they can be assentbled. You can easily trace 
the shapes onto your own drawings. 

Inquiries from architects and clients indicate a 


PITTCO 
STORE FRONT METAL 











great interest in both lines of Pittco Metal, not only 
for use in store fronts, but also in store interiors, 
hotel and theater lobbies and corridors, labora- 
tories—wherever smart-looking metal trim is de- 
sired. 

Whether you are using Pittco De Luxe—the dis- 
tinctive metal for high quality installations — or 
Pittco Premier—the lightweight, moderately priced 
line of Pittco Metal, you will want the portfolio of 
drawings shown above. To get it, return the coupon 
below. There is no obligation. 


Pittsburgh Plate Glass pompeny 
2118-6 Grant Building, Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 


Please sena me, without obligation, the free A.I.A. 
file of Pittco Store Front Metal details. 


—— 
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‘LIQUIDS WORTH STORING ARE WORTH MEASURING" 


LIQUIDOMETER 
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hand from a key group of large property 
owners. 5 

The new Foundation, its backers ex- 
plained, will concern itself with the organi- 
zation of all classes of property. owners. 
But “emphasis will be placed at all times 
upon enlisting the support of small home 
owners, farmers and small businessmen.” 
For president of the new Foundation, 
Nelson tapped Arthur W. Binns, a Phila- 
delphia realtor famous for his pioneer 
demonstrations of how to produce low cost 
housing by r deling and for his fight 
against public housing. 

This popular front for home owners and 
big i will be devoted principally to 








. research and to impartial investigation of 


the many problems that beset property 
owners, its publicity releases said. But 
Boston reporters, listening to Nelson speak 
to local realtors, somehow got another idea. 


* Next day Boston headlines said: “New Or- 


ganization Formed to Fight Rent Control.” 


150,000 BEDS 
VA will build skyscraper hospitals. 

Last month the Veterans’ Administration 
launched what General Omar N.. Bradley 
called “the most gigantic hospital building 
program in the history of the world.” VA’s 
plans called for 80 new hospitals, additions 
to 98 more at a total expenditure of nearly 
half a billion dollars. The job, General 
Bradley promised, would be done in 18 
months, provide 151,000 hospital beds. 

To meet his schedule, Bradley tossed the 
assignment to the speed-geared Army En- 
gineers, who built hundreds of hospitals 
during the war. VA, he said, would not be 
able to do the job in less than three years 
under its own steam. Somewhat miffed, the 
Public Buildings Administration, which had 
expected to get the job, pointed to its wealth 
of experience, not only in design and con- 
struction of big public buildings, but also 
in operation and maintenance. 

But with the Army Engineers as boss, 
private architects can expect to get a better- 
than-ever chance at this big design job. 
The Corps of Engineers operates almost 
entirely on a decentralized basis and leans 
heavily on private architects and engineers. 
As soon as projects can be set up, archi- 
tects will be invited to take contracts, Three 
well-known hospital architects have already 
been appointed as advisers: Carl A. Erick- 
son, Chicago; Addison Erdman, New York; 
Slocum Kingsbury, Washington. 

Taking a cue from the Navy’s towering 
Bethesda (Md.) medical center, VA will 
abandon the typical sprawl of its old hospi- 
tals for skyscraper buildings. 
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unsurpassed for economy 
muffies footsteps 
cleans with soap-and-water mopping 


comfortable for walking _ Nor is that allf 
non-skidding 2 E 
limitless pattern possibilities floor alterations ¢ 
colors go clear through not the whole floor. 


DAVID E. KENNEDY, Inc. 
80 Second Avenue, Brooklyn 15, N. Y. 
208 Bona Allen Bidg., Atlanta 3, Ga. 

200 Ulloa Street, San Francisco 16, Calif. 
30 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 2, Illinois 
452 Statler Bidg., Boston 16, Mass. 
614 Olympia Road, Pittsburgh 11, Pa. \ 
1211 National Broadcasting Co. Bldg., Cleveland 14, Ohio 


A & P—Woolworth—United Whelan— 
Safeway—and, the Pentagon Building, 
for instance! There’s 4 million square feet : 
of Kentile on those. much-abused 
Pentagon floors. And there’s 20 miles of 
corridor floors in Rockefeller Center 


’. that have been Kentile-covered 14 years ago, 


—and still show no signs of wear! 


A 









the Kentile colors and some of the countless patterns possible— 
plus full-color pictures of Kentile in use. Send fer your copy today 
—ne | 
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Aftes having used Formica decorative plastic sheets 
on furniture, bulkheads, doors, and other surfaces in 
ships and having observed the resulis for several 
years the office of George Sharp, well known naval 
architect, declares that each square foot of surface 
covered wih Se tan 
dollars in the course of twenty years. 


This saving is made up of many factors. The sur- 
faces never need to be re-painted or refinished. 
That saves labor, and also makes it unnecessary for 
the space to be withdrawn from use while the work 
is done. Formica is much easier to keep clean than 
many surfaces and there are important savings in 
cleaning time. 


While other users of Formica may not have ana- 
lyzed the situation as closely as the ship builders 
there is reason to believe that similar savings are 
possible wherever Formica is used—in hotels, bars, 
soda fountains, railway, bus, and train terminals, 
hospitals, public buildings, office buildings and 
stores. : ; 


And of course, in addition to economy, Formica 
offers exceptional beauty of color and surface, 
characteristic inlays, Realwood surfaces—it is a 
thoroughly modern and strikingly attractive surfac- 
ing material. 
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| Central Surety 


CONTRACT BO 









Assure Complete Performance | 2) 
of Contracts According: to A ef 
Plans and Specifications. | , os «san 
Skilled contractors with good recede for — os 

performance merit the confidence of archi- 

tects and engineers. Protection against the 


unforeseen and unpredictable is of equal im- 
portance. 


The cost of a Central Surety. guarantee’ of 
complete Performance and Price ‘is nominal 
—new rates are lower thah ever: 


Central Surety agents, active in ‘all states, 
promptly furnish “Perform or Pay” con- 
tract bonds on all types of construction. 





CENTRAL SURETY AND INSURANCE (ORPORATION 


HOME OFFICE KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 
R. E. McGINNIS, President i 
SAN FRANCISCO ° CHICAGO ae NEW YORK 
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During the past three years, extensive research has been 
conducted by the Armstrong Cork Company on the subject 
of flooring materials for use with radiant heating. This rela- 
tively new type of heating, commonly consisting of hot 
water pipes or hot air ducts imbedded in a concrete sub- 
floor, has aroused much interest as well as ‘raised many 
questions in the minds of architects today. 

In Armstrong's Research Laboratory in Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania, experimental radiant-heated floors have been un- 
dergoing severe tests for more than a year. Test floors were 


FLOORS TO USE WITH 
RADIANT HEATING =-===-=-====: 


built in four separate sections, each with different types of 
subfloor construction and each designed to test various types 
of resilient flooring materials under extreme conditions, For 
Armstrong's test constructions, a hot-water system of heat- 
ing was used. The heating elements chosen were one-inch 
wrought iron, all-welded pipe, installed on 12-inch centers. 
Water is circulated through these pipes at controlled tem- 
peratures. Twenty-seven electrical thermocouples, imbedded 
at strategic points in the floor construction, record these tem- 
peratures at all stages of the experimentation. 

Careful and continuous observations have been made of 
the effects of heat and moisture and the other possible ef- 
fects of radiant heating on hardness, composition, and 
indentation of flooring materials. In addition to these lab- 
oratory test installations, many actual installations of resil- 
ient flooring in radiant-heated buildings have been observed. 
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This typical ‘installation of radiant heating on a subfloor in direct contact with the ground shows the pipe 
arrangement just before the final layer.of concrete was poured. The floor covering used was asphalt tile. 


ASPHALT TILE FOR GRADE-LEVEL 
FLOORS 


Since radiant heating is ideally suited for one-story struc- 
tures with concrete slabs poured directly on the ground, the 
problem of surface moisture is of primary .consideration in 
fecommending a floor covering material. Moisture is drawn 
up through the slab by capillary action, bringing to the sur- 


face alkali which attacks the binders of most floor coverings. . 


MAlso, in most climates, atmospheric moisture frequently 
Wcondenses on the cool floor surface during the summer 
qmonths. While it is possible, at considerable expense, to 
waterproof the concrete slab by using several layers .of as- 
phalt-saturated felt, each mopped with hot asphalt, it is still 
not always practical to eliminate moisture from condensa- 
ion. For concrete subfloors in direct contact with the ground 
it is more practical to select a material which is not harmed 
“by moisture. The flooring which meets that requirement to- 
day is asphalt tile, which has long been specified for jobs in- 
wstalled on basement and grade-level floors. Armstrong's As- 
phalt Tile is especially formulated to resist the alkglf which 
dissolves in moisture as it rises through the concrete slab. 


LINOLEUM -FOR FLOORS ABOVE 
GRADE-LEVEL 


Even under the severe conditions of Armstrong's testing, 
with surface temperatures running to the abnormal level of 
105 degrees, linoleum has shown no signs of failure. Bind- 
ets have remained strong and adhesives have held firmly. 
However, with radiant heating or any conventional type of 

eating, linoleum should be used only on suspended floors, 
# on grade-level floors with an 18-inch, well-ventilated air 


space beneath them. Also, other resilient floor materials such 


as rubber: tile and-Linotile* (Oil-Bonded) may safely be 
récommended for fadiant heating where the concrete sub- 
floor is not in direct contact with the ground. 


HOW RESILIENT FLOORS PERFORM 
OVER RADIANT HEATING 


Because of the thermoplastic qualities of most resilient 
flooring materials, these floors tend to become slightly more 
soft when radiant heating temperatures run higher than 
normal. However, most systems deliver a normal tempera- 
ture of 75 to 85 degrees F. at the immediate surface of the 
concrete. Since these temperatures are not so hot as those 
often resulting from direct rays of summer sunlight, the 
usually prescribed furniture-rest devices are considered ade- 
quate protection against indentation. The results of Arm- 
strong’s experimentation do not indicate that the use of 
radiant heating causes excessive drying action which might 
shorten the life of any resilient flooring material or presents 
any other unusual problems. It is therefore felt that resilient 
floor coverings can. be chosen by much the same standards 
as those where other type heating is employed. 

Research conducted on this phase of radiant heating is 
typical of that carried on by the Armstrong Laboratories in 
the entire field of flooring. Knowledge gained by constant 
research and long experience makes possible sound recom- 
mendations to those who have flooring problems. 

For complete information. on your particular flooring 
problem, contact any of Armstrong’s district of- 
fices, .or write: directly to the Armstrong Cork ® 
Company, 2303 Duke St., Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 


“REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. 

















IN COST OF OPERATION 






FUELBILL 





No. 3 in a series of 
National Heat Extractor Boilers 


Typical of their engineering quality is the ability of National Heat 
Extractor boilers to deliver maximum heating comfort with a 
minimum of fuel. Comparable in performance when fired by coal, 
gas or fuel oil, National Heat Extractors are easily converted from 
one fuel to another. 


The No. 3 Series Heat Extractor boiler illustrated is especially 
adaptable to large homes or commercial installations. Remember 
too—there’s an NRC heating product to fit every building need! 


The NATIONAL RADIATOR Compan 
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“He's happiest when he biacks out the battle- 
front and dreams of his postwer doorfront.” 


4 


The doorfront a service man dreams about most is the one leading into his own home, sweet home. At the moment 
no other entrance can match its appeal. 

For a doorfront that is always a pleasure to approach, there is no smarter decorative material than Suntile. A 
Suntile doorway, with its graceful design and colorful charm, is attractive and inviting at all times. Weatherproof 
and colorfast, Suntile is permanently beautiful in any climate. 

Wherever it is used—indoors or out, Suntile creates a luxurious atmosphere at a surprisingly low cost. For original 
effects that are ever modem, always in good taste, specify Suntile in your plans now, 





E When You Specify Suntile, You Specify Satisfaction 


THE CAMBRIDGE TILE MFG. CO. 


MEMBER OF THE PRODUCERS’ COUNCIL 


CINCINNATI 15, OHIO 


THIS SERIES IS BASED 
IN TALKING WITH A RETURNED WAR VETERAN, BE TACTFUL AND CONSIDERATE. TRY TO UMBERSTAND HiIS' 









ON AN IDEA SUGGESTED IN LETTERS WRITTEN BY CPL. LOUIS” A. PERK OvIC QF THE ARMY ENGINEERS IN| THE SOUTH PAGIC. 








































Wright versus Michelangelo . . . Buenos Aires on Baldwin . . . Logs for Dr. Kirsche’s fireplace . . . Filing the new Forum. 


MAN OF THE AGE 
Forum: 

After hearing for far too many years of 
the glory of -the Bauhaus international 
green hills far away, it falls like a benedic- 
tion on the soul to hear a public voice speak 
openly of the international greatness of an 
American architect. (Forum, Jan. °46, 
p. 82) 

To say as you do that in the light of 
future history Frank Lloyd Wright will 
“take on the stature of a Michelangelo” is 
perhaps a dubious compliment. Didn’t Mr. 
Wright himself say somewhere something 
to the effect that the Renaissance was the 
sunset which everyone mistook for the 
dawn? Isn’t it possible that had Frank 
Lloyd Wright been in Michelangelo’s shoes, 
he might have saved posterity from the 
horrors of Roman revivalism, which Michel- 
angelo had no scruples about perpetuating? 
As a measuring stick of Mr. Wright’s 
greatness, the boys of the Renaissance are 

Seriously, I do want to applaud your 
choice of Wright as the architectural man 
of the age. 


: T. H. Rossyoun-Gissincs 
New York, N. Y. 


Forum: 
Rare (for any statement on Frank Lloyd 
. Wright) is the accuracy, honesty and free- 
dom from exaggeration of yours in the 
January Forum. The first paragraph is a 
brilliant plunge to the heart of architec- 
. DonaLp THompson 
South Charleston, W. Va. 
Forum: 
This is not criticism—I just think its 
funny. (see cut) 
New York, N.Y. 


Wright's Spiral — Rudolph’s Churn 


Georce C. Rupotpx 
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Forum: 

Just a line to compliment you on your 
new policy of illustrating new ideas with 
color. I also wish to compliment you on 
your method of illustrating Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s latest creation, as his work has 
always been a real contribution to the cause 
of architecture . . . 

Sruart P. Knutson, Architect 
Omaha, Neb. 


HOPEFUL EXCEPTION 
Forum: 
The January issue of the Forum (p. 20) 


®... contains an article entitled “Labor,” in 


which I find some statements which should 
be 

1. “Not a single union has seen fit to 
adjust its traditional journeyman to ap- 
prenticeship ratio. Carpenters still train 
only one apprentice to every ten journey- 
men; most other trades limit apprentices to 
one for every five journeymen.” The fact 
is that here on the Monterey Peninsula in 
California, the ratio is one apprentice for 
every two journeymen. 

2. “Not a single union has taken steps 
to provide systematic crediting of army and 
navy skills.” That, also, is not true in this 
locality and credit is given for these skills 
and the apprenticeship correspondingly 
shortened. In addition, some unions have 
waived initiation fees entirely and assess 
small dues to apprentices. 

It seems to me that your writer should 
not have made such sweeping statements 
until he had wider information. If the rest 
of the article is as inaccurate as the state- 
ments I have quoted, then it is most mis- 
leading and unfair to labor unions. 

Mrs. JosepH SCHOENINGCER 
Carmel, Calif. 
Forum nationally; Reader Schoen- 
inger for Monterey Peninsula—Ep. 


BACK TO BALDWIN 


’ Forum: 


“I declare, I wish to read and to sub- 
scribe to magazines whenever their editorial 
policies become compatible with a contem- 
porary architect’s work.” As a contempor- 
ary architect’s work, I understand, is work 
free of style prejudices, pseudo-traditional 
reminiscences; a work far from “Old 
Vacuity” and closest to “New Integrity.” 

When I read a professional magazine, 
I want to see in it an architectural, not an 
archaeological, policy; I want new and 


fresh ideas, not a catalogue of Cape Cod 
and Dutch Colonial imitations as you pub- 
lished some years ago. In fact, I wish some- 
thing that is the opposite of Mr. Baldwin’s 
big ideas on modern architecture. If my 
opinion has any value for helping your 
present policy, I declare that Forum is an 
outstanding and positive tool for the mod- 
ern” architectural worker. 

; Jose M. F. Pastor, Architect 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 


RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS 
Forum: 

Congratulations on the fine piece, “Good 
Neighbors,” on p. 16 of your January issue. 
It is the first time to my knowledge that 


. the issue of restrictive covenants has been 


squarely and liberally faced by a journal 
representing the building industry. 

It is high time for architects, planners 
and builders to accept their large share of 
responsibility for the dangerous trend 
toward complete racial and economic segre- 
gation. We have been far too exclusively 
concerned with the techniques for “neigh- 
borhood planning,” while ignoring the fact 
that zoning, restrictive agreements, and 
large-scale building enterprise (public as 
well as private) are rapidly pushing us 
toward a feudal social pattern which is the 
very antithesis of democracy. 

CATHERINE BAUEK 
Boston, Mass. 


LOGS FOR THE FIREPLACE 
Forum: 

I must write in protest against the atti- 
tude expressed in the letter from Dr. Ren- 
freux Kirsche. (Forum, Jan. °46, p. 38.) 
It is this type of thinking that is a threat 
to our civilization. It may very well be con- 
temporary and mechanical, but is that 
enough? It seems to me that too many of 
our “modernists” in their desire to be 
“modern,” in their effort to be functional, 
in their worship of the machine and science, 
have completely forgotten the essential 
nature of man. 

Now a fireplace may not be functional 
in this atomic age, but “modern” or old- 
fashioned, an open fire has certain univer- 
sal aesthetic appeal and is an ageless 
symbol of hospitality, friendliness and 
warmth, A machine for living, streamlined 
to go 90 miles per hour, may be nice and 
precise, a bright and shining thing, but it 
seems entirely lacking in the human quality 
(Continued on page 42) 
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rintxote takep pride 40 announcing the eadition of Flintkote 
pmtote MROE Ee Long oo MO Ste geek, 2 “F of quality 
Quilding materials. wiintkote Insulating Woo), a "Fibergies* 
Product", already enjoys wide consumer acceptance: 
plintkote Insulating Woo? not only hes great thermal insulating 
value, but in addition its almost microscopic glass fibres make 
it fire- tion Ste sinew: Papeorbing motatare oF OHor%s 
It cannot rust, et, mildew or sustain . 
Available in batts and roll blankets, junior batts, and in 
suitable for between rafters, Flintkote 
both new and existing struc- 























---Especially the kind of deal Columbia gives you! First 
there are our mills which turn out only top quality window 
shades and Venetian blinds. (These days of restrictions we 
give you the very best we can with “what we have to work 
with.”) Then there is the large corps of Columbia dealers who 





THE COLUMBIA MILLS, INC. « 











it takes two to make a deal 


make a specialty of installation and carrying out your 
specifications to the letter. 

Some of our shade and blind lines are still limited, but 
there's no limit to the Columbia Mills’ quality, and the 
Columbia dealer’s service. 


WINDOW SHADES 


AND VENETIAN BLINDS 


FIFTH AVENUE, MEW YORK 10, NM. Y¥. 
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ERE’S something that ought to be news but isn’t. When 

290-foot long home has uniform temp through 
out, even during high wind conditions, that would be news 
with most heating systems. But not with Janitrol. For the 
application of Janitrol Gas-Fired Winter Air Conditioners 
to get optimum heating results is the everyday job of the 
Janitrol heating engineer. 


This home of P. C. McKenzie in Mt. Lebanon, Pa., for in- 
stance. To eliminate the need for extensive ductwork and 
place heat more directly where it is needed, two Janitrol 
furnaces were recommended—one in either end of the 
home. Results: reasonable installation cost, low fuel bills, 
and solid, long-lasting beating comfort. In the words of the 
owner—““We have enjoyed exceedingly uniform tempera- 
tures in this'90-foot long residence.” 


Whether you're planning to heat a large home like this 
one, a double home, a bungalow, or a small. apartment, 
there’s a Janitrol Gas Furnace for the job . . . and a Janitrol 
heating engineer who can help you select it. He may not be 
able to_provide all the Janitrols you need now, but call 
upon him. He’s anxious to help ‘in, ahy way he can. 

. 
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Just three screws, quickly and easily placed 
will install a Grand Rapids Invizible Sash 
Balance. This simplicity and ease of instal- 
lation is but one of the more commendable 
features that will prove a great factor in 
the great building program that lies 
ahead. And a factor in profits, also. 

No tapes or cables or exposed tubes. 
Actually, six simple steps to install. No 
odd sizes. Amazingly durable, smooth, 
quiet and dependable in operation. 

The saving and extra satisfaction realized 
on Grand Rapids Invizible installations has 
already been fully substantiated by, the 
experience of scores of leading contractors. 


Send for Sash Balance Catalog 


This catalog contains complete information on 
sash balance sizes, directions for installing, etc. 
—all fully illustrated. 


GRAND RAPIDS 
PULLEYS 


Lee aay Ot TER LAER TG PIS MTA AA AF 


No. 103 
4 Face plate, 
cone bearing 
type 

















of warmth. Or is that old-fashioned, too? 

I do not know what Dr. Kirsche would 
have us do to bring our morals, ethics and 
emotions into tune with the Atomic Age. 
Perhaps he might care to elaborate. I'd be 
interested in knowing what contemporary 
and mechanical emotions are. 

As for me, “Throw another log on the 
fire, my dear. Dr. Kireche just went 
through and I feel that a chill remains in 
the air.” 

Veiner KHLEBNIKOV 
Kansas City, Mo. 
The Kansas City Art Institute 


Forum: 
With righteous indignation 
I strove to keep my perch 
While reading in your column 
The note from Renfreux Kirsche. 
It seems that Renfreux never had 
A home to call his own, 
Where the warmth and cheer of a fireplace 
Could thaw his chilly bones. 
He probably stood by a register 
While the hot air oozed around, 
And got his cheer from a bottle 
When the snow was on the ground. 
And furthermore, the cultural lag 
Which Renfreux speaks about 
Is due to his misinformation 
And a case of atomic gout. 
As for sentimental attachment, 
I’m afraid he has me here; 
Just give me a glowing fireplace 
To gather my family near. 
And now when I think it over, 
I can understand his ire; 
For perhaps, unlike most of us, 
He cannot build a fire. 
Or perhaps he was born before his time. 
You know, it could possibly be. 
So may I suggest that he leave this world 
And come back—say, 5,000 A. D. 
Ricnarp W. Norman, Designer 
Portland, Ore. 


THE NEW FORUM 
Forum: 


The new Forum looks wonderful—it 
would be fascinating to report that I 
greeted it frazzled and unnerved. I had 
only a quiet, confident gleam . . . 

Leonarp Lionnt 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Forum: 
All this and colored pictures too! 


L. Morcan Yost, Architect 
Kenilworth, Ill. 
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Forum: 

. . - I believe that the increased size of 
the magazine is a mistake. It is now of a 
dimension that does not fit into either a 
loose leaf binder or a standard letter file. 

Few architects, of my acquaintance, bind 
their magazines into volumes. Most prefer 
some personal method of segregating the 
material that makes broad subdivisions 
readily available for convenient reference. 

It is my personal hope that you may find 
it desirable to return to a more standard 
size. 

Atrrep W. Jounson, Architect 
San Francisco, Calif. 


Forum: 

May I add my congratulations to the 
many you must be receiving on the new 
format and the fine editoria! coatents of 
your January issue. 

Haron S. Butrenuet, Editor 
The American City 
New York, N.Y. 


Forum: 

We received a few days ago the January 
issue of The Forum but so far are still at a 
loss as to what to do with it. The new 
format looks well on the- conference table 
but the plates do us no good for reference; 
the value of the magazine to us has been 
in the reference matter which of course is 
filed by subject and AIA reference, in 
standard letter size filing cabinets. 

We are very much disappointed at the 
change in page size and we do not like it. 
Since we had our filing cabinets before we 
had the Forum I am afraid we will have to 
keep the cabinets and look for file material 
elsewhere than in The Forum... 

Fieminc R. Hurt, Architect 
Waynesboro, Va. 


Forum: 

To the tower of congratulatory letters . . . 
add mine. 

For the first time a “trade” publication 
assumes the stature and garb of a top-flight 
general interest magazine. Fitting it is that 
this should be in the nation’s most impor- 
tant industry . . . interesting it is that so 
important an advance be by those who 
created Time-Lire-ForTUNE .. . 

Howarp G. Know.ton 


Chicago, Ill. 


Forum: 
Please tell me how I am supposed to fit 
the new Forum in ‘my letter size files. 


Braum WiesmMan 
Montreal, Quebec 


(Continued on page 46) 
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@ The discriminating. resi- 

dents of 222 East Chestnut. 
\uary | St., Chicago, have good rea- 
lata | son to be well satisfied with 
okie : their kitchen equipment — 
ence; Norge Rollator refrigerators 
been and Norge electric ranges take 
ree is care of their refrigeration and 
aati cooking requirements “to the 
t the queen’s taste.” Rissman & 
ike it. Hirschfeld were the architects 
re we : . 
at for this cooperative tenancy. 
terial 


NORGE DIVISION 
hitect BORG-WARNER 
CORPORATION 
DETROIT 26, MICHIGAN 


TS... In Caneda: 
i ADDISON INDUSTRIES, LTD., TORONTO, ONT. 


























THESE ADVERTISERS WILL 
TELL HOUSE & GARDEN READ- 
ERS ABOUT THEIR BUILDING 
PRODUCTS IN EARLY 1946. 


Acme White Lead & Color Wo: ks 
Amana 

American Brass 

American rap & Mfg. Co. 









Chamberlain Co. of America ! 
Chase Brass & Copper 4 
Chicopee Mfg. Corp. , 
* Crane Co. 


& Garden blueprint is the Var 
TAIRS LAUNDRY. Haale Me. Corp. 
washday efficiency to a higher level, Homease Products 
Natural evolution of automatic washers, iocbameCn of dics” 


. ° I ‘ 
Johns-Manville C: 
automatic dryers, new postwar equipment. foot nd Bsa 
The upstairs laundry is Kimberly Clark Corp 
Libbey-Owens-Ford Co. 


just one of the practical and progressive ideas Lend & Borshom 


in House & Garden’s 1946 Building Program. Me ra” Co. : 
Each month, House & Garden anticipates a Minncapolis Honeywell 
blueprint problem ... tells your customers how to aura, Cin Pine | 


Nurre Companies Inc. 


plan, what to BUY when they build. | Quens Corning Fiberlas Corp 


Pe ove 1 Plate Glass 


House &Garden == 































United Wall Paper Factories 
Wendel, Inc., Rudolph 


Wood Conversion Co. 
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HoT AND COLD WATER circulating system 


BOILER FEED LINES 
STEAM RETURN LINES 


DENSATE LINES 
bene AND HIGH PRESSURE AIR — 
LUBRICATING OIL circulating na 

are used. guch as oxygen. mitrogen, SxJ°Ny 
INDUSTRIAL GAS bo e§ jaboratories. 
helium, etc. throug 


systems 
where filters and Onn 








Yes, on tough jobs like these, where brass or copper pipe 
or copper tubing is used, Walseal bronze valves, fittings, 
and flanges do a two-fold job. 


7 They make leakproof, trouble-free connections that 
* are permanent... vibration- , corrosion-resistant 
— connections that will not creep or pull apart; that 
literally join with the pipe to form a “one-piece pipe 
line.” 





, 


No. 225PWS — 350- 
Globe 





2 They eliminate the need for maintenance and costly Valve, with "500 Bri- 
* repairs — espécially important where lowered op- tad Disc, and Walseal 
erating costs are imperative. 
= Walworth also manufactures a complete line of 
For these reasons more and more Piping installations are bronze, iron, and steel valves and fittings. A 
being made with the modern Silbraz joints, using Walseal detailed description of the entire line is included 
-products. For complete details on Walseal products, write i See eee om pee Be Sao Poy. 
for a free copy of Walworth Circular 84. *Patented—Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 


Make it a “one-piece pipe line” with WALSEAL 


WALWORTH 


valves and fittings 


60 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. ¥. 
DISTRIBUTORS IN PRINCIPAL CENTERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 























































Architects, Craftsmen and Dealers who specify, apply and 
sell the original Ohio White Finish and its famous twin, Hawk 
Spread, know that the quality of these brands help to insure 
their reputation. 


Both brands are scientifically processed from rock quarried 
from the heart of the world’s purest deposit of dolomitic lime- 
stone . . . Both are always packed in distinctively striped Red 
Zig Zag Bags . . . the mark of enduring beauty for plastered walls 


a THE 
| OHIO HYDRATE 
s & SUPPLY C0. 


and ceilings. 
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Forum: 

Just a note of hearty congratulations on 
the new format of The Forum. Your maga- 
zine has made such wonderful strides and 
does such an outstanding job that it is 
gratifying to see the more adequate scope 
provided by the increased page size, the use 
of color, etc. evidenced in the new get-up— 
no wonder you dominate. 


New York, N.Y. C Ler CupLiP 


Forum: 

I write to express my great regret at the 
change in size of The Forum. 

One of the greatest values of an archi- 
tectural magazine to an architect is the 
pictures of buildings it presents. He takes 
the magazine apart and files these pictures 
under their suitable headings. His files 
have been built up over many years, and 
your new size is too large to be received 
in the normal file. Even if the file happened 
to be of a size large enough to receive them, 
the insertion of some plates of over-size 
type would be most inconvenient. 

I recognize that you have become less and 
less interested in recent years in publishing 








tion. Also, it permits the Forum to 
continue its policy of presenting large, 
easily-read graphic material. 

These obvious and important advan- 
tages seem to outweigh heavily the fact 
that the new Forum does not fit old 
files. However, to remedy this incon- 





preservable pictures. From the stand 
of the architect, that is unfortunate. 
It is not for a subscriber to say whether 
your attempt to make the magazine interest- 
ing to the whole construction industry, 
rather than just architects, is desirable or 
not. Perhaps we need the kind of magazine 
that The Forum is becoming. I am: afraid, 
however, that the new size is another item 
in its decreasing attraction to the architec- 
tural profession. 
Cuartes F. Ce.rarius, Architect 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


v 


Forum: 


Although I am not very good at fan let- 
ters, I simply cannot resist writing you to 
tell you how impressed I am with the new 
Forum. At last we have a magazine 
capable of dealing on a noble scale with 
the potential greatness of the architectural 
vista spread before us. When paper and 
printing catch up with the grandeur of your 
intentions, the results will be wonderful . . . 


Los Angeles, Calif. ae oe 


Forum: 

Congratulations on the new format of 
The Forum. 

For my own part I like large pages and 
big pictures. This new large size should 
give you plenty of opportunity to spread 
yourself. 

More power to you. 

Ecmont ARENns 
New York, N.Y. 


to those architects who clip 
and file Forum pages by subject, may 
we suggest: 1) a case with adjustable 
shelves; 2) a cabinet with legal size 
drawers; 3) a new, modern container 
for the new modern Forum; or 4) if 
present material shortages preclude a 
new file, why not simply fold the pages 
to fit existing files? 

Many architects and all other build- 
ing professionals have greeted the new 
format with cheers. This is of para- 
mount importance to architects. They 
at times overlook the fact that a prin- 
civle aim of the Forum is to expose the 
profession’s most important clientele 
(some 40,000 of whom subscribe to the 
Forum) to the best in contemporary 
architecture. We believe that it is good 
for the architects and the Forum to 
enlarge this clientele’s appreciation of 
contemporary architecture and those 
who create it.—Eb. 








Forum: 


Congratulations! The January issue is 
out of this world, even though I had a very 


hazy preview. 


The blue smoke emanating from my 
nasal passages because of the lack of credit 
line on pages 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 116 
and 117 hardly permitted full appreciation 


of a grand job. 

Kennets A. Hepricn 
Hedrich-Blessing Studios 
Chicago, Ill. 


(Continued on page 50) 
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have so much charm to contribute to an interior plan. The 
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groupings in our exhibits illustrate a diversity of designs... a 
IN NEW YORK: 
385 MADISON AVENUE 


and of ideas for. unusual placement. 
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1666 MERCHANDISE MART 
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M Quay BS LE FIN COILS 


AIR TEMPERING EQUIPMENT 
_», ESPECIALLY DESIGNED 


INC. FOR INDUSTRY. 





































Good Ventilation 


Can Be SIMPLE 


Good ventilation—plenty of clean, 
fresh air at the right places—means 
just one thing . ... air movement. It’s 
not how much the equipment costs, 
or how big it is, that counts. It’s 
movement that matters, and move- 
ment means operating efficiency. 


PUTS WHAT'S INSIDE, OUTSIDE 
Here is a saw-tooth roof installation 
at a plant which makes millions of 
closures per day for a food product. 
When ventilation equipment first in- 
stalled failed to remove the smoke 
and fumes from hot waxing opera- 
tions, seven Propellair fans were 
put to work. Performance has been 
so satisfactory that three more have 
since been added. 


FOR WALLS, ROOFS, WINDOWS, DUCTS 
For sure and simple ‘solutions to your indus- 
trial ventilating problems, write for the name 
ef your Propellair distributor, and for free 
72-page Book No. 10-AF. 















































“MOVING AIR IS OUR BUSINESS” 
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Forum: 

I have just received the January 1946 
issue of The Forum, which I greeted with 
mixed emotions. I have been waiting 
anxiously since the announcement of the 
new postwar size to see if the fear I felt 
from the first reading of the announcement 
would be justified. Well, it is! 

For fifteen-odd years I have been filing 
my copies of the architectural journals, 
tearing them apart and filing the material 
according to an involved and complicated 
system I am still working on. For fif- 
teen-odd years I have weathered the storms 
of vagary on the part of the publishers 
over the type of binding: glued sections, 
glued binding, two staples, three staples, 
glue and staples, and spiral binding (my 
favorite). I have been equal to and a good 
match for all comers up to January, 1946; 
but I must admit I have met my match 
in the new Forum. Over the above-men- 
tioned fifteen-odd years I have managed to 
acquire and nearly fill two three-drawer 
standard (or so I assumed) steel filing 
cabinets. Now, on the threshold of the 
postwar world, in which everything is sup- 
posed to be perfect for everybody, comes 
The Forum: too long to fit the cabinet and 
too high to allow the index divider tabs to 
be seen. 

My first thought, due probably to the 
shock of the tragedy, was to accuse The 
Forum of pretentious display and of a 
show-offish attitude the minute the war- 
time paper restrictions were lifted. My 
next thought was that some obscure vice- 
president had let the thing slip by, or that 
it hadn’t occurred to him that architects 
do save and file the excellent Forum 
material. My last thought, as I sank into 
hopeless depression, was that I was at fault 
in being old-fashioned in my filing methods. 
I may have rationalized a little, but I told 
myself that mine is the most compact 
method of filing and a system. used by 
nearly every office in the world. That made 
me feel better, and it also shifted the re- 
sponsibility and the blame right back onto 
The Forum, where I believe it belongs. 

The format and the presentation of the 
material in The Forum is excellent, and 
the basic (I almost typed ‘baser’) reason- 
ing behind the new size is admirable and 
sound, but all that does not make The 
Forum fit in my filing cabinets. I definitely 
do not want to forego the excellent and 
valuable material in each issue of The 
Forum, and I won’t; but if once each year 
I have to carry my Forums to the book- 
binder to have the margins cut off, you 
may be sure that some of the blackest 
thoughts imaginable will be whizzing 
(Continued on page 54) 
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for every purpose—for * 
those who want the best 


They Look Better Longer 


See Sweet’s for complete 
information on all O’Brien 
paints. O'BRIEN VARNISH 
COMPANY, SOUTH BEND 21, 











HIS easily recognized Mark of 
Merit now is being extensiyely 
advertised to millions of home- 
owners and builders as the depend- 
able .guide to the best in heating 
equipment and plumbing fixtures. 
Like the “Sterling” mark on silver, 
this Mark of Merit on heating equip- 
ment and plumbing fixtures stands 
for the very finest. It identifies time- 
tested, performance-proved products 
which are backed by many millions 
of dollars spent in research. Prod- 
ucts. which have been Serving the 
Nations’ Health and Comfort for 
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more than half a century. 

Make certain of satisfaction by 
specifying American-Standard prod- 
ucts. These products are styled, de- 
signed and engineered to fit the 
widest range of. architectural and 









hing fixtures 
C101K Service 


structural requirements. 

For information, contact your 
Heating and Plumbing Contractor. 
American Radiator & Standard 
Sanitary Corporation, P. O. Box 
1226, Pittsburgh ‘30, Pa. 








American-Standard 


- 7 ; 
Heat ino a PLUMBING 














ae 


THE EASIEST THING FOR A BUILDE 
a, aE RES pie ; 
Floors are what a building (s for! Ge 


eetanaee 


R TO FORCET.- 





52 The Architectural FORUM March 1946 











ult @au: ‘anil 


The owners wanted to anticipate 
that this building might have a 
change of occupant. Change is 
always a threat to any building. 
Q-Floor, however, takes all the 
bugaboos out of changing elec- 
trical layouts. 

The steel cells of Q-Floor are 
crossed over by raceways. This 


construction makes it possible to © 


set up an electrical outlet on any 
six inch area of floor. And it takes 


an electrician literally only a few 
minutes. No trenches. No mess. 


night. The arrow points to ‘hand- 
hole to main :racéway. Any six 


‘inch area of the’ floor can be: 


tapped for:an ‘outlet. You avoid 


all the ‘grief of anticipating 


partitions and outlets when: you 
specify Robertson Q-Floor. 


AND THEY MADE POSSIBLE FOR R. J. H. FORBES, contracior 


20 030k neduced busldimg Time 


Construction features of Q-Floor 
appeal to every client, also. Two 
men can lay 32 sq. ft. in half a 
minute and the Q-Floor im- 
mediately becomes a clean, dry, 
noncombustible platform for all 
other trades. From thousands of 
installations, Q-Floors have been 
shown to reduce building time 
20 to 30%. Time saved is easily 
interpreted to your client as 
money saved or earlier revenue. 
\ The noncombustible nature, 
the light weight, the lack of 


forms and shoring to cause acci- 
dents and fire are qualities which 


. provide. you fast construction 


with a variety of financial ad- 
vantages that can be best sum- 
med up as greater client satis- 
faction. And don’t have any 
illusions about cost. Q-Floors 
are made to sell and they sell 
well, Cost is right in line. For 
details, call a Robertson repre- 
sentative. For Q-Fittings see 

General Electrical construction 


H. H. ROBERTSON COMPANY 











PAINTERS START 


as Soon as 
the Plasterers 
are Through 





When the owner wants quick de- 
livery of his new or remodeled 
building and there’: sdamp plaster 
to Leen gh roy Luminall. It is a 
beautiful fla: B nes int that is not 
damaged by pness in new 
plaster. Luminall is a water- 
paste casein paint. It has 
a porous film that permits mois- 
ture in new plaster to evaporate 
without 
Luminall is made in a wide range 
of colors—soft, lovely tints. Use 
wherever a yok gees is desired, 
from low-pri residences to 
biggest hotels, hospitals, and 
office buildings. 
You'll like Luminall’s speed, too 
—one coat covers—use a wide 
brush—dries in 40 minutes. Very 
economical. 


Ni it! 








NATIONAL CHEMICAL & MFG. CO. 
3612 S. May St., Chicago 9 
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through the ether from me to you. 

In conclusion; may I plead with you that 
in one thing, and in one thing only, may 
we maintain the status quo of the com- 
placent, unenlightened prewar world: the 
size of The Forum. 

Submitted respectfully and with feeling. 

Henry B. Baume, Architect 


Denver, Colo. 


Forum: 

I want to commend your.alert editorial 
staff. 

The attractive new format of The Forum 
is a very real improvement and will, I am 
sure, increase the already widespread inter- 
est in your splendid magazine. 

Houcs B. MircHetit 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 


Forum: 

The January issue hit me square between 
the eyes. It is a genuine achievement. I 
enjoyed it from cover to cover, even includ- 
ing the advertisements. You and your peo- 


ple merit real commendation. 


Pur M. Kuiurznick, 
Commissioner, FPHA 
Washington, D.C. 


Forum: 


A ‘word of appreciation and congratula- 
tions to you on the new set-up of The 
Forum. I think it is a beautifully composed 
format and bids fair to be even more stimu- 
lating than it has been in the past. 

Leopotp ARNAUD 
Dean, Columbia University 
New York, N.Y. 


Forum: 


, - » By Gregory, what a whopper of a 
book you folks issued to your clientele this 
time! It will soon be “big as Life”. Of 
course, trying to file a 124% in. page into a 
12 3/16 in. letter size filing cabinet drawer 
poses no difficult problem; just chop off 
the corner of an Air Terminal and stuff 
it in. And to preserve Mr. Hornbostel’s 
country house for posterity (p. 101,-Janu- 
ary, ’46), just toss Mr. Stafford’s element- 
ary school in the dungeon (or vice versa), 
and so on down the pages, ad infinitum. 

Wouldn’t it be lovely if your editorial 
staff published just one issue in which we 
architects could classify and file every bit 
of meat in it without having to resort to 
hair-pulling exercises in trying to decide 
which side of a page is the most important 
to us? 

Rosert AuiAn Crass, Architect 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
(Continued on page 58) 








trouble-free cellar door 
which will always be a 
source of satisfaction to 
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COPPER STEEL 
BULKHEAD . DOORS 
ASK YC Your DEALER or wri or write 


162 Halleck Aves New Hoven, Conn, 
SWEWALK AND BULKHEAD DOORS - STEEL ROOF SCUTTLES 


OF QUALITY 






in home cellar construction 
I you want the convenience and safety of an 
accessible cellar . . . if you want a leak-proof, 
burglar-proof, termite-proof and permanently 
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nA NEW KITCHEN 


The NEW American Kitchens save time and work for 
housewives. They can also save time and work for you! 





This new line—designed by Loewy with the help of over 
10,000 housewives ists of sinks, base cabinets, 
wall cabinets, corner cabinets and “‘corner fillers,” in a 
variety of dimensions, so that they easily modernize any 
type or size of kitchen. 























Whether it is a new house or a remodeling job, you'll 
want to know how this new idea for kitchens simplifies 
your work and pleases your clients. Write American 
Central Mfg. Corporation, Connersville, Indiana, for 
complete, quick information. 
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CABINETS + SINKS + DISHWASHERS « DISPOSALS 
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r Michigan Maple, Nature exhibits her finest handiwork, 
combining beauty and warmth — uniformity of grain and 
color — overall hardness. 
In Roddis’ own northern hardwood timber tracts, Roddis 
men select the finest of Michigan Maple — earmark it for the 
‘. veneer mill, where Roddis craftsmen mold it into matching 
doors and wainscots — by the RODDISCRAFT process which 
welds the face veneer to the crossbanding and core, making a 
solid unit, immune to moisture — highly fire and sound resistant 
— durable as it is beautiful. 

The combination of hard Michigan Maple face veneers, laid 
over RODDISCRAFT cores and crossbanding, glued under 
heat and pressure, is a guarantee of long life and lasting beauty. 

Michigan Maple faces are available in selected white, of 
unselected for painting. 


ane 


Consult your local millwork and fixture manufacturers — and lumber dealers 
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Roddiscratt 


WAREHOUSES 


CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS., 
229 Vassar Street 


CHICAGO 8, ILL., 
1440 W. Cermak Road 
CINCINNATI 2, OHIO, ¢ 
457 E. Sixth Street : 
DALLAS, TEXAS, 
2615 Latimer Street 
KANSAS CITY 8, MISSOURI, 
2729 Southwest Boulevard 


LOUISVILLE 10, KENTUCKY, 
1201-5 S. 15th Street 


LONG ISLAND CITY, N. Y., 
Review & Greenpoint Avenue 


MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN 
MILWAUKEE 8, WIS., 
4601 W. State Street 
NEW YORK CITY 18, NEW YORK, 
515 W. 36th Street 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, 
727 N. Cherry Street 


DEALERS IN ALL PRINCIPAL 
CITIES : 


hovvdiscratt ° 


MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN 



































on a white bowl 





Want a decorating idea that is new and popular? Smart, yet inexpensive? 

Backed by national advertising, Church colored seats on white closet bowls have 
won wide preference. They make ‘it simple for you to style a bathroom, make it 
brighter and more cheerful, give it quiet beauty and decorative charm. The extensive 
selection of Church colors with pearl finish — such as black, green, coral, light 
blue, dark red, ivory, tan and otchid — make it easy for you to carry out just the 
right scheme for a particular bathroom, to harmonize tile, trim, paint and wall- 
paper with Church colored seats. 

Include Church colored seats in your next specification and watch the pleased 
reaction of your client. Whether you use color or white, you can depend upon 
CHURCH Sheet Covered SEATS for beauty, durability, economy and consumer ac- 
ceptance. Remember that they will not crack, chip, or peel . . . for the finish is” 
a thick, tough plagtic sheet — not paint or lacquer. 


C. F. CHURCH MFG. COMPANY, HOLYOKE, MASS. 
Division of Amemcin Rapiator & Standard Sanitary cosronanon 


CHURCH SEATS 


“THE BEST SEAT IN THE HOUSE” 
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4 Big Reasons for 
Specifying ANCHOR 


Anchor Chain Link Fence has earned a top 
spot on the “‘spec”” list of many architects 
because its rugged construction and exclusive 
design insure long life and maximum protec- 
tion. Credit for this performance belongs to 
four big features . . . 1. Deep-Driven Anchors, 
which hold the fence permanently erect and 
inline, in any soil, in any weather, "i permit 
easy relocation where necessary . . . 2. Square 
Frame Gates, amazingly free from sagging and 
warping . . . 3. U-Bar Line Posts, rust-free 
and rigid . . . 4. Square Terminal Posts, which 
increase strength and durability. 


Get This Book for 
A.1. A. File 14-K 


**Anchor Protective Fences”’ is both a catalog 
and a specification manual. Shows many 
‘pes and uses of Anchor Chain Link Fence 
- - pictures installations for many prominent 
ies and i - + + Contains 
cocuctunal diagrams and specification tables. 
Just ask for Book No. 110. You'll find it both 
useful and informative. We'll be glad to send 
you a free copy. Address: Anchor Post Fence 
Co., 6635 Eastern Ave., Baltimore 24, Md. 


Anchor also makes a complete line of Anchor weld 
trom fences and gates. Send for Catalog 111 today. 
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LEAD PIPE CLINCH 
Forum: 


I assume it was the shortage of trained 
journalists that forced such little country 
papers as the New York Times, the Herald- 
Tribune and the Post to omit any extended 
mention of an episode that had Grand 
Rapids a-(more or less)-gog recently. I 
might also say that since the episode had 
real significance for the profession, I would 
have thought that your little pamphlet 
might have said something about it. But 
no; it remained a secret between me, the 
Associated Press, a fellow named George 
Zarafonetis (that is too his name; I know 
him well), bureau head for the U. P. in 
Grand Rapids, and roughly 4 million peo- 
ple in Detroit, Grand Rapids and interven- 
ing settlements. 

It seems one night a couple of weeks ago 
the minister of a church in suburban Grand 
Rapids was driving along the road in an 
automobile. Or rather he was being driven 
by one of the elders of his church. You got 
that all straight up to now? That’s good, 
on account of this is the only thing clear 
about the whole matter. Shortly thereafter, 
the elder stumbled on foot into the living 
room of his residence, blood streaming 
down his face from a Technicolor cut in 
his scalp, and urged his wife to lock the 
door and pull down the curtains, as he had 
a feeling that somebody was attempting to 
do him harm. The elder is a man of strong 
powers of deductive reasoning, you can see 
that. And a couple of hours later, the 
minister’s wife goes down the cellar and 
finds her spouse reposing on the cement 
floor with a tube from a small stove emitting 
gas in his general direction. 

Both gentlemen were removed to hospi- 
tals and are now up and about. The elder’s 
story is curt, clear, concise; he was driving 
along and all of a sudden, Clank! A very 
Timeworthy account, I must say. The 
minister’s story is equally revealing; he was 
sitting in the car and suddenly everything 
went foggy. In quotes. 

Naturally, I would not be directing your 
attention to this somber narrative were it 
not for two facts: (a) at the time these 
goings-on went on, the minister and the 
elder were on their way to call on an archi- 
tect, and (b) it is the opinion of the sher- 
iff's department that the elder was struck 
on the noggin with a piece of lead pipe, 
around which was wrapped a set of blue 
prints. As you can see, this brings the 
whole matter within our jurisdiction, and 
what do you propose to do about it? 

Inasmuch as, by a curious freak of fate, I 
was not the architect they were about to 

call upon, i am able to survey the matter in 
(Continued on page 62) 
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A Complete, Nationally Available Service for | 
Architects, Contractors and Building Owners 
—— offers a .oomptow, factory-installed Metal Weath- 


Hee Spier and 
pom ade by ck 


weather strip . 
Chamberlit (a 





43 LaBrosse Street + Detroit 26, Michigan | 





For exciting new... 


INTERIOR REMODELING | 





FOR ALL INTERIOR REMODELING 


GENUINE STRUCTURAL See BENDS onrornas 











346 N. JUSTINE STREET © CHICAGO 7, ILL, 





Distributed Exclusively by 
W. L. STENSGAARD 
AND ASSOCIATES, INC. 

























i A smart rt way to } a 1 a 
make air g0 quietly! CLRPASOMS 1 Duct aw puauaagion 





moving 


act gives air conditioning the 
“silent treatment”... no duct rumble and 
“telephoning” of fan and other noises. Because 
it’s 40%-50% quieter, Careyduct can handle 
higher velocities than ordinary duct. Where 
the latter may have a maximum capacity of 
1400 feet a minute, -Careyduct of comparable 
size will easily handle 2500 feet a minute. 
Wherever quietness is especially desirable, 
Careyduct will deliver it, along with other basic 
performance advantages. 


A Careyduct engineer is available to work 
with you, your arthjtéct and air conditioning 
contractor. Simply “write — . 








ys THE PHILIP CAREY MANUFACTURING CO., Lockland, CINCINNATI 15, OHIO 


; SS SS SS ee ee ee ee ee wares. bayhaegenhio ye orang aa: 


IN CANADA: THE PHILIP CAREY CO., LTD. © OFFICE AND FACTORY: LENNOXVILLE, P. Q. r products. for industry 


Careyduct * Industrial Insulations ° Rock Wool Insulation * Asbéstos Shingles ond 
Siding * Asphalt Shingles and Roofings « Built-up Roofing * Roof Coatings und Cements * Waterproofing Materials « Asphalt Tile Flooring * Pipeline 
Felt « Expansion Joint Asbestos Wallboard and Sheathing « * Corrugated Asbestos Roofing and Siding * Miami-Carey Bathroom Cabinets dnd Accessories 


























Tue copper RoorF on this beautiful court house at Dedham, Massa- 


chusetts was installed about 1898 ...-with copper supplied by The 
American Brass Company. A recent examination of the roof disclosed 
that the copper is in excellent condition. Records of maintenance are 
available only for the past 18 years, during which time no trouble 


has been experienced whatsoever. 


For long-lasting roofs that increase in beauty with the passing years, 


consider the many advantages of copper. 0 


THE AMERICAN BRASS COMPANY-—General Offices: Waterbury 88, Connecticut 
° Subsidiary of A da Copper Mining Company * In Canada: ANACONDA AMERICAN Brass Ltp., New Toronto, Ont. . 
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Douglas Fir Doors 
= are better doors be- 
cause they're available pre-sealed. This 
saves on-the-job finishing, eliminates the 
need for 1 prime coat, reduces moisture ab- 
sorption and improves dimensional stability. 


Douglas Fir Doors 
sialic are better doors be- 
cause they’re available pre-fit to exact net 
book sizes listed in U. S. Commercial 
Standard 73-45. Sawing and fitting-time 
is reduced, the danger of marring and 
“butchering” virtually eliminated. 



















Douglas Fir Doors 
are economical doors y 
because these features save time and labor 
on the job. They’re durable, too—made 
from sturdy, old-growth Douglas fir. Send 
for catalog showing the complete line of 
Douglas Fir Interior Doors, Tru-Fit Entrance a 
Doors and new specialty items. Sent free 
to any point in the United States. 









DOOR MANUFACTURERS 

























*COLOVOLT COLD CATHODE 
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z Bess 


*Trade mark registered U. S. Pat. Of. 





































What’s The Best 
Wood Preservative Known? 
The answer is Creosote. Creosote Shingle 
Stains contain from 65% to 90% creosote. 
That's why they penetrate deep and protect 
: better. That’s why they give long-lasting beauty 
j —bring out all the wood’s natural loveliness. 
They're available in brilliant hues or weather- 
ing grays or browns which give that authentic 
“old” look in a few months. 
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an unbiased and judicial light. After think- 
ing it over, I have decided that I disapprove 
of the whole thing. 

My question, Mr. Anthony, is this: With 
shortages what they are, do you think 
people should be allowed to buy lead pipe 
for purely social purposes? 

And in conclusion I cannot but think that 
it is a reversal of nature for a prospective 
client to get clipped before he gets to 
the architect’s office. 

Rocer ALLEN 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


LITTLE DESIGNER 
Forum: 


It might interest you to know that while 
in Germany I found among other things 
copies of Fortune, Foxum and Time. 

I talked with several young engineers 
who had worked for the Light Metal Works 
in Hannover discussing some ideas I once 
had for using light metals in house con- 
struction. They had been working on the 
same project, as there is little wood for 
building in Europe; they use stone, brick 
and tile. The young men were tired of living 
cooped up like that and found themselves 
leaning toward metal. We all agreed it was 
a good thing they had such sturdy houses 
because they withstood the bombings so 
well in some cases, and provided little fuel 
for fires. My position was with the Infan- 
try; I was a Platoon Leader with six 81mm 
mortars to bang away with. It was quite 
a job knocking down those houses and a 
bit ironic seeing that my life as a civilian 
was devoted to building, not destroying. 
Anyway, to get back to my original drift, 
I found the young people of Europe who 
lived in the city were very much in favor 
of modern type housing. 

It seems the architects who should be 
the leaders have been the: trailers. The 
little and poorly accepted designer has 
been trying to convince America that we 


should get away from the type of things ‘ 


our grandparents lived in, that we are to 
create a new world for ourselves. 

I am just a little designer and am inter- 
ested in doing little homes for America; 
I am not at all interested inthe big name 
jobs. I am qualified for my job because 
I have my heart in it. I was very good at 
destroying Germans and buildings, and I 
shall put forth the same effort in building 
for America. I do hope you give the little 
designer a break by letting the country 
know about him. 

Norwoop D. Ticuenor, Designer 
San Diego, Calif. 


To all designers with full hearts and talents 
to meatsh TONER eatenite G8 eye page Wega, 


(Publisher’s Letter on page 68) 
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Electric Water Heater Section 
TIONAL ELECTRICAL MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
+ BQF - CLARK + ELECTROMASTER - FOWLER - 
+ GENERAL ELECTRIC + HOTPOINT - 
* KELVINATOR + MONARCH + NORGE - 


* REX + RHEEM - SELECTRIC - SMITHWAY + 
‘¥ + ‘THERMO-WATT « UNIVERSAL - 


AXHouse Wired For An Electric 
Ra Is Already Wired For An 


WATER HEATER! 















We 
Shows Women PREFER 


Wire Your Houses For Electric Ranges 


ROOF of the overwhelming trend toward Electric Cooking is 
Press in survey after survey made by such leading national 
ines as *Woman’s Home Companion, *McCall’s,° 
*Household, *Successful Farming and *Country Gentleman. 
Women po the convenience, cleanliness, dependability and 
economy of modern Electric Cooking. 
Cash in on this growing demand. Wire the homes you build for 


TION Electric Ranges. Built-in, the. Gost of such wiring is negligible — 
ag _the selling power tremendous. 

roe Electric Range Section, National Electrical Manufacturers Association, 

BE A 155 E. 44th Street, New York 17, N.Y. 







A-B STOVES + ADMIRAL + ELECTROMASTER + ESTATE HEATROLA - FRIGIDAIRE + GENERAL ELECTRIC - GIBSON + HOTPOINT 
' * KELVINATOR + MONARCH + NORGE + QUALITY » UNIVERSAL . WEST! 
tric z THE RANGE SERVICE OUTLET 


ro - FOR EASIER @SALES 

















ELECTRIC RANGES 
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set age 


The Royal 
never needs adjustment 


Because there’s nothing to adjust 


The only Flush Valve which eliminates regula- 
tion or adjustment is the ROYAL. Its simplicity 
of engineering design, plus precision manufac- 
ture, insure accurate and lasting performance. 

More than 4 million ROYAL Flush Valves 
are in daily service—including thousands of the 
first ROYALS installed over 36 years ago. 

The ROYAL is “standard equipment” with 
discriminating builders and owners throughout 
the country. In fact, entire school systems, hotel 
chains, hospitals, industrial institutions, etc., 
use ROYALS exclusively. 

For the best in Flush Valves specify Sloan— 
remember, there are more Sloan Flush Valves 
sold than all other makes combined. 


SLOAN VALVE COMPANY 


4300 WEST LAKE STREET, CHICAGO 24, ILLINOIS 








Here’s How You Can Put the ENERGY IN COLOR to Work 
« « « with Scientific Accuracy! 





 , zPaRIENcs has proved that people ale, pi romote cheerfulness and well- 
i a who work or live in surroundings _ being. Pith © COLOR DYNAMICS you 
painted according to Pittsburgh’s 


Paint RIGHT with COLOR DYNAMICS science of COLOR DYNAMICS bene- 
it in many ways. 

Paint BEST with PITTSBURGH PAINTS! : . 
Color is a source of power. It can stim- 

@ The benefits of COLOR DYNAMICS are ulate or relax. It can help people to 

made feel cheerful—or set their nerves “on 





edge” and cause them to be uncom- 

fortable and depressed. 

Properly applied, COLOR 

DYNAMICS can make your 

institution inspire trust and » 

confidence by its appearance. 1 : 

It can lessen eye fatigue. It can Glass Co., Paint Div. AF-.3, 
increase efficiency, improve mo- Pittsburgh 22, Pennsylvania. 


= |p PirtssuneH Paints 








PITTSBURGH ‘PLATE GLASS COMPANY, PITTSBURGH, PA. 
PITTSBURGH STANDS FOR QUALITY PAINT AND GLASS 





Long life—desired in any building installation—now is attainable 
in window screen, made from Saran (pronounced Sah-ran). This 
basic plastic material, produced by Dow and made into screen by 
skilled manufacturers, gives modern attractiveness and a wealth of 
new, practical advantages to homes, office buildings and industrial 
plants. Home owners welcome Saran screen because it can’t rust and 





won’t stain or discolor painted window frames. It’s flexible and 
easily installed. And it’s quickly cleaned with a damp cloth. Office 
buildings gain with Saran screen because it lowers maintenance 
costs and admits more light. Factories benefit because Saran screen 


is impervious to moisture and resists corrosion and most chemicals, 
even acids. 


Saran screen is only one example of the successful use of plastics 
in building. Saran and other Dow plastics afford new flexibility 
in design and decoration and in functional capacities. Look over 
their possibilities now! 


oak lopither 


Success in plastics is measured only in end products. It calls for 
the combined efforts of facturers, d fabricators 
and raw material producers. Dow is ready to do its part. Save 
time and money—call on Dow and get the most out of plastics. 








PLAN WITH THESE DOW PLASTICS 
Saran for rustproof screen; plumbing parts and equipment; name plates; wire 
coating; paint brush handles. Styron for lighting fixtures; escutcheons; decora- 
tive objects and trim; insulators; food-handling equipment. Ethocel for modern 
window blinds; special extruded shapes for kitchen trim; rods, tubes and bars; 
flashlights. Properties of these plastics make them adaptable to still other uses 


now under development. Pp LAS T I C as 


THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY . MIDLAND, MICHIGAN 
Boston + iledetphi i * — Detrolt 


New York e: Ph . we . Cleveland 
. St. Louis . Houston . Sen Francisco . Los Angeles 7 Seattle 





EL ° ETHOCEL SHEETING 
STYRON . SARAN . SAKAN FILM 
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; W. are all expecting great things 


of F-M in radio (Frequency Modu- 
lation). In heating, F-M — “Full 
Modulation” —is already here, and 
is being installed in thousands of 
homes throughout the country. The 
Moduflow system, an exclusive 
Honeywell development, provides 


continuous flow of heat for every 


_toom in the home at the comfort 


temperature desized. Moduflow 
“Full Modulation” banishes tem- 
perature gaps, practically  equal- 
izing ceiling and floor tempera- 


tures. Much of the heat formerly 


wasted at the ceiling is used to heat 
the living part of the room; result, 
all-over comfort with improved 
efficiency in operation. Ati@ unlike 
F-M in radio, Moduflow can be 
installed on present automatic 
heating systems. Send for your 
copy of the “Engineering Guide 
of the Moduflow Control System 
for Home Heating and Airc Con- 
ditioning.” It shows how Modu- 
flow works and how it can be easily 
installed to create a new high 
standard of home heating comfort. 
Mail coupon for your copy today. 


Be sure to specify "Moduflow” in every home you design or build. 


Tomorrow's Apartment will have Personalized Heat Control . . . 


FREE BOOK 


Address. 


te rise hate copy of the “Engineering 





Control System for 
Necting ant tir Conditioning” 





Name = ¢ 














Make Y' 
count on it! 


eT DRANTINA, 
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sis advertisement launckés a crusade —a crusade to make the home come first. 
e Beautiful is sphsoring the crusade. 


7 


Based fa the theme, “Better your home, pian’ pe Living” 1000-line’ newspaper 
edyettisements like this, will be run regelarly in 16 major cities froin oopst to cost 
Aotal circulation over 5,500,000). ; 


7 
: / The theme, “Better your home, better your Living” is supported by the full editorial 
force of House Beautiful. Each month page after page of our magazine will give vitality 
‘and: weight to it. . 


So whether you're a manufacturer, a retailer or an advertising agent, we 
urge you to join this crusade — to tise our basic idea, our slogan, or any 

- variation that appeals to you — to put warmth and emotion and weight 
behind your own concept of the importance of the home. 











calls for 
MONARCH 


PANIC EXIT DEVICES 





FACTORIES 


SCHOOLS 


THEATERS 


OFFICE BUILDINGS. 


The use of Monarch panic exit hardware 
is not confined to emergency exits. Today, 
this practical type of door hardware 
is being used wherever there is heavy 
traffic through a doorway. 


In factories, schools, theaters, office 
buildings, department stores, restau- 
rants, and hotels, Monarch Panic Exit 
Hardware provides swift, smooth door 
operation. 

Monarch offers a series of quality panic 
exit devices, both mortise and rim types, 
in a variety of styles for a wide range of 
applications. Write today for details. 
Monarch—long recognized for ity build- 
ers finish hacdesgon-k oe I aiotsion of 

Clayton & Lambert Mfg. Co. 



















Dear Reader: 

As the National Association of Home 
Builders convened in Chicago this year, 
they were faced by the greatest housing 
crisis in U.S. history. To cover this 
meeting, the Forum moved in a staff of 
six people. And to make sure that the 
multiple convention activities were re- 
ported to the 4,000 or more builders 
quickly and accurately, we planned a 
daily paper—Forum Finat—which 
reached these gentlemen with their 


breakfast orange juice. This little as- © 


signment took more preparation than 
might he suspected. It also kept the staff 
up all night for: three nights running. 
Staying up all night was no novelty for 
several of our journalists but never be- 
fore had they practiced insomnia in such 
a good cause. , , 


‘“ The current commotion over the site 
for permanent headquarters of UNO - 


raises the question—What will be done 
with it? It takes a lot of different kinds 
of buildings to wage war, as “The Navy 
Builds” folio (p. 121 this issue) so 
handsomely suggests. It will take many 
buildings to house the thousands of 
people who will work to keep the peace. 
Obviously, no greater opportunity for 
creative architecture and planning could 
be imagined: It is a challenge ‘which, 
we believe, should seek its answer 
through” an international architectural 
competition. Should this proposal be 
adopted, who will write the program, 
who will judge the competition? Frank- 
ly, we have a number of candidates in 
mind. To anyone sufficiently curious to 
lose return postage, we will send our 
list in a plain, sealed envelope. 
a AS ae 





Among readers kind enough to pass 
along their comments on the new Forum 
were several famous editors of famous 
magazines serving the house field. Be- 
cause their views represent top journal- 
istic opinion, as well as informed build- 
ing opinion, we think you will find spec- 
ial interest in what they say— 

“I should like to tell you how very 
: "much I like the 
new format of the 
Forum. Your page 
size is enough 
larger to. give a 
much more dram- 
atic presentation 
and color adds im- 
measurably. 

“Wright’s gallery is exciting—and 
beautifully presented. My hat off to the 
Forum! 





* & 


iy 


ance, when they cover some of the.most _ 


“The new Forum 
is impressive, It’s 
cleaner. It’s un- 
cluttered. And as 
we found out our- 
selves when we 
went to this larger 

~ page. size . eight 
- years ago, the new 
Editer size gives a par- 
ticularly pleasing display and richness 
to architectural photographs. Congratu- 
lations! 



























“If we were to question at all, it 
would be to suggest that the styling, is 
sometimes self-conscious and gets in the 
way, as on page 107. And maybe illus- 
trations such as the one. at the top of 
page 88 are hard for the architecturally 


* untrained banker or realtor to under-’ 


stand, 


“But these questions are minor. As a 


magazine for the building industry— 
for the architect and builder and banker 
and manufacturer—the new Forum is 
outstanding.” 


* & 


“I am delighted to see full color and © 


beautiful big pages and. eye-taking lay- 
outs in the new Forum: Big things like 
ee buildings require 
big pages to show 
them’ properly. I 
never could under- 
stand why techni- 
cal and building 
trade magazines 
had to be depress- 
ingly dull and 
mousey in appear- 





exciting and newsworthy material in the 
world today. 


“Particularly interesting to me was 
your swell blast at air terminal design 
and your helpful analysis of prototype 
architectural design.” 


* @.@ 


A few issues back we had occasion to 
note the arrival of a French Building 
mission. Now the mission has returned 
to New York after an arduous sweep 
around the U.S. M. Sive, the Chairman, 
reports that he and his colleagues like 
us; in fact, they are enthusiastic about 
what they saw and the unfailing friendly 
reception which greeted their appear- 
ance in each city. Except for the atomic 
bomb formula, the mission found one 
and all happy to share our secrets. H.M. 
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FROM ‘‘HOUSES FOR HOMEMAKERS'’ BY ROYAL BARRY WILLS 











LUMITE ELIMINATES = © is original fatness in 2 mater of seconds; . . 
ALL SCREEN TROUBLES (Oe ee ee 


CAN’T RUST OR CORRODE! Amazing LUMITE can- 
@ With a new house, one of the first things to show not be affected by amy natural cause . . . not even 


wear is the screens . . . but NoT if they're made of 
LUMITE! 
LUMITE* NEVER STAINS! Nothing ages a house 


year-after-year exposure to. the worst enemies of 
the average screen: salt spray and industrial smoke! 
Nor do extreme heat and cold affect LuMIrs at all 





faster than ugly, stained sills and sidewalls. But —_- - - ‘Tuly an all-weather screen! 

LUMITE sever can stain! Never needs painting, When planning your ‘homes, specify LUMITE 

either .. . and cleans easily with justadamp cloth. _today...for the sake of many years of “tomorrows.” 
NO BULGE, DENT OR SAG! Of course LUMITE Write for AIA-35-P descriptive folder and sample! 

“gives” under pressure ... but snaps right back  *Woven of Saran, Dow Chemical Co. product. 


PLASTIC 
INSECT 
SCREEN 


PHIP AOC CHICOPEE MANUFACTURING CORPORATION—LUMITE DIVISION 
+ 47 WORTH STREET, NEW YORK 13, N. Y. 


elds largest makers of-Plastic Screen Cloth 
vi ni aeaty «©OAND FOR TOMORROW: Look for wonders with Lumite dadesrectible fabrics for home and car 
p hUUULiO upholstery, luggage, footwear, handbags! 
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OFFERS NEW, 
PERFECTED 
ADMINISTRATIVE 


AIDS 


IBM has always recognized its one responsibility—to 
furnish the finest, most modern administrative 
equipment for any type of project—whether for 
complex college of university, or the smallest school. 





Today, IBM administrative aids are again available 
—new, improved, perfected. Available, too, are 

IBM representatives to work with owners, architects, 
engineers and contractors in helping to make each 
and every building a permanent asset. 


Ask an IBM representative for his complete and fully 
responsible advisory service. It is yours without 
cost or obligation. 


INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES CORPORATION 
World Headquarters Building - 590 Madison Avenue - New York 22, N.Y.) 

















AUTOMATIC 
ADMINISTRATIVE AIDS 


COMPLETE SERVICE «e+ ONE RESPONSIBILITY 


Self-Regulating 

Electric Time Systems. 

One Sine -thaseaget-lapitaine 
disrupting confusion. All séc- - 
ondary clocks in the IBM system 

are automatically checked and, 

if necessary, co’ hourly 
through IBM’s Master Time Control, 
a timing device of-split-second 
accuracy. 


Program Signaling 


Systems 

Complex schedules of signals oper- 

ate automatically in agreement with the 
indicating clocks or recorders. 
Schedule changes may be handled 
easily, quickly. Gongs, bells, buzzers, 
chimes, directional horn$, whistles, 
may be specified. 


Sound Distribution 


Systems — 

Central control is provided for 
reproduction, amplification and 
distribution, to, widely se 

assemblages, of sound originating from 
radio, phonograph or microphone. The 
system includes an IBM “return speech” 
feature permitting selective two-way 
communication at the flick of a switch. 


Interior Telephone 

Systems 

Instant intra-commurication is pro- 
vided by IBM Interior Telephone 


" Systems. For both efficiency and 


economy, IBM Telephone Equipment may 
be incorporated with the IBM 

Bell System or Sound Distribution 
System. 


Fire Alarm 

Syst 

The IBM Fire Alarm Systems are design- 
ed-to meet these necessary require- 

ments: Certainty of operation; sim- 

plicity in initiating alarms; certainty * 
of alarm reception by persons at any 
location. These systems are approved by 
the Underwriters’ Laboratory, Inc. 


Laboratory Electricity 
Panels 


Complete protection from accidental 
shocks is provided in IBM laboratory 
Electricity Panels, which deliver 
cufrents of all characteristics and 
voltages to the instructors’ ahd 
students’ tables or to any location 
where electricity is needed in 
scientific experimental work. 


Time Recording Systems 


IBM Time Recording devices are of 
many types such as Attendance ' 


Recorders; Time Stamps for noting 
receipt of correspondence; Door 
Recorders; Watchman’s Clocks. 


\ 





















- Otis elevators, Otis escalators, Otis 
trained men and the facilities of the manu- 
= facturers of more than half of the world’s . 
elevator equipment are all available to 

“s A assist you or your Architect in solving 








any vertical transportation problem. 


TRANSPORTATION PROBLEM? 





we we wowcend 





poceecer4 





Otis Passenger Elevators with up-to-date 
dispatching methods are the recognized | 
answer to congested elevator traffic 
conditions. 





Otis Escalators are used where large 
numbers of persons are to be carried 








from floor to floor in comfort and without 
crowding. 












\ 





Otis Freight Elevators with a variety of 
control systems are designed to satisfy the 
most exacting requirements of floor to floor i 
freight handling. 





For the most efficient and economical 
service in vertical transportation — | 
for a few stories or many — call your 


nearest Otis Representative today. 
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Modern Second Floor Laundrys 


too, are more effectively planned around these 


Designed by L. Morgan Yost, A.1.A. 


Beseeatts iv floor or second floor—kitchen, bathroom, 
room—it makes no. difference, when 
et automatic Home Laundrys, 

ers 
Troners ne Hee re ge ial is compact as it is stream- 
lined and beautiful. 'T the Bendix atitomatic “washer” 
takes but. 4 square feet of floor Washes, rinses, 
damp-dries, sone, cleans itself, then shuts off, all 
automatically! 
Soon to available, the mera automatic Home 
Troner, and‘automatic Home Dryer will - ~— modern, 
planning complete. We urge you 
to consult your distributor or write us direct for full 
information. 






















with important features 
never ere geered 






Patent Applied For 















]_ Two Personal Compartments for 
every day‘needs. 


2 Utility Shelf, for cosmetics or shaving 
equipment when in use. 


“Safe-T” raeenent, | for ganen drugs 
8 and other adult items . 

















4 Tooth Brush Holder, inside the cabinet. 

§ Razor Blade Disposal. 

The Parkway hes adjustable gh shelves, 

full-length piano hinges and a No. 1 - polish- 

ed plate. ‘mirror in chrome frame. The 
, all-steel cabinet is zinc-coated, eae in pie baked enamel; 

swinging panels, chrome with white enamel trim. 

New homé builders will appreciate the exclusive features of the 


Parkway. It is in perfect harmony with today’s beautiful bai 
For remodeled homes, it’s a Simic for jaded 









Overall dimensions, ~ 
pany 38 Shove me: 










Include the Parkway in your designs today for the 
homes of tomorrow. Circular and prices on request. 


Fe aves Manufacturing Company 


DECATUR, ILLINOIS 
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Bertrand Goldberg's theory of architecture seems to 
be “the way to a man’s house is through his stom- 
ach.” The portfolio of residential jobs (p. 107) rep- 
resents countless dinners with clients, a Goldberg 
eee ee eee eee mean See 
Once, in a burst of zeal when design- 
ing a mobile ice cream unit, he gained 
12 Ibs. tasting ice cream throughout 
the greater Chicago area. War put a 
brief halt to his gastronomic joys, 
however.° For two years he devoted 
himself to such unpalatable projects 
as penicillin factories and army de- 
lousing units. 





The review of Navy buildings constructed during the 
war (p. 121) is part of the gigantic program headed 
by Vice-Admiral Ben Moreell, wartime chief of the 
Bureau of Yards and Docks and organizer of the Sea- 
bees. As boss of the “can-do” boys, this soft-talking, 
tough-acting man traveled the globe from Guam to 
Sicily, inspecting front-line 
construction. Justifiably 
proud of his recruits who 
were much older than the 
average enlisted man, he re- 
calls the Marine slogan they 
inspired: “Never strike a 
Seabee—he might be your 
grandfather!” 


Modern architects of our acquaintance often display 
a deplorable tendency to live in colonial cottages 
or old-fashioned ‘farmhouses. To 
these traitors we now add Garrett 
Eckbo, California landscapist who 
doesn’t have a:garden (p. 141). 
The strikes against him are two 
self-willed offspring who have 
taken over the yard, and the fur- 
ther fact -that he is too busy in 
other people’s backyard’s to tend 
his own. His idea of the full, rich 
ie would be to lie atop a man- | 
zanita and have time to take more 
baths. 


Fritz Burns, whose colossal, stupendous model house 
is a test case for postwar gadgetry (p. 98), is the 
salesman’s salesman. On his first job he sold so 
much so fast that his commissions topped $100,000 
a year and he soon became president of the company. 
Handsome and hearty, he opened morning meetings 

calisthenics, designed, 


WEES 








even to the decadence of an 
electric toothbrush. Is Burns 
going soft, or is he just trying 
to soften up the customer? 




















































Se 
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OUTSTANDING FEATURES 
of the YORK ALLIS-CHALMERS - 
TURBO COMPRESSOR . 

1. Low center of gravity of compressor—permit- 
ted by trough type cooler—cuts vibration, 
provides accessible operation. 

2. Stainless steel impeller blades resist erosion and 
corrosion assuring perfect wheel balance. Blade 
rivet heads are eliminated to provide unob- 
structed gas flow. 


3. Balance piston to equalize wheel thrust makes 
necessary only a positioning thrust bearing, and 
results in less bearing friction losses. 


4, Pre-rotation vanes permit greater capacity re- 
duction (down to 10%). 


5. Permanently silver-sealed condenser joints. 
6. Simplified refrigerant shaft seal. 


York Corporation, Yo-k, Pennsylvania. 











ION AND AER CONDITIONING 


~ 








For a bathroom that’s certain to please... 
specify KOHLER quality in fixtures and fittings 


Beas name Kohler is a mark of quality known to 
home-owners. They recognize the importance 
of such a safeguard—with its assurance of precision- 
made working parts that are both durable and 
convenient; of styles that harmonize; and of lus- 
trous, hard surfaces that won’t yield to hard use. 


Kohler plumbing not only adds to living comfort, . 


but makes a home easy to rent or sell. 

The conveniently arranged bathroom illustrated 
above shows the. Chesapeake vitreous china lava- 
tory, with its handy ledge for toilet articles, roomy 
basin, and efficient Centra mixer-type fitting. The 
closet is the quiet, smooth-functioning Wellworth. 


The Cosmopolitan 

Bench Bath, made 

of enameled cast 

iron for strength 

and reliability, is equipped with the easy-to-con- 
trol Triton shower mixer. 

~ Kohler quality is now a 73-year old tradition. 
Important in maintaining the high Kohler stand- 
ards is the fact that Kohler production is concen- 
trated in one great plant, where unity of super- 
vision is constant. Write for any information you 
need on Kohler products now available. Kohler Co., 
Dept. 3-AF, Kohler, Wisconsin. Established 1873. 


KOHLER or KOHLER 


PLUMBING FIXTURES AND FITTINGS *© HEATING EQUIPMENT ¢ ELECTRIC PLANTS 
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SCUFFPROOF; WEATHERPROOF_Piywood with 
the character of plastic! That's the wonder-working ma- 
terial produced by-surfacing plywood with Kimpreg.* It’s 
weatherproof — unaffected by temperature extremes or . 


moisture. And durable—Kimpreg makes fir plywood up to 5 
times more resistant to wear when dry and 33 times when wet. 


ecccceeses c cccedececsevececcocecereeseeeseseeee 


WASHABLE —Kimpreg is as washable as enamel.,It’s 
colorfast—color is fused in. It’s stainproof. It’s unaffected 
by weak alkalies or commercial solvents, completely im- 
pervious to alcohol. And Kimpreg-ed plywood is 25 to. 30 
times more resistant to moisture than ordinary plywood. 


SOSCSCHSSSCSSSSESSSSSSESESSSESSSESSEEESEEE 


READILY WORKED_kimpreg plastic surfacing pro- 
vides a finish of flint-like quality. Yet Kimpreg-ed plywood 
is flexible—can be cut, formed and fastened readily with 
the same techniques used for ordinary plywood. Find out 
more about this wonder-working new material. Mail the 
coupon today. 


Kimberly-Clark Corporation, Neenah, Wisconsin P'c** send me free booklet and names of monv- 


impreg \\si 


“TRADE MARK PLASTIC SURFACING 








“ty, Sr ye 


ATTRACTIVE 


EASY -10- LL Yes! Craw-Fir-Dor — the low-priced, 


: upward - acting, overhead - type gafage 
MINIMUM HEADROOM door — is available NOW. Better than 
ever, too, with improved hardware, im- 
proved performance, improved appear- 


NEW AUTO-TYPE LOCK ance. Contact your lumber dealer NOW, 


STURDY DOUGLAS FIR 


FIR DOOR INSTITUTE 


Tacoma 2, Washington 
The National Association of Fir Door Manufacturers 
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Porcelain enamel keeps pace with 
inspiration. It frees design from 
the restraints imposed by older 
and less adaptable building .ma- 
terials. Its strength, light weight, 
rich colors and variety of surface 
textures make it ideal for the 
sweeping curves and distinctive 
effects favored by imaginative 
modern designers. 


Architectural applications | of 
porcelain enamel are almost 
unlimited. It lends colorful allure 
to shop and theater fronts . . . 
spick-and-span luster to highly 
individual interiors. 


This design for @ modern commercial building suggests Interesting | 
contrasting the rick colors of porcelain enamel with gleaming Steinies Steel. 


THE FINISH WITH IMAGINATION 


And the beauty of porcelain 
enamel lasts. Its glass-hard sur- 
face is practically scratch-proof 
and wear-proof. It resists weather 
stains and. laughs at corrosion. 
Its original brilliance is quickly 
restored by washing with soap 
and water—and of course porce- 
lain enamel is fire-proof. 


The base metal uséd by many 
leading fabricators of architec- 


‘tural porcelain enamel is Armco 


Enameling Iron. This special- 
purpose sheet was developed by 
Armco and is today the most 
widely used for this exacting 


purpose. We'll. be glad to put 
you in touch with a competent 
porcelain enameler in your local- 
ity. The American Rolling Mill 
Company, 351 Curtis Street, 
Middletown, Ohio. Export: The 
Armco International Corporation. 








Steel (also available with ARMCO 
Ingot Iron or copper steel base) 
ARMCO Stainless Stee! 











THE AMERICAN ROLLING MILL COMPARY 
Special-Purpose Sheet Steels 








FOR THE NEWEST AND SMARTEST 
IN BATHROOM ACCESSORIES 
AND MEDICINE CABINETS 


Production has started. With expanded 
facilities, we are making every effort to 
catch up with the demand. You'll find 
quality HALL-MACK accessories and cab- 
inets are worth waiting for because you 
can count on them to please your most 
discriminating customers. Distributed 


through plumbing, tile and hardware — 


dealers everywhere. 


ILLUSTRATED ABOVE: 
Medicine Cabinet FL-P1826 has a seamless 
interior, a half pillar of fluorescent li 
door and light fixtures are trimmed 


poe =e gma na pe tc oe ogra gets 
panel which conceals these 
Sailice Ginn mac ta ace. Danie of hecbi, chbnadiom phate’. 
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Tue University oF CALIFORNIA, recogniz- 
ing a current shortage of manpower in the 
architectural field, is completing arrange- 
ments in Los Angeles for a sequence of 
special courses to relieve the situation. 
Endorsed by the Southern California chap- 
ter of the AIA, the University extension 
program is designed to meet the training 
problem on three fronts. It will retrain 
personnel formerly employed in related 
fields during the emergency, offer a review 
for those trained in architecture who have 
been dissociated from the field for a period 
of time and will prepare those already em- 
ployed in an architect’s office to qualify for 
positions of greater responsibility. Courses 
will be presented in the evening, thus per- 
mitting students to continue in their pres- 
ent occupations. In order to insure quality 
of instruction comparable to University 
standards, practicing architects, preferably 
members of the AIA, have been nominated 
as instructors. Information concerning the 
courses is available at the Hill Street cen- 
ter in Los Angeles. 





A Seminar 1n Hovsine, sponsored jointly 
by The Graduate School of Design and the 
Graduate School of Public Administration, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass., is 
to be conducted by Catherine Bauer, dur- 
ing the spring term, on Tuesdays, from 
4to 6. This seminar will be concerned with 
the nature and extent of the housing prob- 
lem; the background and achievements of 
the housing movement in Europe and 
America; and the issues involved in the 
formulation of a comprehensive national 
housing policy. The purpose of this semi- 
nar is not so much to provide specialized 
training in any one aspect of the housing 
process as to demonstrate the variety of 
disciplines and interests which must be 
resolved in any effective housing -policy. 
The participation of students with varied 
professional viewpoints, including archi- 
tecture, city planning, and the social and 
political sciences, should in itself contrib- 
ute substantially toward this end. Send ap- 
plications to Room No. 3, mezzanine, Hunt 
Hall, Harvard Univ., Cambridge, Mass. 


Tue Catirornia Lasor Scuoot has estab- 
lished a full-time Industrial Arts Program 
which will prepare students for jobs in the 
fields of plastics, ceramics, photography, 
industrial design, product design, furniture 
design and graphic arts. Teaching methods 
are based on experimentation with mate- 
rials and analysis of them. For those veter- 
ans who need it, low-cost housing will be 
provided. For more information, write to 
Veteran’s Dept., California Labor School. 


Tue House I Want, series of six lec- 
tures on architecture and related subjects 





and problems is presented by the Woman’ 
Architectural League, sponsored by 

San Francisco Museum of Art and the 
Northern California Chapter of the AIA, 
The scheduled lectures and speakers are: 
March 7, Gardner A. Dailey, Thomas 
Church and Maurice Sands; March 14, 
John Bolles and Raymond D. Smith; March 
21, Paul R. Williams; March 28, Pietro 
Belluschi; April 4, Frances Elkins and 
Dorothy Liebes; April’ 11, Edward A. Wil- 
liams and William Clement Ambrose. Ses- 
sions will be at 10:30 A. M. at the Twen- 
tieth Century Club, Berkeley and 12.30 
P. M. at the San Francisco Museum of Art, 
San Francisco. Series tickets at $6.00 each 7 
for the series of six lectures can be ordered 
through the Woman’s Architectural League, | 
730 Montgomery St., San Francisco, Calif. 


Dr. Joun G. DEAN is now with the Devel- 
opment and Research Division of the Inter- 
national Nickel Co., Inc., 67 Wall St., New 
York, N. Y. as Senior Fellow-in-Absentia 
of Mellon Institute of Industrial Research, | 
Pittsburgh, Pa. : 
EXHIBITION ¥ 
Tue INTERNATIONAL Licuminc. ExposiTION 
convenes in Chicago’s Stevens Hotel next 7 
April 26. Attention will be focused on the 9] 
need for a fuller and more enlightened 7 
use of lighting in industry, business, stores, 7 
farm, home and-schools. Through a series § 
of four morning conferences, the Exposition 7 
Committee will seek to make known the 
practical applications of the newest devel- — 
opments in illumination. Tickets to the con-— 
ferences are ilable to architects, electri- ; 
cal contractors, wholesalers, industrial ex- 
ecutives, illumination engineers, schoolmen, © 
businessmen, public officials, railread offi- 
cials, and all other industrial and commer- 4 
cial officials concerned with lighting. The 4 
conférence program is as follows: é 
April 26: 9:30-12:30—“New Lighting | 
Trends and Methods” r 
April 27: 9;30-12:30—“Lighting Sales R 
Forum for Electrical Contractors” z 
April 29: 9:30-12:30—“Industrial Con- 7 
ference on Lighting Service and Light- 7 
ing Sales Training” 5 
April 30: 9:30-12:30—“Lighting Appli- 7 
cation Forum” 
About 60 lamp, lighting equipment and 
paint manufacturers and other producers 
which are directly related ~to illumination 
will use the Exhibition Hall of the Stevens 
Hotel to display their products. Exposition © 
hours, 12 noon to 6 P. M. i 
APPOINTMENTS 7 
InpustriaL & ARCHITECTURAL Desicn & © 
ENGINEERING, 230 North Michigan Ave., | 
Chicago 1, Ill., announce the appointment © 
of Robert Sidney Dickens as design coor- | 
dinator. (Continued on page 84) © 
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“They please the public .. . 
and help on costs” 


RALPH S. DUKE, University City, Mo. 


BF proce ag always have to watch costs,” Mr. Duke writes, 
‘and at the:same time install the kind of equipment the 
public wants. 


“Youngstown kitchens help us do both those things. Your 
all-steel units are a real help to us in planning the kind of 
homes people like, at prices they can afford to pay. 


“We of the National Builder’s Association welcome all of 
this kind of help we can get, because we believe that through 
such cooperation private enterprise can take care of the 
housing needs of the nation.” 


Hundreds of éxperienced builders agree with Mr. Duke. 


| , BY.  woiLents 





Typkal of Ba bas eee 


2 





They know Youngstown Kitchens appeal to every woman, 
save time on the job, and cost no more than wood con- 
struction. 

If you are not familiar with these sales-building kitchens, 
let us.send you the booklet, “The Builder’s Kitchen.” It 
describes Youngstown units for homes of every size and type, 
and tells what other builders have done with this modern 
equipment. 


MULLINS MANUFACTURING CORPORATION, Warren, Ohio 
Porcelain Enameled Products—Large Pressed Metal Parts 
Design Engineering Service 









well-planned 
homes built by Mr. Duke. The cheerful, con- 
venient Youngstown Kitchen is at the left. 


RALPH S, DUKE, Realtor and Builder in Uni- 
versity City, Mo., knows the many adyan- 
tages of installing Youngstown equipment. 











It makes sense to obtain the advan- 

of filtered air economically. Air 
ring an impnt prt of many 

i t makes 

For geome pte ea 
countless: commercial concerns. It 
assures greater comfort and cleanli- 
ness for millions of people. And when 
DUST-STOPS* are in the heating and 
air itioning it is a clear 
indication that filtered air is being 
obtained at both low initial and low 
maintenance costs. 


PENNIES FOR DOLLARS 


Where filtered air has a dollar value, 
architects, heating and ventilating en- 


gineers DUST-STOPS and 
the complete ready-to-assemble steel 
frames as a sound investment. 
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The widespread preference for these 
replacement-type filters is based on 
their ready adaptability to any sys- 
tem, regardless of the cfm require- 
ments; on flexibility of installation; 
easy access to- filters; and the low 
cost of this part of the system. 

WIN ON INITIAL COST 
DUST-STOP Air Filters are 


efficient—are readily available at low 
cost from near-by suppliers. 


DUST-STOPS are constructed of 
packs of glass fibers (Fiberglas*) 
coated with an adhesive and bound on 
the edges with a fiberboard frame. 

The Fiberglas fibers, packed to 
proper density, form an exceptionally 


em mee ow 


effective medium for air filtration. 
Being glass, they are inorganic, chem- 
ically ‘stable, resistant to heat, cor- 
rosive vapors and being glass, they 
do not absorb the nonodorous, non- 


tive until the filter is so heavily load- 
ed with dust that resistance to air 
flow calls for replacement. 


power and time. DUST-STOPS can 
be quickly obtained from near-by sup- 
pliers. And replacement requires no 


If you do not have complete information on DUST-STOP. Air 

Filters, or typical installation details, see Sweet’s Files or write: 

Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corp., 1830 Nicholas Bldg., Toledo 1, Ohio 
In Canada: Fiberglas Canada Ltd., Oshawa, Ontario. 


DUCTORP AIR FILTERS 


©T.M. Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


—a FIBERGLAS product 
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Here’s Proof. A recent advertisement 
we ran in Fortune magazine, describing 
a new method of making molded ply- 
wae drew hundreds of replies: the 

number, importance, and variety sur- 
prised both the publisher and ourselves. 
What It Means to You. This response 


made from it—and in new, simplified, 
less-expensive methods of manufacture 








Casein Company of America 


350 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 


WOOD + GLUE + IMAGINATION = New Markets for You 


made possible by new synthetic-resin 
adhesives. 


_ House built in 1938. Durability of resin glue proved by com- 
plete absence of glued joint failure to date. 





turglly be made of wood. 
Let Us Help You. Since the manufac- 








Mame’® Tile, 


350 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N.Y. 


Please send me your bulletins: 

“War Developed Adhesives and Gluing Processes Have 
Many Post-War Applications” and 

“Lap-ply, A New Technique in Molded Plywood.” 








” Address. 








We make. 
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Here's a grease i phoning of contents if 
waste vent line becomes clogged. Patented Boosey Air-lock and internal 
Air Relief features control surging within the interceptor when waste water 
is discharged from sink fixture—preventing grease from escaping to sewer. 
Remarkable internal design together with air-tight and gas-tight cover, main- 
tains a constant air-cushion, keeping liquid level uniform at all times, with 
greater grease holding capacity in proportion to size. Easy to clean—vun- 
necessary to remove baffles for normal cleaning. No odors at fixture. Self- 
dogging feature warns operator when cleaning is needed. G teed 





Commissioner Herman T. SticHMAN of 
the New. York State. Division of Housing 
announced today the appointment of 
Charles F. Rand as senior housing con- 
sultant in the Division’s community devel- 
opment service and William G. Ernst as 
assistant to the supervisor, Leonard F. Hub- 
bard.. Mr. Rand joins the Housing Divi- 
sion following his. recent resignation as 
executive secretary and project manager 
of the North Tonawanda Housing Author- 
ity, North Tonawanda, N. Y. Since the 
founding of this housing authority and its 
construction of Nor-Ton Courts, a 200 
family State-aided war housing project for 
defense workers, Mr. Rand played a lead- 
ing role in its planning, development and 
management. The project is soon to be 
changed from a defense worker develop- 
ment to a low-rent housing project. Mr. 
Ernst assumes charge of a newly formed 
building materials unit to study, under 
Governor Thomas E. Dewey’s State-wide 
housing program, the supply, availability 
and transfer of urgently needed construc- 
tion materials to help the state of New 
York, municipalities and private enterprise 
solve both the emergency and permanent 
housing bottlenecks. Commissioner Stich- 
man stated that the building materials unit 
will assist municipalities, builders and 
other groups in the housing field in locating 
home building necessities. 





general manager of Jordanoff Corp. i 


Wetts N. THompson, formerly vice prés 
dent in charge of engineering of the H. 

Ferguson Co., has been promoted to hea 
the eastern office of the company in Ne 


. York. 


Rotanp J. McKinney, for six years J 
Director of the Los Angeles County Mi 
seum, has been engaged by the Walt Di 
Studio as Art Counselor. Mr. McKini 
was responsible for assembling the exh 

of contemporary American art at the $ 
Francisco World’s Fair in 1939. Mr. 
Kinney will make his headquarters in Ne 
York. He. will contact established 
in the interests of Disney and will se: 
for outstanding young talent which can bey 
indoctrinated in the Disney manner. Some! 
of the pictures Disney has in the develop-) 
ment stage are “Alice in. Wonderland,”)) 
“Peter Pan,” “The Lady and the Tramp,”)| 
“The Little People,” “Midnight and Jere) 
miah,” “The Emperor and the Nightin: j 
gale,” a Hans Christian Andersen story) 
and others. The two in work for 1946 are | 
“Make Mine Music” and “Uncle Remus.” | 


Eucene Ho.tan, former president of the, 
Florence Stove Co., has been elected presi- 
dent and a director of the Masonite Cor-” 
poration. 2 


Rosert E. Davis has been promoted from 
director of production to vice president and 


¥ 


a 
ff 
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THE JURY OF AWARDS in the Chicago Tribune’s $24,000 Chicagoland Prize Homes Competition ! 
(see FORUM Sept. ’45, p. 174), studies one of the 938 home designs entered in the contest. © 





operating efficiency over 90% at rated capacity. Send for special Sink 
and Dishwashing Machine Sizing Chort compiled from actual field tests. 


General Sales Offices: 
420 North La Salle St. 
Chicago 10, Iinois 





AM AN SKEIN and FOUNDRY COMPANY 





ee pactonv: RACINE, 1900 
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as tallest in the group is Paul Gerhardt, Jr., president. of the Chicago chapter of i 


the AIA and chairman of the jury. - Other members of the jury, left to right, are: John O. 7 
Merrill, J. E. Merrion, A. N. Rebori, Irvin A. Blietz, John R. O’Connor, (back to camera), John i 
W. Park, Arthur E. Fossier, Philip B. Maher, and Boyd Hill, professional advisor of the 


competition. 


Lr. Ray Stuermer, worked on his draw- 
ings during his spare time aboard ship and 
is a winner of two of the 24 awards of 
$1,000 each. Problem No. 1 called for a 
design of a house of a maximum floor area 
of 1,100 sq. ft. suitable for a father, mother 


and 6 year old son. Winners are D. Coder § 
Taylor, Capt. Arthur Sackville - West, § 
Charles Schroeder, Walter Thies, Lt. Custis | 
Woolford, Ensign Ralph Peterson, Jr., 7 
(joint), J. F. Yewell, George Klinkhardt } 
and Lt. Stuermer. (Continued on page 88) 4 
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“Corbin Hardware for Commercial Buildings” con- 
tains information that will be helpful to anyone 
concerned with building or modernizing shops, stores, 
restaurants or office buildings. 

A wide range of Corbin hardware for well- 
appointed doors is illustrated; i.e. locksets, handles, 
push and pull bars, door pulls, push plates, kick 
plates, door checks, hinges. ' 

The coupon is for your convenience. The catalog 


will be sent promptly. 


“Good Sudldings 
Deserwe Good Hardware” 


you are welcome To 
a copy of this 


page b 













P. & F. Corbin 


NEW BRITAIN, CONN. 


* SINCE 1849 


Division of the American Hardware Corporation 








P. & F. CORBIN 


New Britain, Conn. 


Gentlemen: 


Please send a 
mercial Entrances 


COMPANY. 


to 


copy of “Corbin Hardware for Com- 
” 
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Hotpoint KITCHEN PLANNING SERVICE 


COMMERCIAL ENGINEERING Division 


ows. wo. AKL4S5G00 __ para 8 - 31-45 
EDISON GENERAL ELECTRIC APPLIANCE CO., INC, - 


000 weet TAYLOR eTaEe CHICASe. 1LuUmOe 
S——————S========== 


Homes with complete Clecliic Hitchen will sell taster! 


POWERFUL | promotional advertising is firmly establishing the Pope 
larity of electric kitchens. This trend has been created by: 


1. Over a million and a half dollars spent by Hotpoint in national advertising 
to intensify interest in all-electric kitchens. 

2. Scores of articles in leading magazines and that f d 
attention on the electric kitchen as the No. 1 room of the modern home. 


3. Distribution of over two million booklets “Your Next Kitchen by Hotpoint” 
to home owners who will build or remodel. 


As a result, the housewife of today generally considers her kitchen as the hub 
of her home. For that reason, architects and builders will choose. electric The Hétpoint Institute 
equipment for their kitchen designs to give her the best service. 5651 West Taylor Street, Chicago 44, Illinois 

For their convenience, Hotpoint has available a Portfolio of Personalized , Without obligation, please send me your Portfolio of 
Kitchen Plans that has plans for all types and sizes of kitchens. Send for your ponies presngitn Sr ensbiv parry ara 
copy of this Portfolio, with its wealth of information and planning guidance. . 
Attach coupon at right to your letterhead and mail to us today! 
HOTPOINT REGIONAL SALES OFFICES. EASTERN: 570 Lexington Ave,, New York City 22, Plaza 3-9333. 


SOUTHERN: 304 Red Rock Bidg., Atlanta 3, Walnut 2959. CENTRAL: 1456 Merchandise Mart, Chicago 54, 
Superior 1174. WESTERN: Western Merchandise Mart, 1355 Market Street, San Francisco 3, Underhill 2727. 
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Copr. 1946 Edison General Electric Appliance Co., Inc., Chicago 
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Over 90 years of successful roofing experi- 
ence has demonstrated the sound value of 
the gravel or slag wearing surface of a 
Barrett Specification’ Roof. 


T-It holds in place the heavy poured 
(not mopped) top coat of coal-tar pitch— 
providing a doubly thick waterproof cover- 
ing. 


* « 


« 
2-1t provides pratection against the sun’s 
actinic rays which otherwise dry out the 
essential oils of the bitumen. 


-It protects the roof. against mechanical 
damage, hail and wind, wear and tear. 


4-It interposes a surface of fireproof rock 
‘between the building and flying embers— 
makes a roof that carries Fire Underwriters’ 
Class A Rating. 














TT Torte lives under the same root for about 
200 years with nary a drop of unwanted rainmter 


To Dro rig 
PU a oe etary 
Ce aed de, 

Built up of alternate layers of coal-tar pitch 
and felt, topped with.a heavy pouring of pitch to 
hold the gravel or slag wearing surface in 
place, it is the strongest, longest-lasting built-up 
roof made—waterproof, sun-resistant, fire-safe and 
armored against mechanical damage. No wonder 
it can be bonded against repair and maintenance 
expense for 20 years. 

Many of America’s most famous buildings 
are Barrett Specification Roofed. You can do your 
clients no greater service than to specify 
this roof on the buildings you design. 


THE BARRETT DIVISION 
Allied Chemical & Dye Corporation 
40 Rector Street, New York 6, N.Y. 
, %2800 So. Sacramento Avenve — 
Chicago 23, i. 
uaieiiinmbhaaner 
5551 St. Hubert Street, Montreal, Que. 
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YOUR CLIENTS WILL WANT 
FEATURES 


THESE 
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"STAGGERED" COOKING TOP 
“SIMMER-SPEED" BURNERS 
LARGE “3-in-1" OVEN 

“GLO” BROILER 


"SCIENTIFIC" COOKING CHARTS — 


“INSTA-FLAME" TOP LIGHTER 
"“INSTA-MATIC" CLOCK CONTROL 
“SEAL-TIGHT" DOORS 


"JEWELED" 








Problem No. 2 allowed the designer 1,400 
sq. ft. and a building site 50 by 150 ft. but 
required that provision be made for a 
family consisting of parents and two chil- 
dren—a son, 12 and a daughter, 8. Winners 
are Herbert Hanson and Henry Martorano 
(joint award), Eric Wenstrand, Carl Ceder- 
strand, Frederick Sloan, Edward Glidden, 
Jr. and Eben Finney (joint award), Mrs. 
McKirahan, Heidt Associates, Lt. (j.g.) 
W. R. Burns, Jr. 

Problem No. 3 called for a dwelling of not 
more than 1,700 sq. ft. floor area practica- 
ble for a lot 75 by 150 ft. and suitable for 
a family consisting of the parents, two 
daughters, 6 and 16, and a son 12, The 
winners are Arthur Myhrum, Howard 
Uebelhack, Raymond Garbe, Edward Han- 
son, Edward Burch, Jr., Joseph Gora, Mer- 
win H. Freeman and Lt. Stuermer. 


AWARDS 

First prize in the competition for a group 
of three new dormitories at Smith College 
has been awarded to Norman C. Fletcher, 
Jean Bodman Fletcher and Benjamin 
Thompson, associates of Walter Gropius in 
Cambridge, Mass. The contest, which 
opened in Sept. and closed Dec. 10, was 
conducted under the auspices of the Mu- 
seum of Modern Art and the magazine, 
Progressive Architecture. An.exhibition of 
the winning drawings will open at the 
Museum of Modern Art on Feb. 6 and will 
be shown until April 7. Second and third 
prizes were won respectively by Sarah 
Harkness and John C. Harkness, of “Cam- 
bridge, Mass., also associated with Gropius, 
and Julius Stein, Roy S. Johnson and Fred 
M. Ginsbern and Associates, New York. 
The first prize amounts to $2,000, as an ad- 
vancement toward the fee of the winner, the 
second $1,000 and the third $500. Further 
awards of $100 each were made to the ten 
winners of honorable mention: Marcel 
Breuer, Sigurd Ellison, Richard Filipowski, 
Percival Goodman, Robert W. Kennedy, 
Robert A. Irigoyen, Carl Koch, Alfred 
Parker, Robert Little and Ann Halle Little, 
Teoh Ming Pei and S/Sgt. John N. Sill. 
The jurors were William Allan’ Neilson, 
President Emeritus of Smith College, Ken- 
neth Reid, editor of Progressive Architec- 
ture, Mrs. Alan Valentine, trustee, Philip 
Goodwin, architect, Morris Ketchum, archi- 
tect and Mrs. Elizabeth Mock, curator of 
architecture at the Museum of Modern Art. 
Richard Bennet, professor of Design at 
Yale University, acted as professional ad- 
visor for the competition. 


NEW OFFICES 

ComMANDER WILLIAM Pratt, U.S.N.R. and 
Mayor Georrrey Piatt, A.U.S. having 
been released from active duty, announce 
the reopening of the office of William & 








Geoffrey Platt, Architects, 101 Park Ave.,) 
New York 17, N. Y. 


Capt. Jerry A. FREEMAN, former director! 


of Public Relations for the Veterans of) 


Foreign Wars, who served in the U. S, 
Army Engineers for 24% years; Robert H.) 
Clawson, engineer, who was engaged in 


writing technical manuals for the armed’ 


services; and Frederick R. Gruger, Jr., 
technical illustrator, have organized the 
firm of Technocopy, Inc., with offices at 


30 Vesey St., New York 7, N. Y. Techno-* 


copy, Inc., “designers of manuscripts”, of- 


fers a service for the compilation of all” 


types of technical manuals, parts catalogs, 


direct-mail presentation literature and tech- 7 


nical theses. 


Lr. CommanpveR Paut E. Kouter, Jr., > 
wishes to announce the reopening of his © 


office for the practice of architecture at 
253 Worth Ave., Palm Beach, Fla. 


J. Norris Barnanrp, architect and ALDEN B. 


Witson, industrial designer, announce the — 


opening of their office, Allied Planners, 
for the practice of architecture and indus- 


trial designing at 1611 Sansom St., Phila- 7 


delphia, Pa. 


Munroe W. Copper, Jr., Ropert V. WADE | 


and Russet R. Peck wish to announce the 
formation of a partnership under the firm 


name of Copper, Wade & Peck, architects, © 
with offices in the Heights Rockefeller © 


Bldg., Cleveland Heights 18, Ohio. 


Aaron Co.isH and Cuar.es G. Errer an- © 


nounce the formation of partnership under 
the name of Colish & Etter, architects with 
offices in the Architects Building, Phila- 
delphia 3, Pa. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Samuet A. LieBerson, architect, announces 


the removal of his office to 356 Fulton St., # 


Brooklyn, N, Y. 
Britscu & MuNGER, architects, have moved 


their offices from 1025 Nicholas Building * 


to 531 Nicholas Building, Toledo 4, O. 
John Macelwane and Mark Stophlet are 


associated with the firm and M. DeWitt © 


Grow has been made a junior partner. 


Morris Lapipus, AIA, announces the re- 
moval of his offices from 1841 Broadway to 
256 E. 49th St., New York, N. Y. The move 
will be effective about March 15th. 


Natuan A. SewerMan, architect, has lo- 
cated his office at 154 Nassau St., New 
York’7, N. Y. A 


Stuyvesant Van VEEN, mural artist, after ‘ 
214 years of military service, has removed 7 


his studio from New York to 2428 Cliff 
St., Cincinnati, O., for murals of all types, 
public or private. 
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SEALED INSULATION 


BALSAM-WOOL « Products of Weyerhaeuser © NU-WOOD 
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@. Yes—Balsam-Wool re- 
search is constantly.at work 
to keep you up to date on 
insulation application. To- 
day, there are seventeen 
new Balsam-Wool Data 
Sheets, bringing the entire 
series up to thirty-two. You’ll 
want this series as a handy, 
authoritative guide to cor- 
rect practice. Mail the cou- 
pon for your set—there’s no 
cost or obligation. 
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woop ¢ COMPANY 
* Dept. 147-3, First National Bank Building 
St. Paul 1, Minnesota 


Pleore send me a complete set of Application Date Sheets. 
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VOL.1 OF @ new era 


THIS IS THE YEAR we've been waiting for — since Pearl Harbor . . . since Dunkerque 
«ilidesduicts. dca biabetaceataeee dues yak Waince ee 
March and The Crash .... since the very year that FORTUNE was born. 

For 15 years, age béen one damn thing after another — all spelled out in Coamic 
Capitals: Depression, Aggression, Appeasement, War. Each New Year has meant at 
best good riddance to the old, i indparats emergency to be dealt with in the new. 

But 1945 was somnethii dda aides ck V-J, Pesce," UNO and Bretton Woods. 
The Atom. Whether for the jobs finished or the jobs begun, the newest old year was 
truly great — it doesn’t owe us a thing. 

Now we en entered a new year, and begun a new era — the era that FORTUNE 
thought, 15 years ago, it was born to observe and born to report. And FORTUNE, wel- 


coming, at last, its chance to be a very special reporter of this Great Adventure, will 


contribute its share to making it an Adventure not only into 


Prosperity, but into something we shall not be ashamed to 


call Civilization. 


Fortune 








Spanish in design 
"Modern American” in Comfort 
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PAYNEHEATED Unitarion Church 
Reflecting the old Spanish influence so Sento Barbora, Californio 
! cteristic of Santa Bart hi this Architect, E Keith Lockhard 


edifice nevertheless is “medern American” in 


enon my owe 
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equipment. * PAYNE gas warm air heating... 
selected for advanced engineering, quality con- 
struction and unfailing dependability .. . assures 
comfort in any weather. x Architects and builders 
are urged to investigate the many applications 
of PAYNEHEAT to commercial and industrial 
jobs and public buildings. Consult your nearby 
PAYNE Dealer or your gas company. .. or write 
to us. x PAYNE factory engineering service 
“tailors” the installation to the job. Consultation 
is invited. 





sors sommes counar | PRMTEMERT 


OVER 30 YEARS OF LEADERSHIP 
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORRIA 
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- Tuxs dominant advertisement in the 
March] 6th issue of TheSeturday Eve- 
-ning Post will carry to 3,500,000.home 
owners and prospective builders the - 
story of an amazing postwar comfort 
lation is a profitable job you can sel * 


but Too TOUGH 
for HEAT or CoLD side seat 


Your copy of this booklet , 
pearing have NOW. wena ead 

, all the amazing facts 
about Cotton Insulation. 


insulating 
rolls 90 light 
need belo to age home, in one evening 
Guiana NATIONAL COTTON COUNCIL 
OF AMERICA 


COTTON INSULATION 
ASSOCIATION 


COUNCIL OF AMERICA 


* NATIONAL COTTON © 
’ ON ASSOCIATION 


* COTTON INSULATI 





COTTON COUNCH, Dept P, Box 18, Memphis 1. Tom. 
booklet “Cotton Insulation” 
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HE airy, sunny, view-enclosing background in this 

charming dining room is an Andersen Casement 
Picture Window Unit—a WINDOWALL that functions 
both as window and as wall. 


Such a broad expanse of glass needs the insulating and 
weatherproofing engineering that goes into all Andersen 
Window Unit construction—engineering that promises a 





lifetime of efficient, trouble-free operation. The unit is a 
stock item, a complete unit except for center sash glazing. 

The unit pictured here was specified by Architect Magnus 
Jemne for a home in St. Paul, Minnesota. To duplicate it, 
specify Andersen Casement Picture Window Unit, Number 
552; overall sash opening size, 6’ 514” x 5’ 2%". Complete 
details in Sweet’s Architectural File. 





Write For Your FREE Copy of This Booklet 


Whatever your interest in packaged air conditioning 
units ... specifying, selling, buying, installing, or main- 
taining them... you'll want to read this new booklet. 

You'll want to learn all the facts about this latest 
development in air conditioning, attractive self- 
contained units that give you real air conditioning in 
the most economical and perfected form. You'll want 
to see how such compact cabinet units provide year- 
round air conditioned comfort... . cool, invigorating air 
in summer ... warm, filtered air in winter. You'll want 
to learn why these units for commercial :and small in- 


dustrial applications where space is limited, make pos-: 
sible an economical first cost and low operating -cost. - 


Write for your copy of this 8 page booklet on 
Worthington’ Self-Gontained Air Conditioners today 
...and leasn why there's more worth in Worthington. 
Worthington Pump and Machinery Corporation, Air 
Conditioning and Refrigeration Division, Harrison, 
N. J. Specialists in air conditioning and refrigeration 
machinery for over 50 years, 


WORTHINGTON 


ATR CONDITIONING 





HOME OF MR. JOHN BORMANN, GLENDALE, MO. 


HARRIS ARMSTRONG, Architect, St. Louis, Mo. 
Large phates ty Tom Lenard, New York City; initial phote by C. A. Lorenz. Kirkweed, Me. 

HIS home of a building contrac- 
tor, on a limited soburban lot, 
with its simple main floor, pro- 
vides what the owner specified: 
complete living facilities for him- 
self and wife, with guest rooms 
and storage above, and garage 
and recreation spaces below. 
The handling of the roof lines 

and windows assures privacy from the street on the 
north, intimacy with nature on the south. 
Commenting on the house, Mr. Bormann says: .... 


“We are pleased with the ingenious conservation 


of space throughout. The overhanging roof captures 


the warmth of the sun in winter and keeps the rooms 


cool throughout the summer. We need no gutters 


or downspouts .... the grass, flowers, shrubs and. 


trees get the benefit of this arrangement.” 

Here, as in many homes from coast to coast, Pratt 
- & Lambert Paint and Varnish serve to enhance the 
architectural design inside and out. Their distinctive, 


authoritative colors.lend charm to homes however 
PRATT & LAMBERT 
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PAINT AND 


modest or pretentious they may be. The P&L Archi- 
tectural Service Department offers prompt, helpful 


aid in color counsel and decorative planning. 


PRATT & LAMBERT-INC. 
Paint & Varnish Makers 
NEW YORK : BUFFALO i CHICAGO : FORT ERIE, ONT. 


VARNISH 





HUGE TRANSITE DOORS 


OF NAVY-BUILT BLIMP 


HANGAR SLIDE SECTIONALLY 


Official U.S. Navy photo 





DESPITE LIBERAL USE OF MODERN DETAILS, STREET FACADE LACKS COHERENCE. LAVISH LIGHTING EXPRESSES SHOWCASE FUNCTION 





( } HOWCASE s a pom ve snitis lot features ji aa and 100 ideas for living. Fritz Burns 


stages first big check of postwar home-buying public in a Hollywood version of the model house. + 


peat > Tae 





THE POSTWAR HOUSE MAKES A SHARP BREAK WITH LOS ANGELES TRADITION- 


Completely unawed by its proximity to Los 
Angeles’ Miracle Mile, completely in the col- 
ossal vocabulary of nearby Hollywood, Home 
Developer Fritz B. Burns unveils this month 
the most shrewdly conceived, most: expensive 
and most dramatically presented model house 
a bug-eyed public ever saw. Burns, long a 
successful practitioner of the make-no-little- 
plans school, has made a whopping and doubt- 
less winning bet on what glamour-glazed 
Southern Californians expect of their postwar 
house, particularly one born of Maestro Burns. 
It is more than a model house, and at the same 
time less, because it will never be sold—it is 
a $75,000 look-see for the public and gives 
Burns a chance to check péople’s reactions to 
new equipment, including ‘mock-ups of .some 
things-to-come. Such novelties as these stud 
the interior: 

> In the bathrooms —a hair drier, an electric 
shaver and an electric toothbrush on cords 
which pull out from the wall and go back into 
place when not in use; a silent flush toilet 
which is operated by merely leaning back. 
>In the kitchen — a rear-burner range which 
makes for easy disposal of cooking odors and 
keeps hot pots out of children’s reach; a con- 
sole type of refrigerator with drawers instead 
of doors; a built-in sewing machine; cabinets 
with roll-up plastic doors. 

} Elsewhere — an electronic device for remov- 
ing dust from the air; a silk-upholstered, neon- 
lighted linen closet; space for a helicopter. 


i: Fred R. Dapprich 


° 


Although Builder Burns’ accountants are still 
totaling up final figures, cost of the medium- 
size, five-room house will come close to $75,000. 
Lavish as they seem, such figures are in 
keeping with the scale of Millionaire Burns’ 
building operations. One of the nation’s most 
prolific house builders, he has often been 
called “the Henry J. Kaiser of the West Coast 
building industry” —a title he earried long 
before mass-producer Kaiser teamed up with 
him last May to build communities of low. cost 
houses throughout the country.* Such a 
builder might be expected to vary the usual 
model house theme. He did. Cost of ‘the 
house alone sets it apart from.other model 
houses; so do its location and probable dis- 
position. While most model houses are built in 


yesidential subdivisions and eventually offered 


for sale, this one occupies a commercial site on 
a heavily trafficked street and will neither be 
sold nor duplicated. Its ultimate fate is prob- 
ably demolition. 

The purpose of Burn’s house, . however, is 
like that of any model house. Advertised as a 
demonstration. of new developments for the 
benefit of the building industry and the public 
—it is also front-page promotion for Burns. 


* Besides publicising his resumption of peace- 


time house building, it will enhance his al- 
ready good reputation as a builder, alter the 


* Postwar House is all Burns’, Henry J. Kaiser 
is in no way connected with it. 
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local impression that he can build only small, 
low cost houses and give him advance nodtice 
as to what the public wants him to include 
in the thousands of houses he -platis to build 
for sale. 

Decision to erect the Postwar House was 
made early in the war when everyone was . 
speculating on what wonderous new équip- 
ment and materials, would make their appear- 
ance with peace, Burns felt that the answer 
lay somewhere between the wild predictions 
of “fervid futurists”’ and the short-sighted 
pessimism of “cold regctionaires,” To. find 
out he established the Fritz B. Burns Re- 
search Division for Postwar Housing, selected 
Salesman Joseph H. Schulte to direct the 
division’s work. As enefgetic and enthusiastic 
as his boss, “Joe” Schulte: spent.more than a 
year canvassing some 200 manufacturer’ of 
building materials and equipment, wheedling 
from them their postwar ‘plans and dreams. 
. As Schulte’s research began to produce 
unexpected results, Burns’ conception of the 
project, expanded: He originally intended to 
spend only ‘$20,000 but soon the sky became 
the limit. Costs took an abrupt turn skyward 
last spring when he purchased for $75,000 a 
lot which he was unable to obtain on a short- 
term lease. Ideal for exposition purposes, the 
site is on Wilshire Boulevard, which contains 
the famous “Miracle Mile” and is.one of the 
most heavily traveled streets leading to down- 

town Los Angeles seven miles. away. 





Shortly after V-E day the many prelimi- © 
naries were complete, ground was broken and, _ 


with the aid of special priorities from the War 
Production Board, construction began. Fort- 
night ago the job was about finished, and the 
surrounding high board fence was to be 
knocked down. Soon Los Angeles, attracted by 
more publicity than usually introduces a 
screen star, would flock to see Burns’ house. 
In return for a modest admission fee which 
will discourage curiosity seekers, the public 
will be escorted through the house and de- 


part with a single piece of ‘literature—a ‘ 


booklet describing the house and its contents. 
No effort will be made to sell anything. 
Trained guides, rather than manufacturers’ 
representatives, will explain the various items 
of equipment and their operation. Burns, on 
the other hand, will obtain visitors’ reactions 
through interviews, questionnaires and judici- 
ous eavesdropping. He does not intend to 


Patio fas fange pared anea. 
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Main bath fas tuwuet-s! 
plastic showen, elechic tooth tush, ¢ 
Stocking. drug a 


compile a prospect list with visitors’ names. 

Prediction is that close to 1 million 
people will inspect the Postwar House’ before 
it closes two years from now. If 750,000 do 
and if Burns decides to charge them a dime 
apiece, he will recoup the $75,000 he put into 
the house. Appreciation in the value of the 
land (already reported to have doubled: since 
its purchase) may cover the $2,000 a month 
he expects to spend on.the operation and main- 
tenance of the project. Additional return on 
the investment will be less tangible, measured 
in terms of increased good will for the industry 
and bigger business for Burns. 3 


Design bows to progressive trend 

In appearance, Fritz Burns’ project—like most 
model houses—hits what might be called a 
high level of average taste. This is partly a 
reflection of Burns’ desire not to overshoot 
the public, partly the inevitable result ‘of 
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: te 
crowding more features into one package than 
would ever occur in real life. i i 
the house marks the final collapse .of the Cali- 
fornia stucco idiom; its emphasis on natural | 
must be reckoned an advance. over the still-” 
born attempts to import the Cape Cod salt box 
and the Louisiana ‘plantation house into the 
West Coast. In sponsoring this design, builder ’ 
Burns has given tacit proof that he feels pro- 
spective home owners in the City of Angels are 
as ripe for a change as those elsewhere. ~ 

There has probably never been a house with | 
more gadgets in it and the chances are there | 
never will be. No salesroom could adequately’ * 


convey to the layman the performance of all Sm ™@ny © 
these varied items. They have to be seen in — ant. T 
action to be understood. Collectively and in ee 


action, they make a staggering array of mech- 
anized operations and ‘individually many of 
them are debuts of genuinely-needed items. 
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~ UvING Like the hanes itself, the interiors are dedicated to the aiepiy of as 
“ many novelties as possible. As for the decor, it is best described as exh : 7 
ant. Television and-radio sets Sant tivi oo fireplace (left, a ~ a Nee aMie? ¢ 
Barbecue (axtreme: right) yleids a h ipped and serv oa F , SLEEPING A monster bed; with disappearing Pullman arm rests.and quilted 
outdoor dining area. : 6% cover, dominates the main bedroom (left, below). Facing itIs a 10 ft. dressing 
/ table—a new high éven for Hollywood. Walls in this roém and boys’ room are 
hung in fabric “specially treated for washability and stain resistance. 
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Dectptively larg in appearance the Postwar House is atally five roms wrapped around « patio. 


Designed for a family of two adults and two adolescent boys, the house 

represents a canny. approximation of what building professionals. expect 

the public to demand.: Although not designed for actual ‘use, it has only 

one or two weaknesses—the front door is a long way from the kitchen, 

WURDEMAN AND BECKETT. Architects only internal access to the all-purpose room is through the kitchen.-,This 
. all-purpose room can be used for sleeping a guest, as a retreat for parents 

ECKBO, ROYSTON & WILLIAMS, Landscape Architects . fleeing their children or vice-versa, or as a sickroom close to the housewife’s 
base of operations. The large and handsome outdoor living space, with 

ae DOROTHY AMES of BULLOCK’S, INC., Decorator its completely independent cooking facilities, is a feature which most 
families woah relish. And the workshop and ‘garden room behind the 

garage—with one wall of aluminum electrically-operated to roll up against 

the ceiling—would be a life-saver for garden-conscious parents or model- 

building sons. In addition to such multi-use rooms, the house includes 

every space and labor-saving device which’ its sponsors could lay hand to. 

All storage space is built-in, with special hardware and interior illumination. 








Planning cehter (left) puts controls at housewife’s finger tips. Corner space utilized bk revolv- Refrigerator is éompactmental- Roller-type do reveal % 
Complete facilities for sewing (right) are added re. ing shelves for utensiig ant tools. ized—more efficient and handier. slots for storjhg platte 


Mr. Burns was able to assemble his kitchen most entirely of actual 
products—i.e., of equipment which, if not already omjhe market, shortly 
will be. In size, plan and equipment, it probably represegts an accurate 
synthesis of current opinion on the subject. It is large in size. It is or- 
ganized into separate work centers. And it is packed full of a _many 
mechanized items and controls as a B-29. Moving clockwise from\the 
living room door, it boasts: an independently vented stove whose burners 
are arranged in one row across the back; an electro-chemical garbage 
digester and an hydraulic dishwasher, both of them served by a self- 
retracting, low-pressure hose instead of a faucet; corner cupboards with 
revolving shelves; a large counter-height refrigerator with drawers across 
the bottom and tip-out bin type doors across the top; a large table (for 
eating, food preparation or sewing and cutting) lighted by a down-light 
built into the ceiling. Beyond this table is a sewing machine which swings 
out and up; an ironing board which drops out from wall. Along the front 
wall of the kitchen is a complete laundry in 4 units; a specially-ventilated 
metal drawer cabinet for storage of fruits and vegetables; a low-tempera- 
ture frozen food storage unit; and a built-in pressure cooker. Commanding 
the entire room is the desk and control center. 
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All cabinets are metal, with specialized storage com- 
partments, plastic doors that roll up like window 
shades. Continuous strip lighting along the under side 
of wall cabinets gives shadowless lighting of counter. 
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bock cords 





————— Plastic turret-type 
shower door slides 
on circular ceiling 
track 


Opaque plastic 
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if BURNERS IMPROVE SAFETY, SPACE, VENTILATION’ 


And the house is studded with structural and mechanical innovations. 


Next to the kitchen, the bathrooms have 
the greatest ation of dget: 
There are, for instance, a round mirror 
framed with a recessed circular mirror, 
concave in section and back lighted by a 
circular fluorescent light; a sun-tan lamp 
in the ceiling above to give the husband a 
treatment as he shaves with the built-in 
electric shaver; a hair drying lamp (also 
in ceiling) for the wife; and an electric 
toothbrush. Toothbrush and shaver are 
on cords which pull out for use and snap 
back when idle. There is a panel ray 
auxiliary bathroom heater which emits 
infra-red rays to dry the bather. There 
is a magazine rack, radio and ash tray 
beside the | flushi toilet 
(lean back and it flushes). which is of the 
tankless silent-flush type. There is a 
stocking-drying cabinet with heat lamps 
below. 








A revolving turret-type shower door of 
plastic converts one end of the tub into 
a circular shower stall, the curved door 
suspended from a circular track in the 


:€eiling. Behind tub and sink is a curving 
*.. sheet of opaque plastic, lit by a window in 


daytime and by -fluorescent tubing be- 
tween wall and plastic at night. All 
illumination, artificial and natural, thus 
comes from the same side.of the room. 

It is as the result of deliberate afore- 
thought that the bathrooms give the ap- 
pearance of hing d-out like 
an. auto body or a refrigerator case; some- 
thing offered in various “modeis;"" some- 
thing mass-assembied and sold prepack- 
aged in cellophane. All’ corners are 
rounded; all surfaces are continuous— 





even the ceiling; finishes simulate enam- 
eled metal. All equipment appears to have 
been stamped out of the same piece at the 
same time—sink, toilet, tub—all are inte- 
gral parts of the single whole. it is a 
water-proof “‘mock-up” of a 1950 bath- 
room. 

STRUCTURALLY, the house is not ex- 
traordinary. The reasons for this are 
largely practical—if Burns had waited to 
have his streamlined bathroom stamped 
out of metal in one piece, he might well 
have had a long wait. Similarly; he had 
the house largely constructed of conven- 
tional materiais—they were available and 


the postwar ones were not. Yet even 
within these limits, the architects have in- 
Corporated many valuable details. They 
have evolved a hi for ex- 
terior plywood panels te the wood frame 
so that no nails or screws perforate the 
outside surface. They have used a roof 








“shingle” which should be as effective as 
it is novel—a"d by 8 ft. unit consisting of 

sheet aluminum formed afound an in- 

sulating board core and laid in horizontal 
hipt like clapboards. 





In such details as ventilation, the de- 
signers have faced and mastered some 
characteristic problems. The, house is, of 
course, a sealed envelope: but a local or- 
dinance requires provisions for natural 
ventilation in case of air conditioning fait- 





odor from 
burners 





ure. This has been met by louvered wali 
paneis in each room. in the kitchen there 
was the tricky problem of isolating waste 
gases of the range and various motors 
from the main air-conditioning system. 
The range, whose burners are at the back, 
has an independent forced draft vent di- 
rectly to outside. In the other equipment, 
air from under the floor passes over the 
motors and is exhausted through a tong 
horizontal vent on the outside of the 
kitchen wall. 




















Although they were not after a “solar 


house,” the Los Angeles laymen will learn 
a lot from the architects’ orientation and 
insolation. Wide eaves protect windows 
from summer sun and skyglare; sealed 
double glazing is used throughout, the 
outer layer of heat absorbing glass in east 
and west windows; and a louvered sun- 
shade protects the window of the master 
bedroom. 
ofternoon sun 
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“Remote contro! of all switches is achieved by ‘a small ‘lighted 
push plate. iImpuise is relayed to solenoid which actually. oper- 


Danas 


Watch out for the buttons! _ An extraordinary network of electronic devices laces the structure, 


ates the switch, which may thus be located at fixtures. 


Wiring between = 


filter (below) is ohe 4 


er bedroom (left) and 
(right). Electrostatic air 
ions in a small house. 


The electrical system falis into three 
broad i one for lighting and pow- 
ering household appliances; one for the 
complex sound and communication sys- 
tem; and one for various independ 





house’s s80und and communication * 
tems. For sound, there are five radio 

—a large AM and a large FM hooked int 
the house-wide system and three inde~ 


4 





mechanisms such as the lawn sprinkiers, 
overhead doors and air-conditioning ap- 
paratus. Controls for these three systems 
are centered at two points—in a bedside 
stand in the master’s bedroom and in a 
panel over the desk in the kitchen. 


>» THE LIGHTING SYSTEM is operated by* 


a new control device which replaces the 
conventional push button or toggle, a 
small plate of back-lighted translucent 
plastic is the operating mechanism. Pres- 
sure on this plate (by finger, elbow or 
shoulder) activates a 24-volt AC impulse 
relay to a solenoid-controlied ratchet in 
the switch proper. According to its in- 
ventor, W. W. Brockway, it has several 
advantages over the conventional switch. 
It permits the switch to be located at the 
fixture instead of the contro! point. Be- 
cause of the low voltage involved, no con- 


duit “between contro! point and switch is” 


required. Switches can be wired in paral- 
lel‘ for multi-point operation at minimum 
cost. By multiple wiring of all light 


tech 





toa relay, a master 
btained more ically than 
in conventional wiring. All push plates 
are i ly ted but their tiny 
bulbs use less than 9 watts for a 24-hour 


period. 


control is 








Instead of individual base plugs, a con- 
tinuous strip oytiet is built into all rooms 


just above the baseboard; in the kitchen - 


this strip is located just above the counter. 


In keeping with its showcase function, 
the house—inside and out—makes lavish 
provisions for lighting. All of it is built-in 
and most of it would be standard for good 


commercial work. The wide eaves of the | 


entrance front and those surrounding the 
patio are studded with d ligh and 
floods. The kitchen has continuous strip 
lighting over the counters—concealed in 
the bottom of the cabinets. The cases 
have built-in fluorescent lighting. Bac- 
teriocidal ultra-violet lamps are built into 
the specially-designed drawers for siiver- 
ware. 





THE TELEVISION RECEIVER in the 
living room is only one aspect of the 


Pp it small sets in the master bath, all. 
purpose room ahd workshop. There is 
automatic, record-changing phonograp 
and a complete recorder—also hooked into 
the main system. Finally, the house 
equipped for a wired music service o 
the telephone lines. All these sources of 


canned music are hooked together in a’ 


network of loud speakers and remote con- 
trol selectors in such a way as to serve 


fiving room, both bedrooms, kitchen and: 


barbecue. They are wired up so that both 
radios, phonograph and wired music can 
be controlied at any of these points; a 


the system is so designed that two differ-) 


ent programs may be heard simultaneously 
at different points! 


ASSOCIATED WITH the sound system 


a talk-back inter-room communicatio ; 
system. It serves master bedroom, kitch- 


en, barbecue, hobby shop, front door and 
service door. However, there are only two 


master control stations—master bedroom 


and kitchen. In other words, communica- 4 
tion is possible only b tati se- | 





lected at one of the master control points. | 


Each station both receives and transmits 7 
and can signal the master stations that — 
communication is desired. Standard tele- © 


phone instruments are located at both 


master stations but there ig no connection | 
between the house system and the public 7 


one. - 


There are many less spectacular feat- 
ures which further, complicate the elec- 


trical system as a whole. Part of these 3 
merely serve built-in or mobile appliances ~ 
—the mechanized toothbrushés and razor ~ 


in the bath, the seWing—-machire :in the 
kitchen. Part of them power the air- 
conditioning apparatus and its thermo- 
static controls. And some of them operate 





.the electro-chemical garbage disp or 


the sprinklers in the lawn.: 


| ! ¥ 
AIR: CONDITIONING system provides | 


complete year round control. All equip- 
ment is concengrated in a small’ utility 
room off the kitchen. Here fresh air from 
the outside is mixed with returned air and 
passed through an_ electrostatic filter. 


Then, depending upon the weather, it is ~ 


either heated or cooled and de-humidified. 
“Delivery of the conditioned air to the 
rooms is neafthe ceiling line, returns are 
all at the floor, Except for the doors and 
the special kitchén and bathroom vents, 
the system! is thus entirély closed.\ !in 
the kitchen, the conditioned air inlet -is a 
ceiling fixture with concentric circular fins 
to diffuse the air in a flat stream across 
the ceiling. 
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| psc today is in chaos, Switzerland, 
Sweden, Norway, Belgium and Denmark 
are tiny islands in one vast floundering morass 
of misery. How deep that morass, how real 
the misery, cannot be conjectured any more 
than one can “imagine” a toothache. 

In the early stages of my trip, I naively as- 
sumed that one might ignore the obscure nice- 
ties of national and international politics. 
Certainly, I told myself with typical American 
logic, one can (and must) study the problems 
of reconstruction on the lofty aseptic levels 
of techniques, planning, statistics. Tt was all 
80 easy. 

And so, in France, I began. There initially, 


and later in-Germany, Italy, Switzerland and... 


England, I discovered that the first step tow- 
ards comprehension must be an analysis of the 
political picture. Nothing is divorced from 
it. Incongruous as it may seem, the Potsdam 


Treaty may have enormous indirect influence 


on all European architecture. 


Europe’s accident toll is high today. Her’: . 


people are underfed, weak ; their eyes are dull, 


reactions sluggish. Minor scratches suppurate . 


and kill. Broken bones refuse to knit. As our 
scientists have found, continued under-nourish- 
ment produces lethargy. The mind is content 
to let the starving body merely breathe, exist. 
This must be kept in mind in measuring the 
dpeed of the continent’s recovery. 


FRANCE 
In October, 1945, the French had their first 
national election in nine years. To stabilize 
and modernize their government, the French 
voted to revise their constitution. Thus, while 
facing economic ruin, French democracy is 
being reborn. But the accouchement will not 
be an easy one. Things have improved little 
since war’s end and the people are impatient. 

At any rate, until the political crises are 
decided, reconstruction will progress little. 
Raoul D’Autry, who had headed De Gaulle’s 
Ministry of Reconstruction, has been replaced 
by Francois Billoux, Communist, and former 
Minister of Health. (This move brings hous- 
ing and reconstruction close to Britain’s set-up, 
where Aneurin Bevan, Minister of Health, is 
running the show.) 

The proposed French reconstruction pro- 
gram is one part of a vast plan to re-shape 
France as a pltysical and economic unit. The 
French see the present plight of cities as the 


- result of haphazard industrial expansion. An 


attempt is being made to decentralize indus- 
try, to control city size for strategic, economic 
and social reasons. To stop the trend from 
farm to city, the new France will attempt to 


, lure workers back to the soil with movies, 


libraries, recreation facilities. 
Like most of Europe, France faces bank- 
ruptcy. Needing our goods, she has no dollars 


REPORT FROM EUROPE 





In Europe each devastated mation now seeks its quickest way 
to reconstruction. New methods, materials, design solutions 
will come out of this gigantic task. To orient Forum editors 
and readers, Philip Kelly of our staff recently returned from 
a highspot survey of France, Germany, Italy, Switzerland ~ 
and England. As an accredited representative of The Forum, 
he enjoyed unusual access to responsible sources. This gen- 
eral review will be supplemented from time to time by 
ee ne oe : 





to ‘buy them. She has had 400,000 houses 
totally destroyed. When the last German 
troops withdrew, six million French. were 
homeless. Today nearly all the affected towns 


(over 600) have been replanned, thanks to her . 


indefatigable architects, who worked through- 
out the war:* Yet despite this advanced plan- 
ning, “there ‘is little construction in France yet 


4 f “because of material shortages: 


The key to French reconstruction, in a mate- 


__ -£ vials sense, is coal. Without coal the produc- 
:. «, tion of such essential materials as ira, steel, 


cement, and glass, falters. In Le Havre I saw 
mud used for mortar in lieu of, precious 
cement. And without coal French morale, at a 
dangerously low ebb after five years of hard- 
ship, drops even lower. Living in the com- 
parative luxury of an army hotel in Paris 
we had hot water two hours daily. To most 
Frenchmen, this represented the height of 
opulence. 

Even before the war, France lacked modern 
heavy equipment. Today, with factories 
blasted, bridges and railroads gone, and short- 
ages of every conceivable type, reconstruction 
is hamstrung. A general Commissariat of Mod- 
ernization and Equipment is attacking these 
bottlenecks. Manpower is short too. Several 
million Italian and Polish laborers are to be 
recruited to solve this. 

Another major obstacle, both to agriculture 
and reconstruction, are the myriads of German 
mines. The French estimate that one hundred 
million still remain. They hope to get 144 
million German reparations workers for the 
dangerous work of removing them. 

Feeling runs high between various architec- 
tural groups. One set wants to re-build the 
towns and cities largely as they existed. Op- 
ponents of this plan assail it as an attempt to 
erect a bogus culture, a clinging to the past. 
Even the modernists are divided into two 
schools. The International set headed by Le- 
Corbusier, are opposed by the Regionalists, 
who wish to retain contemporary design but 
incorporate with it regional patterns. The 
erstwhile staid Ecole des Beaux-Arts, strong- 
hold of traditionalism and classicism, now 

stresses contemporary design, I was told by 
Professor M. LeConte, formerly of Yale. 





One bright spot looms out of France’s dark 
(1,500 calories daily was the 1945 allotment; 
we get about 3,000) and privation. But there 
will be no unemployment problem for years. 
At least the war has seen to that. 


GERMANY Excerpts from a letter to the FORUM 


“It was raining and miserably cold, but we 
finally got away, ducking storms all the way 
up. / In 3% hours we were over Berlin’s Tem- 
plehof Airport. Like most»of its. once 
huiks. 

“Of Berlin's actual appearance, mere prose 
can convey nothing. We fé#€for a half hour 
over miles of gutted ruins. The face of Berlin 
is scarred and pockmarked like a dreary lunar 
landscape. Incredible as it may seem,] have 
yet to see a whole block in this sprawling city. 
We bombed the center repeatedly, with awe- 
inspiring effect. Then the Russians came and 
circled the city. When the Germans continued 
to resist, they ‘blasted their way in and what 
was left of Berlin got the works. Mile upon 
mile, block after block, only the shells remain. 
Berlin is one huge graveyard. And still they 
find bodies. The city and the people are 
crippled.: Army reconaissance cars: patrol the 
city at night, there are frequent shootings. 
Berlin, and most German cities over 20,000 
population, are kaput . . . 

“As you know, like all Germany, Berlin is 
divided into four zones ;. U. S., British, Russian 
and French. A joint Allied Control Authority 
of twelve divisions (Transport, Economic, Fi- 
nance, Legal, etc.) directs the growing German 
administrative activities. Work of the Control 
Council and Twelve Directorates is coordi- 
nated by a committee of four, with representa- 
tives of each Allied power. 

“Under the Potsdam treaty, of course; all 
Germany was to be treated as one économic 
unit. Unhappily, there is quite a gap between 
announced policy and reality. Each of the four 
nations tries to run its own show, keep its 
cards close to the chest. Also, unhappily, we 
have no one trained and interested in occupy- 
ing Germany. Roughly it can be said that 
Russia, France and Britain know what they 






'REPORT FROM EUROPE 















want for Germany and Europe. We apparently 
want nothing, but because of our economic.and 
military power we occupy the key position. 
Everyone is looking at Uncle Sam, and he’s 
looking homeward, angel. 

“The whole basis of U. S. policy is to give 
Germany an eventual economy roughly “com- 
parable to those of surrounding nations.” In 
mid-1946 we hope to turn over almost all ad- 
ministration in our zone to selected Germans, 
let them de-Nazify themselves. Generally 
speaking, our policy as regards German recon- 
struction is that beyond basic necessities, we 
don’t give a damn. 

“Lack of clearly defined reparations terms 
is holding up German planning and rebuild- 
ing, as much as the virtual nonexistence of ma- 
terials and manpower. In Berlin the head of 
an 800 man Building and Housing Council 
threw up his hands when I asked him what 
plans were shaping. “We do not know what 
kind of a city Berlin will be allowed to be- 
come,” he said. “How can we plan?” Berlin’s 
present 3,500,000 population may shrink con- 
siderably when they learn the industries aren’t 
coming back. 

“I question seriously whether much of Ber- 
lin is worth rebuilding. Chief housing problem 
is to fix one room in each house so it may be 
heated. I was told that it would take years 
to clean away the rubble. They have no picks, 
shovels, trucks, railroads—nothing. 

“Clifford Strike, president of New York’s 
F. H. McGraw construction firm, is Chief of 
U. S. Building Materials and Construction. 
As such he is responsible for production and 
allocation of all construction, and of 31 classes 
of building materials, forestry and timber pro- 
duction. Having surveyed all production 
facilities and stockpiles, his outfit then pre- 
scribes what to do with them. Strike said we 
had captured many valuable German records, 
which the Nazis had conscientiously filed and 
hidden with characteristic neatness. We also 
have many of the top men in the Organizations 
Todt and Speer. These men loosen up and talk 
with fellow technicians, especially after months 
in prison. Strike believes it will take 20 years 
for the Germans to get back to livable stand- 


ards. After seeing Berlin, one can almost 
agree.” 


ITALY 


Nowhere are the threads of international poli- 
tics, national bankruptcy and reconstruction 
more hopelessly intertwined than in Italy. Yet 
despite the vicious black-market and a smould- 
ering internal political crisis,| nowhere are 
architects, planners and designers working 
more creatively. 

Although the British ail American Control 
Commission which really runs Italy has been 
relaxing controls more and more, Italy is far 
from self-governed. There are six major politi- 
cal parties and a score of minor ones in Italy 
today. The present Italian government repre- 
sents these six parties, but its members are 
purely appointive. Representatives of the six 
parties have long wanted to throw out all re- 
mains of the old monarchy. But the Allies 
(especially the British) have insisted that a 
national plebiscite is needed for such a deci- 
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sion. Today, over two years since Italy sur- 
rendered, that national election has not yet 
been held. 

Italy is becoming more and more a British 
show. Here, as elsewhere in Europe, we want 


pecially the strong leftist groups which formed 
the main anti-Axis partisan resistance, feel 
that Italy will never be regenerated until the 
British and Americans clear out and let the 
bubbling pot come to a boil. This group is op- 
posed by a melange spearheaded by old mon- 
archial and conseryative adherents, who fear 
revolution and bloodshed if the Allies do leave. 

Prior to the inyasion of Abyssinia, the Fas- 


cists did plenty of building in Italy; much of | 


it was grandiose, but some was progressive and 
not bad. Then, as the government began. to 
convert to a war economy, a system of 
“thought” control began which in 1938 had 
culminated ‘in a complete rejection of free 
expression. It was about this time that Il Duce 
returned from a seance with Adolf and an- 
nounced that modern architecture was “deca- 
dent, Jewish and democratic.” Accordingly 
the emphasis shifted to neo-classicism of a 
bastard type. Yet, try as they would to con- 


form, some of the boys really couldn’t shake 


off the clean pure lines of contemporary de- 
sign so easily. 

The ideological splits which keep Italians 
divided politically permeate the realm of 
architecture. The young group—liberal, demo- 
cratic and anti-fascist—ig fighting to set up 
the reconstruction program te serve the needs 
of the people. The other group, largely older 
men, want to stress monumental preservation, 
worry about keeping the picturesque character 
of the old towns. Even before the war there 
were only 33 million rooms for 45 million 
Italians. During the war, an estimated 7 mil- 
lion room units were destroyed. The young 
group maintains that the important task now 
is to house these shelterless millions now, 
worry about cultural patterns later. 

Finally, facing all these problems and 
drastic shortages of food, clothing and build- 
ing materials, the Italians: also skirt bank- 
ruptcy. Although the lira is officially worth 


one cent, black market prices are about 400. 


lira to the dollar. (The lira has just been de- 
valued, now officially stands at 225 for one 
dollar). During the past fiscal year expenses 
were an estimated 125 billion lira, against 25 
billion in income. More goods are badly 
needed. Shoes were selling for 8,000 lira, coats 
10,000 lira; cigarettes, 250 lira per pack! One 


building brick cost 15 to 25 lira . . . a roof tile, 
25 lira. A simple storage shed will cost about 
6 million lira, I was told. 


The inflated price of materials, rent control 


’ based on outmoded 1939 levels and fear that 


the government may requisition all buildings 
for housing keeps private building at a stand- 
still. The Italian Ministry of Public Works, in 
consultation with Allied- Commission and 
Italian regional engineers, is responsible for 
government building. Repair work on dam- 
aged. buildings is done by the owners, aided 
by partial government financial aid. The U. S. 


- Town planning, long an Italian strongpoint, 








Army is not planning to rebuild Italy or any 
part of Europe. ; 

Demand for U. S. building equipment, t 
rials and ideas is here, but the dollars ‘sn : 
not. ALU. S. purchases in Taly ar c 








































dustrial, transportation, power and communi- 
cation systems first priority. It is expected 
that U. S..imports of Italian goods will be 
possible through normal channels very soon. 


























has been slowed down because plans needed 
approval of four Ministries. Action is now — 
being taken to place this key activity under | 
the guidance of a joint Commission which will 
revise the national town-planning laws in ac- | 
cordance with emergency peacetime needs. 
Everywhere, evidences of a new Italian 
renaissance in design, architectural education 
and publishing are heartening reassurance that © 
Italian artistry may soon resume its one-time 
leadership. The spirit of the leaders of these 
movements is unmistakable and contagious. 
Divorced from the pre-war concept of subjec- 
tive political control, the new temper of Italian 
creativeness is refreshingly free from _inhibi- 
tion, yet shuns the dadaistic confusion which 
has typified such rebellion elsewhere. From ~ 
us, they need technical knowledge, money, 
materials and understanding. Luckily we are 
beginning to see that in terms of the world to- 
day, such an exchange is not purely altruistic. 


SWITZERLAND 

Not the least of this hardy country’s contribu- 
tion to reconstruction in Europe is its oasis-like 
quality, soothing and reassuring to the minds 
of those who have seen nothing but destruction 
for so long. Here architects and building 
technicians from many countries find their way 
for a few days, to share plans, restore the shat- 
tered communication of ideas. Aside from this, 
the Swiss are actively engaged in setting up 
a clearing house for all European, reconstruc- 
tion activities, 

Building in Switzerland is also beset with 
serious materials problems. Although the 
Swiss economy is one of the soundest in the 
world, shortages of coal, steel, cement and 
other basic components have driven prices up- 
ward. However, with characteristic vigor the 
Swiss carried on various competitions during 
the war, including an ambitious renovating of 
many resorts on an integrated national plan. 

ENGLAND 
In January Britons in every hamlet, town, and 
city received a government questionnaire. It 
asked for information on the number of rooms, 
present dwellers, maximum number which 
might be accommodated, and rental terms. 
The prelude to peacetime billeting, it asked 
that houses be shared with homeless, adding 
that compulsion would be applied if necessary. 

That the Labour government (well aware that 
its major measure of success may depend on 
its solution to housing needs) should resort to . 
such steps is ample proof of the gravity of 
England’s problem. -Although 144 million 

(Continued on page 154) 
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ation ; One of Chicago’s younger architects, Bertrand Goldberg has de- 
that signed and prefabricated some of the city’s most attractive, least 
ime , ; us expensive custom-built houses (Forum, Jan. °40, p. 66). He has also 
these photogs HedrichBlesome given Chicago some of its larger, tailor-made houses, five of which 
eee " % are presented on the following pages along with a service station 
bieo @ . which he built from the top down. 
—_ é A 33-year-old Chicago native, Bertrand Goldberg was educated 
hibi- - at Harvard, Bauhaus-Berlin and Armour Institute of Technology, 
hich @ ‘ was further tutored by Frank Syberen Nydam in engineering and 
2 by Architect George Fred Keck, in whose office he served as an 
mney, apprentice. Through study and personal association, he became an 
are. - ardent disciple of Mies van der Rohe, one of Eurdpe’s earliest 
dt. 2 modern architects, now with Illinois Institute of Technology. 
a . Goldberg’s architectural philosophy is straight Mies: the creation 

: of a workable house is easy; the question is, how to make it beauti- 
ibu. ful. This, says Goldberg, is an “inspiring but dangerous philosophy 
like @ , in a country which has a secondhand building tradition and few 
indg = \ building craftsmen.” He sees all modern architects pursuing this 
tion  @ ideal by striving to create beautiful living space, to found a new 
ding 9 ; : craftsmanship through an understafiding use of materials and to 
way ; divert public preference from 20th century suburban colonial to 
hat- something more genuine. “Alas,” bemoans Goldberg, “we architects 


this y have in only a few instances succeeded in creating beautiful houses 
i —either because of limited budgets or late-arriving decorators who 


ting look around bewilderedly for wall space.” He also admits that 
: ; architects like himself have not endeared themselves to the individ- 
vith : ual craftsman nor created houses for the commercial ‘market. 
the & Nevertheless, he holds that their ideas are real and right—“The 

the q paperwork is beautiful; successful execution is not far away.” 
and To hasten the success, Architect Goldberg offers three precepts 
up- . for the profession: “First, we must be more honest and recognize 
the : the limits imposed by client, craftsmen and budget. Second, we must 
ing - create the kind of houses that industry can make possible for a 
: of number of people. Third, we must assume that active work of com- 
. ; : munity leadership; no longer,can we shoulder the responsibility for 
creating the physical characteristics of life around us and allow the 

% lawyers alone to determine the qualities of that life.” ’ 
and { Such are the Goldberg theories. Their application is seen ip the 
It design, construction and materials of his houses and in the way he 
55%, E handles his clients: “Our office does'a clean job of explaining to 
ich : : clients that we do not built colonial houses. We never say that we 
_ ; build ‘modern’ houses. We let the plan of the house evolve naturally. 
ced ao That seems a much better way of pleasing the client than hitting 
ing him over the head with the fact that he will have a ‘modern’ house— 
ry. Fi a word which is capable of many interpretations. We start in by 
hat ‘ doing a plan. We-never show a client an elevation for at least two 
on - ; months. We have one nice stock phrase that we use on people who 
to. come to us with a bunch of clippings and say, ‘We want a fireplace 
of : : that Jooks like this, a doorway like this, a plan like this, etc.’ We 
pw ; just say, ‘You are wasting your money; you just need a good car- 


penter.’ Some of them stay interested; some lose interest.” 
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CONCRETE HALL-STAIRCASE CONTRASTS WITH GLASS AND PL 


NATURAL BEAUTIES OF CONSERVATORY AND YARD ARE PART OF DINING § 


Abrahms house features flexible living-dining area, large conservatory. 


The influence of Mies van der Rohe, in whose footsteps Architect Goldberg follows, is clearly 
reflected in this design. Subdivision of the space is controlled by the location of supporting steel 
columns, only one of which (in the dining room) is in the open. One advantage claimed of this 
van der Rohe-Goldberg building pattern is increased flexibility of space arrangement. Thus, in this 
house the large 26 ft. by 35 ft: rectangle containing the living, dining and hall areas is permanently 
obstructed only by the concrete staircase; the lightweight glass and plywood partitions defining 
the individual areas can be easily shifted should the owner desire to rearrange the living space. 

The client’s large collection of orchids dictated the provision of a large conservatory. Orienta- 
tion of the 50 ft. by 140 ft. lot dictated that it be placed at the south front of the house where it 
became the principal feature of the facade. The dirt room next to the carport serves the conserva- 
tory and acts as a vestibule for the kitchen. 

Built in 1936 in Glencoe, a North Shore suburb of iGuide, the house contains about 30,000 


cu. ft. It was financed with an FHA-insured $12,000 mortgage, which covered the entire construc- 
tion cost. 


4 


108 The Architectural FORUM March 1946 


GONSTRUCTION OUTLINE: Foundation—4 in. of 
cinders, 4 in, hollow tile laid 1 in. apart, concrete, 
asphait-coated paper, Bird & Son. 2 in. of con- 
crete. Seppe abaya post and beam. Insulation 
A, Reynolds Metals Co. 
Cotting finish—% in. Celotex, Celotex Corp. 
Floors—red oak. Sheet metal—copper. Sash— 
Truscon Steel Co. Glass—Pittsburgh Plate Glass 
Co. Wall finish—plywood. U. S. Plywood Corp. 
Bathroom equipment—Crane Co. Heating equip- 
ment—hot water, American Radiator & Standard 
Sanitary. Corp. 
DOVENMUHL, INC., Mortgagee 




















HALL, DINING SPACE AND CONSERVATORY PRESENT ATTRACTIVE VIEW FROM FIREPLACE CORNER. NOTE STRUCTURAL POST AT DINING TASLE 





STREET FACADE 1S DOMINATED BY CONSERVATORY WHICH APPEARS MORE AS AN AFTERTHOUGHT THAN AN INTEGRATED DESIGN ELEMENT 








“LIVING NG AREA 18 DECORATED BY MATERIALS IN THEIR NATURAL STATE 


KIT, DIN;SIT 
LJ iees-6" 


SCALE: 1/16”=1'-0” 










NET OPS OREN TV? 


HEN 18 SCREENED BY ADDED BOOKCASE 


‘PORCHES IN CORNERS 


Wernicke house combines living, dining and kitchen areas in one big room. 


The plan of this small house is well adapted to the unusually composed “faniily” which occupies 
; it. The client was a school teacher who lives with another teacher and her adopted small boy. An 
, openly planned living-dining wing, only partially divided by a form of storage-wall, makes for easy 
maintenance and communication between areas. However, the plan apparently proved to be too 
open, for the owner has added a large bookcase in an effort to isolate the laundry-kitchen. A 
large, conveniently located shop provides work and play space for women and boy alike, and 
accommodates the heating plant. z 
Following van der Rohe’s precepts to the letter, Architect Goldberg here, as in most of his 
houses, lets materials speak for themselves in interior decoration. Walls are unadulterated brick, 
plywood and glass; ceilings are fiber-board tile; floors are red oak on asphalt paper, sleepérs‘and 
a 4 in. concrete mat. The structure, too, is undisguised—steel posts appear in the dining area, 
beside the fireplace and in the larger bedroom. A white gravel roof attracts attention as one 
approaches the small wooded hollow along the access road. 


Built before the war, the house cost $7,000, was financed with an FHA-insured mortgage. 
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CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE: Foundation—4 in. of 
cinders, 4 in. hollow tile laid 1 in. apart, concrete, 
asphalt-coated paper, Bird & Son. 2 in. of con- 
crete. Framing—Steel post and beam. Insulation 
—Reynolds Metallation A, Reynolds Metals Co. 
Floors—red oak. Ceiling finish—% in. Celotex— 
Celotex Corp. Sheet metal—copper. Sash— 
Hope’s Windows, Inc. Glass—Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass Co. Wall finish—plywood, U.S. Plywood 
Corp. Bathroom wall finish—Masonite—Masonite 
Corp. Bathroom equipment—Crane Co. Heating 
equipment—Hot water, American Radiator & 
Standard Sanitary Corp. 


FRED LINDHOLM, General Contractor 
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‘DINING, LIVING, PLAY AREAS FLOW TOGETHER ROOF TIES RUN THROUGH FIREPLACE AND ‘SHEETM 
st : fore et See 
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DINING 


GARAGE 
420x19°6" 


SCALE: 1/16"=1'-0” 


GLAZED WALL OF DINING AREA OPENS FACAD' 


‘Ancell house is an interesting solution to problems posed by a small lot. 


Built on a narrow 55 ft. by 125 ft. lot, this house takes full advantage of the front and rear yards, 
has a minimum of openings on the meager side yards. A completely glazed wall opens the dining 
area to the front; while the glass wall of the living space may be folded back to capitalize on the 
terrace and rear yard. Small vertical openings on the side of the dining room provide additional 
light rather than view. Carried here to the extreme, the architect’s phobia for open planning 
causes five areas (kitchen, dining, living, reception and recreation) to flow together in one 
uninterrupted space; their location in small wings provides some distinction between them. 

Focal point of the plan is the circular fireplace and its sheetmetal hood which was tarnished 
to an iridescent finish with sulphuric acid. It requires only a small, economical chimney. The 
study doubles as a guest room or a studio, was provided with a sink for the client’s artist-wife. 
_ The metal roof is supported by site-fabricated trusses comprised of 2-by 4’s, %4 in. plywood, 
glue and aluminum ties. The ties are exposed below the fiberboard ceiling, further illustrating 

, the architect’s insistence upon a frank expression of structure and materials. Unlike the preceding 
. houses, this one was erected on bearing walls. It cost $9,350 in 1940. 


. 
CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE: Foundation—4 fn. of 
cinders, 4 in. hollow tile laid 1 in. apart, concrete, 
asphalt-coated paper, Bird & Son. 2 in. of con- 
crete. Framing—brick and frame bearing walls. 
insulation—Reynolds Metallation A, Reynolds 
Metals Co. Floor finish—select red oak. Roof 
—site fabricated wood trusses with aluminum 
ties. Ceiling finish—% in. Celotex, Celotex Corp. 
Sheet metal—copper. Sash—Gilass—Pittsburgh 
Plate Glass Co. Wall finish—plywood, U. &. Ply- 
wood Corp. Bathroom equipment—Crane Co. 


E Heating equipment—Hot water—American Ra- 


diator & Standard Sanitary Corp. 
DOVENMUHL, INC., Mortgagee 
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~ MASTER BEDROOM 48 COMBINED WITH SECOND FLOOR LIVING ROOM 


be be: 


RECEPTION 


14? 5 13#9* 


LIVING AND RECREATION AREAS ARE DEFINED BY BOOKCASES 


BED RM- 
16* 4% 10°0" 


SECOND FLOOR 





CARPORT 


Heimbach house includes doctor’s office and generous living space. 


Designed. for a physician, his wife and son, this house provides space for the varied activities of 
each. The living and recreation areas, which may be separated by a draw curtain, face south and 
east, respectively, on the two streets which form the corner lot, are shielded from the office wing 
and carport by. blank brick walls. Additional living space is provided in the over-size dining 
room and, upstairs, in the combination living-bedroom which opens on a large screened deck. A 
small workshop is near the carport. 

Subject to question is the unnecessarily long trek from kitchen to dining room and the pro- 
vision of merely minimum closets on the second floor. (The latter shortcoming is offset somewhat 
by the first floor storage rooms beside the stairs and adjacent to the carport entry). Also question- 
able is the ponderous brick tower which houses the boiler and the playroom fireplace; it gives the 
street facade an unfortunate theatrical appearance that is vaguely industrial. A hollow fake, the 


tower is certainly not in keeping with the architect’s usual and commendable insistence upon the 
frank expression of function. ‘ 
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CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE: Foundation—4 in. of 
cinders, 4 in. hollow tile laid 1 in. apart, concrete, — 
asphait-coated paper, Bird & Son. 2 in. of con- © 


crete. Framing—steel post and beam. Insulation 
—Reynolds Metallation A, Reynolds Metals Co. 


Floor finish—tinoleum, red oak. Ceiling finish— 


% in. Celotex, Celotex Corp. Sheét Metal— 


copper. Sash—Hope Windows, Inc. Glass—Pitts- 
burgh Plate Glass Co. Wall finish—plywood, | 


U.S. Plywood Corp. Bathroom equipment— 
Crane Co. . Heating equipment—Hot water— 


American Radiator & Standard Sanitary Corp. ; 


X-ray equipment—General Electric Co. 


BLUE ISLAND SAVINGS & LOAN, M’t'gee ‘| 
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1Q 18 SEGREGATED FROM LIVING QUAR AND FRONT YARD BY BRICK WALL, FACES STREET AND LARGE 


PLAYROOM FEATURES ELEVATED FIREPLACE 
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DINING ROOM CONTAINS OPEN STAIRCASE 


BULKY CORNER CHIMNEY IS NEITHER FUNCTIONAL NOR VERY. DECORATIVE 
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BED RAM. 


GARAGE 
20-0230 


SCALE: 1/16”=1'-0” 
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CURVED SOUTH FACADE IS NICELY DETAILED AND BARE OF FALSE ORNAMENTAL DE 
13-0" 12-3" - 


Jacobs house is comprised of nine rooms in an unusual arrangement. 


A long, narrow lot, stretching across a block from street to street, required that this house also be 
long and narrow. The lot measures 223 ft. by 70 ft.; the house is about 120 ft. long, 50 ft. wide. 
Open planning demonstrated in the preceding houses has here given away to the desire of the client 
(an advertising and promotional expert) for something unusual. Different, and at the same 
time purposeful, is the semicircular library-living room whose curves focus the attention of occu- 
pants upon the firepl An extraordinary creation, the fireplace has a tempered glass flue which 
permits sparks to be seen through a copper grille depicting a phoenix. The nearby master bedroom 
is served by a dressing room containing two long batteries of closets and a stall shower. The other 
bathroom fixtures are convenient to the living room, which is equipped with two closet beds for 
guests. Children’s bedrooms are arranged in tandem, separated from the living space by a 
recreation room. 

The outside wall of the kitchen is glass block from floor to ceiling, admitting daylight through 
the cupboards. Containing about 50,000 cu. ft., the house was completed just before the war at a 
cost of about 60 cents per cubic foot and financed with a $25,000 uninsured mortgage. 
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CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE: Foundation—4 in. of 
cinders, 4 in. hollow tile laid 1 in. apart, concrete, 
asphalt-coated paper, Bird & Son. 2 in. of con- 
crete. Framing—masonry bearing walis. in- 

i Reynold: jon A, Reynolds Met- 
als Co. Floor’ finish—red oak. Ceiljng finish— 
% in, Celotex, Celotex Corp. Sheet metal—cop- 


per. Sash—Truscon Steel Co. Glass—Pittsburgh 
Plate Glass Co. Wall finish—plywood, U. S. 


Plywood Corp. Bathroom equipment—Crane Co. 
Heating equipment—Hot water, American Ra-° 
diator & Standard Sanitary Corp. 
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iS UNUSUAL DEPTH OF THE HOUSE BEHIND IT 


LIVING ROOM CURVE IS FINISHED IN PLYWOOD 


MASTER BEDROOM OPENS ON SOUTH 


TERRACE 





Service station is hung from masts to minimize 


foundations and costs. 


The problem was to build a service station on. 14 ft. of fill which would not support a large 
foundation. Costs were held to $10,000 by hangjng the rough construction by cables from a 
pair of steel masts. Foundations were thus reduced to two footings and a platform for the 
heating plant. Commercial appeal was created by adding transparent walls which expose 
all mechanical functions of thé station to the always curious public, and by doing an industrial 
design job on the interior of the two washing-greasing rooms. Proof of this design appeal is 
the fact that within two weeks after the station’s opening gasoline sales had exceeded the 
volume at which the station owner had agreed to pay the land owner a “royalty” per gallon 
in-addition to his rental. Comments Architect Goldberg on his client’s quick success: “It 
has shown that even Standard Oil could underestimate ... . what a new building like this 
could do for one of its gasoline dealers.” 


The name of Catherine Bauer is syno 
with public housing in America. This Bi 
tweedy woman, with the masculine stridé 
grin and astounding knowledge of fac 
figures, started her career when housif 
merely a word imported from Europey 
through the crucial days of the Wagme 
gall bill, first important housing leg 
passed by Congress; and has had an’ 
tial finger in the housing pie ever 
book, Modern Housing*, is to her fi 
Blackstone’s is to law. Her work witht 
Edelman, brain truster for the Phila 
hosiery workers’ union, set a p 
labor support for housing. Her reseat 
Clarence Stein and the late Henry Wii 
Radburn and Hillside Houses—early o@ 
ity projects—established new techn 
the planning of community centers. | 
But when enthusiastic youngsters 
Bauer how to get into honsing, eh 
slight unease. Actually, she became a 
quite by accident. And her career Wi 
straight line shooting toward a 
but a series of zigzags. Casey, as her! 
call her, always hopped from one jo 
other according to impulse and 
disregard for the next meal. : 
Coleman Woodbury, Assistant 
tor of the National Housing Authorsy, 
co-worker with Catherine on the “W 
Steagall bill, reminisces about her cares 
“Tt’s strange how much influence shey 
on public housing when she’s never & 
important federal job for any perm 
hasn’t done as much writing as other | : 
But everything she does write is solid, # 
rate stuff. And she has an uncanny abil 
say exactly what she thinks to anyone 
insulting him.” 
Catherine’s childhood and training @ 
few clues to her success as a hoy 


in a comfortable, clapboard house in] 
beth, N.J., of well-to-do parents. Her fatt 
Jacob Louis Bauer, was State High 
gineer responsible for the Pulaski Sky: 
some of the earliest clover-leaf inter 
Only full-time politician in her quiet, st 
family tree is a Republican grand 

must occasionally twitch in his 
Casey's leftish doings. In sheltered 


to whom she was engaged for a. 
Her sister, Betty Mock, who 
Frank Lloyd Wright's Taliesin with’ 
architect and is now Curator of Archit 
at Manhattan’s Museum of Modern 


* Edith Elmer Wood, author of Hi 

Unskilled Wage Earner and ackno’ 
in the American housing movement, laid 

pesiices ing ; 





. handsome blonde with brunette 


fe Casey in her disregard for convention 
convenience. Younger brother, Jacob 
is, Jr., now a. mechanical engineer for 
idard ‘Oil, is the only conservative off- 
ig of his conservative parents. 
ine’s marriage to West Coast architect 
iam Wilson Wurster, although an impor- 
ent, was too recent to be a factor in 
. She did not succumb to the lure 
if ony until 1940 when she was 35 and 
ad & distinguished record behind her. In 
( , famous for her boyish bob, low- 
sd shoes and direct man-to-man speech, 
ad dlways maintained that she would never 
. Like other. twists in her career, she 
“ b the whole thing down as an accident. 
; tht to the University of California as 
wenberg Lecturer after her years of Wash- 
ee othrine. she was coralled into a round 
4 r parties. At each affair her hostess 
nT  patale: “My dear! I have the most 
inating man for your dinner’ partner— 
e is William Wilson Wurster.” This 
don for some time until Catherine, 
ps in desperation, left town to visit the 
Basin project in the state of Wash- 
m. The phone rang in her Seattle hotel 
and it was William Wilson Wurster. 
He asked for his first date in these historic 
ds: “Why don’t I come to Seattle and 
rive you down to San Francisco—and why 
ont we get married while we're up there?” 
Their two-day honeymoon was climaxed by a 
peaking date for Catherine in Portland which 
p felt unable to break. 


OUSING VERSUS HOUSEWORK 


jage to Bill Wurster, however, has 
aught Catherine that he is no lap-dog hus- 
d, pet of a determined career woman. He 

t the die in Portland by going to a good 
ie instead of his wife’s lecture. This same 
ititude has become a family policy and the 
of the Wurster clan are kept distinct 

ind separate. Furthermore, a firm hand is 
ible in the fact that Catherine, who never 
d before, is now turning out dinners for 


il ANNEAL the deneteid teeth Vac trdante 


racked and exhausted as she never was after 
i tough fight with a congressman, she feels 
hat she has the makings of a cook. 


Such a sentiment might shock her single- © 


minded young disciples. Even more disturb- 
ag is the fact that, at the age of 40, she set 
that approaches an all-time record by pro- 
ucing her first child, Sadie Louise. Sadie’s 
avent was a matter of national importance 
in housing circles and was awaited breath- 
by her parents’ many admirers. Now 
ix months old, this squirming infant is the 
mcerned cause of a routine of bottles and 
diapers not usually scsoctated with housing 
theorists. 


economic ideas” 


Marriage, Sadie, and the necessity‘ of living 
near Boston’s M.LT. where. Wurster was re- 
cently made Dean of Architecture and Plan- 
ning, have failed to slow Catherine’s pace 
appreciably. She manages to keep both her 
Although out of active lobbying in Washing- 
ton, she has-been running a long-distance 
campaign on the new Wagner-Ellender-Taft 
bill for The National Public Housing Confer- 
ence, of which she is. Vice President. As in 
the old days, she ig involved with writing per- 
suasive. pamphlets and holding hands with 
disagreeing housers to keep them from cutting 
each others’ throats. She helped reorganize 
the National Public Housing Conference for 
the current fray, gives: numerous speeches be- 


. fore local groups and has recently started to 


teach a seminar on -housing at Harvard Uni- 
versity. (Not, please note, at husband 
Wurster’s nearby M.LT.) 


Here she -will expound her pet theory: that 


: housing 4s.an-adyanced form of mixed enter- 


prisé, ‘and : ‘that the attack on publi¢ housing 
by ptivate enterprise is.a phony war, con- 
cerned not with the touted issue of govern- 


» ment, aid, but with the question of where that 


‘aid ; will go—to private investors or public 


agencies. Like Charles Abrams, long-time ° 


housing plugger and long-time admirer of 
Catherine’s, she explains Urban Redevelop- 
ment as a plan to guarantee landlords’ profits 
and a means of killing off the broader public 


housing approach. Casey is not really wor- 


ried about the fate of public housing, how- 
ever, because of the grass roots support it 
has achieved since its inception. Indeed, she 
feels that public housers underestimate their 
own. strength and still suffer from a martyr 
complex acquired in the early days when they 
were termed stargazers and were referred to 
by the real estate crowd as “bella donna 
boys”—“because their eyes get so big and 
round when they talk about housing.” 

As a matter of fact, Catherine harbors a 
certain nostalgia for the time when the fight 
was first beginning. Then, fired with zeal, 
everything appeared to her in startling black 
and white. Now, she knows so much more 
that her spectrum has changed to shades of 
gray, complicated by an angle here and a 
question-mark there. She is sure that her most 
authoritative article was the first one she ever 
wrote, a serious dissertation on Social Demo- 
cratic housing in Frankfurt, Germany. for 
Fortune magazine, cooked up with a maximum 
of brass and a minimum of background. 

This article marked both the end and the 
beginning for Catherine. It was the end of 
her career as an esthete, interested only in 
the purest of intellectual and artistic pur- 
suits; the beginning of her social conscience 
and her subsequent work as a hard- boiled 
practical houser. 


Immediately after college she had joined 


‘the stream of arty, intellectual, 


bohemians, 
christened by F. Scott Fitzgerald “the lost 
generation”, who. were flooding Paris in the 
twenties. With her hair slicked back and with- 
out stockings (a daring trick in those days), 
she drifted around the left bank, discussing 
Art and Life with. diligently sophisticated 
painters, dancers and writers, living on $50 a 
month supplied by her parents and avoiding 
all contact. with “bourgeois Americains”. 


During this year she lived in a crack of a 
rooni on the Impasse des Deux Anges, supple- 
mented by frequent visits to the public baths 
since her own quarters boasted no such lux- 
ury. This was the first of a long line of sub- 
standard nooks and crannies which would 
never have measured up to the USHA mini- 
mum. Casey, an agitator towards better housing 
for the masses, is the world’s worst adyertise- 
ment for the light, air and open space she 
champions. 


BACK TO THE SALT MINES 


After the Paris junket, which established 
Catherine's opinion of herself as_an é¢thetic 





‘photographs of German model housing. In- 
stead, the editor told her to write an article 
explaining them and submit it to an essay 
contest, “Art in Industry”, sponsored by Ed- 
gar Kaufmann of the Kaufmann Department 
Store in Pittsburgh. To her great surprise 
she won the contest and found herself over- 
night published in Fortune and a housing ex- 
pert. The whole experience had a somewhat 
macabre quality described by Catherine as, 
“A business man giving a thousand dollars to 
an expert he'd never heard of for an article 
nobody was interested in, in a magazine no- 
body ever read.” She still cherishes a photo- 
graph of the presentation which took place 
(to her horror as a modernist) in Kaufmann’s 
private office—a mediaeval monk’s cell im- 
ported from Europe.* Her mother’s only com- 
ment upon seeing the picture was “Catherine! 
You should have bought a new hat!” 

After their initial introduction to housi 
via Bauer, Fortune became enamoured of the 
subject. and asked Lewis Mumford to do a 
series of articles—a circular move, since 
Mumford immediately called in Bauer as re- 
searcher and finagled another trip to Europe 
for her on Fortune’s expense account. With 
a reputation to uphold, she did a serious and 
systematic study. Mumford, however, was un- 





able to turn it into a satisfactory series. Three 


articles were published as pl 
remainder cancelled. 


d and the 





ACCIDENTAL AUTHOR 


This was the second id that speeded 
Catherine on her way. Left holding a bagful 
of housing research minus a market, she fol- 
lowed Mumford’s cogent advice to use it as 
the basis for a book. Thus, Modern Housing, 
first comprehensive analysis of European hous- 
ing in comparison with similar movements in 
America, was the result of a magazine editor’s 
change of mind. Paradoxically, too, it was 
written under conditions that would have 
frightened a hardened slum dweller. During 
the two years she struggled with the manu- 
script, construction was underway on Rocke- 
feller Center. To save money, she fled: from 
one condemned brownstone flat to another, 
just a jump ahead of the demolition crews. 
Such activity, no doubt, added the necessary 
spice to an otherwise quiet existence, for 
Casey was living an introverted, scholarly 
life: seeing few people, writing usually from 
10:00 at night until 3:00 in the morning and 
spending her days in research at the New 
York Public Library. On one of these count- 
less_research trips, ploughing along 5th Ave. 
haphazardly clad in a shabby sweater and 
skirt, saddle shoes and no hat, she suddenly 
began to feel conspicuous. Glancing sharply 
about her at the crowd of flower-bedecked 





females and derbied males, realization broke 


—it was high noon of an Easter Sunday. 
From her present tight routine of babies hot- 
tles, six o’clock rising and university classes, 
she looks back on this untramelled period as 
pure luxury. 


*Mr. Kaufmann subsequently hired Frank 
Lloyd Wright as architect for his famous Bear 
Run house. 
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Catherine was on the verge of taking a 
fancy planning job in 1934 when Mumford 
introduced her to Oscar Stonorov and he in 
turn to John Edelman. As research director 
of the American Federation of Hosiery Work- 
ers in Philadelphia, Edelman was in the midst 
of starting the union’s Carl Mackley Houses, 
first project to be put up under PWA’s initial 
limited dividend program. Stonorov and Al- 
fred Kastner were architects for the project 
and together with Edelman, James McDevitt 
of the Building Trades and other ardent union 
enthusiasts, they formed the nucleus of the 
first practical housing group in Philadelphia. 
Their Mackley homes became a cause celébre. 
When a die-hard mayor tried to scotch the 
project, Edelman marched his hosiery workers 
to the City Hall in a classic demonstration 
which brought them victory over the mayor’s 
veto. Unions all over the country wrote in to 
find out how the impossible had been accom- 
plished and it was these queries that Catherine 
was hired to answer. 


OUT OF THE FRYING PAN 


This was the third important shift in her 
career, jerking her, as it did, out of abstract 
theory into practical work. Her first day on 
the job, however, was a gruelling one for a 
sheltered lady intellectual. Sprouting instruc- 
tions, she was hustled off to Camden to push 
the shipyard workers’ project there. Perhaps 
it was her smile, but the workers took to her 
and she .was started on a down-to-earth, 16- 
hour a day routine which eventually included 
forming the Lahor Housing Conference, an 
organization to arouse labor’s interest in hous- 
ing; speaking at union meetings in Chicago, 
Detroit, Cleveland, Minneapolis and every 
other major city throughout the middle west; 
and finally becoming official A F of L lobby- 
ist for housing legislation in Washington. 

Her headquarters in Philadelphia were 
nothing but a cubbyhole off Stonorov’s none- 
too-spacious office and the Labor Housing 
Conference’s physical entity was merely a 
letterhead, two filing cases and a statement 
of policy. Catherine’s pay was equally nebu- 
lous, never exceeding $15 a week and mainly 
scraped up out of Stonorov-and Kastner’s un- 
certain architectural fees. However, the in- 
creasing collaboration of the A F of L in 
Washington through Mike McDonough of the 
Building Trades Department and economist 
Boris Shishkin, gave the organization some 
official standing. 

Fhis was the dry tinderland of the depres- 
sion and the first stirrings of the housing move- 
ment, like prairie fires, were popping up all 
over the country. Housing was backed in those 
days, as it still is to some extent, by two con- 
tradictory sets of people: benevolent capital- 
ists who furnished the cash and zealous union 
men who did most. of the work, Charney 
Vladeck, braintruster for the. International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union and majority 
leader in Mayor La Guardia’s first City Coun- 
cil, headed a committee in New York and 
made housing a hot political issue. Nathan 
Straus, subsequent USHA administrator and 
member of the famous family which owns 


R. H. Macy, oe 1 


and Catherine’s speech at the union ha 
inspired the Chicago taiet = a 
handsome blonde with brunette ec 
ideas.” Ms 
During this period, the National Asso 
of Housing Officials, a Rockefeller spo 
foundation, headed by Cleveland’s” 
Bohn (he and Langdon Post es 
were the first bona fide housing p 
the country) held its famous three-day ¢ 
ence in Baltimore. It was the climax of; 
visiting tour for Sir Raymond Unwin, 1 
houser,,and produced a resolution th 
“the beginning of the first effort to invel 
the total scope of housing needs thro 
the country.” Bauer, Edelman and § 
were delegates and- were regarded as | 
trics because they kept plugging awa} 
need of labor support. 

Meanwhile, the PWA subsidized . 
program, started in 1933 to prime th 
omic pump, was running into trouble: D 
of its centralized control under Harold 
in the Department of the Interior. 
ing authorities had been establishe 
on the job, but Honest Harold, with 
dyed suspicion of any and all o ; 
himself, refused to give them anythin 
The program sank into confusion and 
but one issue became clear: the need | 
centralized administration of housing, — 


BIRTH OF A BILL 


One Sunday morning at Edelman 
when Catherine and Stonorov were tht 
question came up of a permanent 
housing authority to replace Ickes’ 
pump-primer. They decided it 
take advantage of the eset: 
support they had aroused for ho’ 
marked Edelman casually: “I kn 
in Washington who would introduce 
bill for us—the congressman from P 
Henry Ellenbogen.” They started to 
bill that Sunday and the following 4 
down to Washington and sat.in 
office until 12 o’clock at night exp! 


_ Project to him. He agreed almost i mmed 
* and an outline of the first draft of the fi 


housing bill got underway. From then ¢ 
lives were more hectic than ever. Aber § : 
work in Philadelphia, the three e i 
would climb into Stonorov’s car, tr ave 
night, sleep four or five hours in a trail ar 
and arrive in Washington just in time | 
nine o’clock appointment. 

In spite of the fervor of its spor 
first Ellenbogen bill died quietly in the 
Main obstacle to its passage was a short! 

1 bill sp d by Senator I 
Wagner which also died a-borning. T 
back marked a real turning point in 
ine’s career. Formerly, although her int 
had focussed strongly on housing, , 
bored a slight hangover from her days 
dilettante. Now she settled down for a 
hard legislative battle, a fight which. pr 
crucial in the history’ of American Buil 








sdk s since left hardly any segment of the 
try untouched. 
b mone Vens'e tankle Kpaseilik, secre: 
» Senator Wagner, with a view to uniting 
‘forces. “Pontificial Keyserling”, as he 
ed's tee Bak knoe eetig dhie: 


ee 
Le 


at that time, but, happily, was open 
5 suggestion. For two weeks, Edelman and 
auer pumped housing into him. At the end 
perhaps in self-defense—he recommended 
heim to Wagner and a new bill was underway. 
second attempt, the Wagner-Ellen- 

bill, was a lustier infant but nevertheless 

lid not survive the strain of its first hearings. 
in the fall of 1936, the little coalition of hous- 
 supporters—now expanded to include 
Wa en Vinton, head of the Resettlement 
Kdministration’s research bureau, Coleman 
Y foodbury, director of the National Associa- 
of Housing Officials and several others— 

‘d once again to draw up another bill. 
he new legislation, drastic reduction of for- 

er drafts, took shape in heated early morning 

ons at Vinton’s apartment overlooking 
ecticut Avenue. As finally drawn up, its 
fain features were a three-man federal hous- 

g authority which would work through local 
fanches, and annual subsidies for low-cost 

ing projects, designed to meet the differ- 
ace between necessary maintenance income 

d the rents which tenants could afford to 

y. These subsidies were to be appropriated 

er a period of sixty years and one billion 

liars was earmarked for the following four 
s to get things started. 

This time meaning business, the housing 
ew—amateurs by comparison with old-time 
perators on the Hill, suffering as always from 

severe monetary deficiency, but fired with 
ighteous zeal—got their campaign underway. 
first move was an essential but hard-boiled 
ttion. Although Ellenbogen had been in on 


allie 
i. 


he legislation from the beginning he had little" 


fluence on the House. He was dropped and 
epresentative Steagall, a southern reaction- 
ry, but a power among his colleagues, was 
ade co-sponsor of the bill ‘with Wagner. 
Viewing it with disfavor, he nevertheless took 
s from the White House and grudgingly 
the bill a minimum of support. 

As the campaign grew hotter, Catherine’s 
D grew more hectic. She had moved the 
bor Housing Conference to Washington and 
from two tiny rooms in the Hay-Adams 
House, she and nasiesent Dorothy Schoell 
fed out propag phlets, coralled 
Bpporters and passed the hat. A familiar 
ht in those days was Casey, striding along 
mith her ever-present brief case under her arm 
ad a gleam in her eye which boded no good 

b lethargic congressmen. 
(Casey soundly demonstrated her ability to 
larm lukewarm supporters into action when 
ie rounded up a skeptical group of building 
ides boys, who, after an hour or so, found 
nselves passing an enthusiastic resolution 
Mtavor of the bill, She ran into Louis Stark 
th New York Times as she was leaving the 
Reeting and, with justifiable pride, confided 
success to him. Stark was_so fascinated 
mth the idea of adady intellectual putting one 

(Continued on page 141) 








Whee de. you wodeldioe Uhh: tasik Seskoctant dines teuacd Sutee saat 

Somie idea of the kind of city'we really want, and leadership to translate that idea 
tive public, private and individual action, This means, first and foremost, facing the 
urban decentralization. Most people want light, air, rind (julie Ge eae 
simple human scale, and open country. within easy reach. Once we accept this fact, however, two 
things become absolutely essential: 1) unification of land use controls, housing policy, transporta- 
tion, taxation, and other vital aspects of representative local goversiment over the entire 
region; and 2) drastic reduction in density and increase in amenity in central areas, on the premise 
that they must compete directly for business and industry as well as for residence, with new outly- 
ing districts. 


What is the most important advance in housing during the last decade? 

The existence of somie 500 local housing authorities run by Republicans and Democrats, busi- 
ness, professional and labor men, whites and negroes, and even a few females—all of them with at 
least some degree of knowledge and concern as to the housing problems of their communities. The 
big ‘test of the local housing authority is right this moment, however. Will they assume over-all 
leadership in the’ present, crisis—or will they just sit tight? 


What do you think has been learned through war housing? 

That adequate community facilities—shops, nursery schools, movies,: meeting houses, health: 
services—are just ag important as plumbing. The standard of community equipment in war hous- 
ing .was steadily raised—not by any do-gooders’ infl but b of the insistence of war in- 
dustries’ personnel offices. 





What do you think of urban redevelopment? 

.  Thaye'no’ objection to bailing ‘the boys out, provided we get really good housing and more 
workalile cities as.a result and assumé responsibility for rehousing displaced families. But I think 
most plannére 6f houses have been guilty of criminal opportunism in devoting 90 per cent of their 
time for the past five years to problems of central reconstruction and practically no time at all to the 
inevitable syburban homes. After all; the blighted areas will still be there—cheaper if anything—a 
few years hence, and we could not tackle them anyway until there is enough housing surplus elsewhere 


* to permit demolition. But this oncoming tidal wave of suburban building can either, here and now, 


be directed into well integrated satellite communities, with protected open spaces between them and 
somé sensible relation to work places . . . or it can engulf us in a final circle of chaos and potential 
blight. 


What are the most important aspects of the Wagner-Ellender-Taft bill? 

The principle of an over-all national housing policy and administrative agencies; the recognition 
that housing is now unavoidably a thoroughly “mixed” private-and-public enterprise from start to 
finish; the extension and expansion of public low-rent housing; the first serious attempt to reach the 
“middle income group” through yield insurance, aid for cooperatives and limited dividend rental 
housing, and easier and safer terms for home purchase; and elementary steps at least to encourage @ 
local land acquisition and land use control policy. Incidentally, in the last connection, those few. lit- 
tle words “permitting acquisition of vacant as well as blighted sites” must be left in the bill. 


What, if any, are the bad points of the Wagner-Ellender-Taft bill? 

The worst thing in the bill is the introduction of the compulsory “20 per cent gap” between the 
upper rent levels of public housing and the lowest private rents for “standard” housing, old or new. 
This is a backward step in the essential p of obtaining a lly effective housing market— 
the sine qua non for adequate neighborhood planning and c city rebuilding as well as for getting enough 
houses built and distributed. The simple obvious fact that veterans come from all income groups 
should dramatize the necessity for new housing at all cost levels. Another weakness is the lack of 
any specific encouragement for unification of local planning and housing responsibility at the regional 
level. Also, the rural housing provisions are hopelessly confused and inadequate. 








What is the solution to the present housing crisis? 

Never forget that the crisis is no overnight accident, but the culmination of deep rooted failure 
in. our entire home building mechanism—this means that even the most immediate. emergencies can 
not be solved without basic long-term measures, foremost ‘of which is the passage of S. 1592. 


What do you think of Wilson Wyatt-and his program? 

Tt is a great relief to see someone stick-his neck out at last. I think his initial report to the 
president (all that has come out as yet) was just about right. But he will be the miracle man of all 
time if he can carry it through—including drastic controls over materials and prices. For his bedside 
reading I recommend the sad tale of the first British labor government’s housing experiences.in 1919 
and S. 1592. As for the Kilgore-Mitchell bill, it is right and necessary to try to expand our house 
production facilities by making use of war plants, but I hope Mr. Wyatt won’t get lost in the woods 
among those prefabrication sirens. 





















































Drydock construction time was reduced from four years to eighteen months by a Navy developed, 
wartime formula. The process, one of pouring concrete under water replaced the “dry” method of 
excavating and pouring in watertight caissons. 1) One of the largest Navy drydocks—accommodates 

largest ships afloat. 2) “Step” type drydock of pre-Pearl Harbor vintage. 3) Sectional floating dry- 
dock which was towed to advance bases and assembled there for repair of big capital ships. 
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SHOPS 


The real life of a Navy yard centers, not around its flag- 
bedecked ships, docks and officers’ clubs but around the 
numerous “shops.” Their activities vary from hairline pre- 
cision work to the fabrication of heavy armor plate. The 





ore as impressive as its manufacturing facilities. 
Coenen & es AULMGAde peed equate Sf Ue © 
battleship's 16 in. gun barbettes, which penetrate seven 
decks, clear of the hull for overhaul. 1) Bomb-proof power- 
house at Pearl Harbor relies on 8 ft., reinforced concrete 
slabs for its strength. 2) Foundry cast metal forms such as 
machine blocks and ports. 3) Shop for major repairs on 
ships which have been damaged or partly demolished. 
Large prefabricated parts such as turrets are replaced 
here. 4) Ship fitter's shop for hull and engine repair is 
usually the largest structure in the yard. Here; armor 
plates may be seen stacked outside, huge mobile crane 
operates on railroud tracks in foreground. 5) Designed 


for the manufacture and repair of smaller parts, big 
machine shops like this one in San Pedro, Calif., specialize 
in propulsion engine shafts, heads.and similar parts. 








a 





STORAGE FACILITIES 


Not an impregnable fortress, this wall is composed of innumerable steel pontoons, stacked 
and stored for shipment. Known as the Seabees’ “magic cubes,” they were used to build 
all kinds of waterfront facilities. Assembled as barges, they participated in the Normandy 
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Storage and distribution, one of the Navy's greates! 
challenges during the war, proved both a headache 
and o triumph. Articles tp be stored varied in size from 
match boxes to mountains of munitions. Beside many 
supply depots on the mainland, warehouses wére re- 
quired at each advance base as it was set up. Some . 
were for dry storage, some refrigerated. Building forms 
varied as much as their contents. 1) Typical multi-story 
supply building found in larger Navy yards. Top floors 
are usually used as local administrative offices, 2) 
Over-all picture shows the variety of building types 
needed for o supply depot, each designed to expedite 
the handling of a particular type of equipment. 3) 
Concrete barrel vaults were wed for dry storage. 
Building in center background houses refrigerated stor. 

age. 4) Naval aviation supply at an advance 
base utilizes large Quonset huts (40 ft. by 100 ft.), for, 
storage. These prefabricated units were part of the 
temporary construction program. 5) Simple wooden 
storage buildings for inert (non-explosive) materials — 
are thoroughly ventilated. 





AIRBASES 


-_- «© = = 6 #* CO. & 
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Augumenting the Navy’s corrier air force in the Pacific and 
at home are thousands of land based planes whose air fields 
speckle half the world. 1) Assembly and repair shop typical 
of large air stations. 2) One of the few corrugated metal 
hangars built during the war. 3) Small repair hangar of cor- 
rugated metal with sliding doors. 4) Concrete rib hangars 
used at permanent bases. Detail lower right. 5) Large airfield 
primarily intended for seaplanes includes training and living 
facilities. 





HOUSING 


Scattered from the sub-tropics to the Arctic Circle, 
Navy housing must be practical for any climate 
or terrain. While stringent standards exist for bar- 
rack design, no single formula is adaptable to all 
locations. Therefore, the Navy developed a num-_ 
ber of building types and variations, ranging from_ 
temporary huts to permanent structures, several of | 
which are presented here. 1) Permanent concrete 
barracks for enlisted men (right), have been sup- 
plemented by double-deck Quonset huts. 2) Archi- 
tect-designed barracks at a continental training 
station have contrasting horizontal strips of wood - 
sash and white wall board. 3) Living quarters at” 
Seabees’ camp in Guam are standard Quonset | 
huts with raised ventilating ridge on top. 4) Win- 
dowless Quonset barracks in iceland have storm 
doors added. Ventilation is largely provided by 
roof monitors. 5) Close-up of barracks shawn in 2) _ 
shows free, curving plot plan. Trellises at building ~ 
flat facades. 6) To avoid overwhelming and © 
unworkable site arrangements, larger training — 
centers are divided into self contained camps such — 
as this one, each accommodating about 5,000 men. 
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RECREATIO 






1 eee write neeeirermenirtenvieenetb 


The Navy knows its middies take their recreation seri- 
ously and though some of the boys in far off ports may 
have to rely on their own ingenuity for amusement, 
wherever possible, forward areas have simple facili. 
ties for relaxation and fun. in contrast, “states side” 


cluded in the category of recreation are auditoriums, 
gymnasiums, game rooms, cafeterias, dance halls and 
reading rooms. Many of these structures, designed by 
leading architects, set a high standard for future civil- 
ian community buildings. 1) This recreation center at 
Great Lakes, til., was one of the Bureau's outstanding 
jobs executed under a private engineer-architect con” 
tract. It was designed by Skidmore, Owings & Merrill. 
Note horizontal pattern of siding joints across end of 
building where, for economy, standard : lum- 
ber was used. 2) Openess and -oF this con- 
crete bus shelter at an Oklahoma munitions depot 
makes for easy maintenance and traditional ship-shape 
appearance. 3) Large, multi-purpose recreation hall 
has exposed laminated wood trusses and an immense 
fireplace, open on both sides. 4) One of the concrete 
administration buildings adjacent to Navy housing at 
the San Pedro, Calif., operating base. 5) Combination 
auditorium and gymnasium, executed in concrete, is o 
good example of recent permanent building done by 
the Navy. 6) Gay ship's service cafeteria at a naval 
air station near Corpus Christi, Tex. 
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HOSPITALS 
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Advance base hospital consists of uniform one-story buildings of Quonset construction, 1) Large base hospital ot Guam 
quarters for complete staff. 2) Modified standard Quonset hut for tropical climates has open sides to catch prevailing 


3) Covered passage connects various hespital units somewhere in England. 4) Interior view shows light, clean, cheerful c 
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s, the most heterogenous of Navy buildings, reflect their surroundings, here and abroad, in design and materials, 5) In 
latitudes chapels are usually Quonset huts. 6) Handsome staff-designed altar at Great Lokes, Ill. 7) Marine chapel! at 
is built of tree trunks, woven fronds and thatch. 8) Large chapel for a major training center has simple, forthright exterior. 





Boot camp training duplicates with astounding reality life on 
shipboard and since self preservation is the first letter in the 
trainee's primer, great stress is laid on physical fitness. 1) Large 
drill hall found at all training centers. 2) Interior is well illumi- 
nated, has sturdy laminated wood arch construction. 


136 the Architecterat FORUM March 1946 


All of the work shown here was executed 


under the supervision of Vice Admiral-Ben 
Moreell, Chief of the Navy Department, 
Bureau of Yards and Docks and the Civil 


Engineer Corps. Advance base construction 
by Navy Construction Battalions (Seabees). 


and Docks by Rear Admiral J. J. Manning, 
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. Admiral Moreell has recently been suc- 3 
ceeded as Chief of the Bureau of Yards 
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47. SHOPPING CENTER 


BERLA & ABEL, Architects; JOHN & DREW EBERSON, Architects for the theater 
COLLEGE PARK SHOPPING CENTER, INC., Owners 


This project, covering four acres on the Washington-Baltimore highway, takes its name 
from the University of Maryland a block away.’ Site contours permitted easy access to the 
roof of the single story block of stores at the interior corners; and this slope also permitted 
location of the theater lobby level midway between main floor and roof levels, with a ramp 
connecting both. The main level, which will be cut down to that of the highway, will pro- 
vide a corner restaurant for a national chain, 17 stores connected by a covered walkway and 
parking space for 135 cars. The upper level provides a two-story office block with some 
10,000 sq. ft. of floor space, a theater seating 965 and additional parking space on the roof. 
Construction throughout will be of reinforced concrete with precast concrete exterior walls. 
Adjacent land has been acquired by the owners for extension of the parking area as required. 


SECTION SHOWS HOW TERRAIN HAS BEEN UTILIZER TO PROVIDE EASY ACCESS TO RGOF PARKING AND 
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GHARACTERISTIC FEATURE of ali Washington shopping 
centers is a drive-in restaurant. Designed for a national 
chain, this building is a brightly-lit glass cage with services 
concentrated in a central core. In the storeblock (above) 
the shopfronts have been successively recessed to give 
some show-window space to the largest unit on the 
Interior rear corner. This incidentally serves to broaden 
the covered walkway at points where traffic would pre- 
sumably be heaviest. 
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GILL & BIANCULLI, Architects 


This interesting example of public architecture in one of its more promising aspects is a plan 
providing for a noteworthy collection of public functions. Prepared for Guntersville, Ala., 
a town within the region of TVA-developed electric power, the design is intended to create 
working space for the mayor, the city council, power board executives and employes. It also 
provides a public auditorium seating 300 people, space for the home economics demonstration 
work so successfully carried on in connection with power development in the area, and a 
public library. In the semi-basement projecting from the rear of the building there is space 
for repair and maintenance crews and warehouse facilities for power equipment, with an 
adjoining loading platform. The workmanlike arrangement of facilities needed for this 
variety of functions is well expressed by the building’s exterior. The impressive lines of the 
central mass are a logical definition of the second-story auditorium, while the adjoining 
lounge is differentiated by projecting windows. The Gill-Bianculli version of the familiar 
municipal clock-tower provides added height for the auditorium stage. . 
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SECOND-FLOOR AUDITORIUM js reached 
by broad spiral stairway, attractively 
located in two-story window bay. 
Home economics room has its own stair 
at other end of building. 


FIRST-FLOOR PLAN shows logical or- 
ganization of facilities for major func- 
* tions, with each having its own direct 
entrance from outside. The mayor's 
office is given a special entrance. 


SIMPLE -AND HANDSOME MASSES OF BUILDING FACADE CLEARLY EXPRESS ITS VARIOUS FUNCTIONS 


























49. RURAL SCHOOL — ce Re 


This combined grammar and highschool makes good use of a limited budget and an irregular site. 
FREEMAN, FRENCH, FREEMAN, Architects 
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Prepared for the town of Vergennes, Vermont, this school building answers a problem 










"typical in a rural community: how to meet the requirements of both high school and grade As the 
school children with a single building. Working within an extremely limited budget, the cepted 
architects achieved a well-defined separation, not only for the classroom facilities to be used Garre 
by each age group, but also for the auditorium, which will be used for town meetings and privat 
other community functions. South wing of the simple, one-story structure houses elementary but fr 


classrooms, gives direct access to the play space set aside for younger children. High school 
classrooms are in the north wing, slanted to take maximum advantage of the irregularly 
shaped site. The two units are separated by the centrally located administrative office and 
y by the entrance lobby, which gives direct access to the ample auditorium and gymnasium. 
Fitting this low-slung structure to its rocky Vermont site required careful planning and land 
development, while the site’s uneven boundaries were an added problem. Total cost of con- 
struction, the architects estimate, will amount to not more than $225,000. 
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private work, approaches it not as a problem exclusive to his profession 
but from the collective viewpoint of real estate developers, site planners, 






unplanned, growing development and sit back to enjoy their new found 
peace. The size of their property is certainly not impressive but it still 

. has too much lawn and planting for the family to maintain properly in its 
leisure time. A limited budget eliminates the possibility of hiring a 
gardener. But this family, because they have no control over the use of sur- 
rounding land, cannot risk a smaller piece of property. As it is, their lot. 
insures only minimum privacy and security, Therefore, the owners ere 
forced to put up with a quantity of expense, work and annoyance unknown 
to the resident of a well planned community. Furthermore, the changes _ 
are that their children will enjoy far less freedom and safety‘beyond’the - 
boundaries of the family lot. Contrastingly, in the planhed neigh- 
borhood where properties border a community patk:or open area and 
roads are restricted to the use of residents, acreage required for a really 
livable ‘private lot is drastically reduced. 2 ok, 

Eckbo’s idea of a soundly planned community’ is oné where all private 
and public buildings are related to each other by service facilities and 
recreational areas. He finds a neighborhood grouped around the local 
elementary school to be the smallest logical unit for a thorough planning 
and landscaping job. To him, the contour and expanse of the undeveloped 
land serves as the skeleton and controlling form of the site plan rather 
than a by-product of the building and roadway arrangement.. Since 
roads and sidewalks are purely service elements, their use as a primary 
outline overemphasizes their importance and reduces the livability and 
design potentialities of the site. 

Breaking down the private home into four principle parts, Eckbo labels 
them Public Access, General Living, Private Living and Work spaces. 
All but Private Living are also components of the neighborhood plan, (a 
point which is in itself a strong argument for group cooperation to avoid 
expense, waste and duplication). Public Access takes in streets and 
sidewalks, General Living ties in with public parks, green areas and _isometrics show how planting 
community buildings, Work Space is related to neighborhood service °@"ries out the elevation of 
facilities. Most private houses contain a wealth of devices which reduce pod son a fico Gacane- 
the drudgery of the housewife but many of these could be provided as woes a eae of the ~ 
community facilities at far less expense to the individual home owner. {"*° 4" r epecific wee, a 
Few houses, however, are able to provide recreational opportunities equal poacher wel eve Seieeee 
to those of parks, playgrounds, community buildings, country clubs and saat cae aloes aig -- 
bees ery amusement centers—advantages not unusual in the planned © | jjurat gidirth of plante. 


Landscaping is essential to neighborhood planning because, as part of 
the physical envir , it is on an equal footing with building arrange- 
ment, architecture, roads and utilities. Its primary duty is to relate these 
refinements to the unimproved terrain; to create harmony between man- 
made structures and earth, rock, water and plants. Good landscaping can 
do as much to organize outdoor space for maximum use and enjoyment 
as architecture does indoors. Characteristic of Eckbo’s technique is his 
use of plants as structural rather than decorative elements of the design. 
This does not mean, however, that the effect must be very geometrical or 
formal. On the contrary, straight lines are usually softened by luxurious, 
free growth. The result is handsome and sweeping. More discernible in 
large scale work than on the private lot (Forum, Feb., ’46) is the fact that 
Eckbo’s bold conception unifies and encompasses the whole site .rather 
than dividing it irito a series of unrelated garden spots. 
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Ground sculpture, controlled 
planting, open wooded school © 
site for light and usefulness, © 


GARRETT ECKBO, Landscape Arch 








Cotoneaste: 


Pittosporum: : ; * 

The site of this school is located on the flat land of a Cali- | 
fornia valley. A profusion of huge, ancient trees characterizes ~ 
the entire area. Street frontage and a play yard off the nursery 

.. Wing were two main requirements of the plan. The play yard 
is bounded by a brick wall and equipped with hard, practical { 
paving and standard apparatus. Another major problem was > 
conducting drainage from the.lawn to a catch basin, exca- 
vated for the purpose, and thence, via a tile line, to the slough 
In accomplishing this the designers, Garrett Eckbo and Ed- 
ward A. Williams, successfully experimented with the use of 
simple cut and fill earth, retained by ground cover planting. 
Total quantities of earth on the site remained the same. In 
evolving the landscape plan, the angle of the original en- 
dininits tk : trance walk was changed to permit a better view of the build- 

@s ground coves oa ing from the approach. 
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Adroit planting surrounds patients of 
proposed health center near Fresno, 








Calif., with spacious outdoor rooms. 


The landscaping of this hospital, an FSA project 
halted by the war, features a planting plan laid. out 
- to produce visual integration of indoor and outdoor 
space for those looking out from the inside. The 
object was to produce the richest and most spacious 
effect possible. In Eckbo’s opinion the fault of most 
landscaping for large public buildings is that it is . 
planned for the benefit of the passerby rather than: * * .. °° 
that of the occupants, leaving the building afloat and 
anchorless in a sea of grass, shrubs, and occasional 
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Contrasting tree forms and textures 
are key to economical landscaping of 
group housing project in farm area. 


Isometric plan for rural housing development shows 
the site broken up into 29 lots large enough for sub- 
sistance crops. To make up for lack-of recreation. 
space in an adjoining community and migrant camp, 
two acres were given over to a fancifully designed 
park, accessible to all houses by roads and walks. 
Here, more clearly than in any other example, 
Eckbo’s adaptation of the standard agricultural field 
pattern is evident. Planting, consisting mostly of in- 
digenous trees, was done on a limited budget. 








An existing garden is incorporated in a landscape plan for 


Living quarters occupy the sloping portion of this site which curves, horse- 
shoe fashion, around a relatively flat central area in which a recreation center 
is located. The purpose of the planting pattern was to establish an interest- 
ing, formal relationship between the buildings and the site. Sausalito’s mild 
climate and the availability of nursery stock during the early years of the 
war allowed a wide variety of quick, colorful plant material. The portion 
shown in the photographs was an old-garden which provided an interesting 
specific problenr in“ preservation. and. utilizetion:’Gomsiderable-new..material 


was added and today it is almost impossible to distinguish between the old 
and the new planting. 
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war dormitories. 
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'S More and More Overhead Type Doors 
are Bought This Way! 


More and more Architects, Builders and Contractors 
are finding that the simplest way to solve most of 
their door problems is to specify Ro-Way,. 

‘ Overhead Type Doors. Noother doors offer 

all of these 5 extra-value features — 


L Friction-reducing track—Makes rollers 
tide away from the track side wall... provides 
extra clearance...moakes for easier oper- 
ation... gives greater strength and rigidity. 


2. “Double-thick-tread” track reller— 
Each rolling smoothly and easily on 7 ball 
bearings. < 


3. “Tailor made” power springs—individ- 
vally “Power Metered” for the weight of 
each particular door. On Ro-Way Doors 
having Twin Torsion Spring Power, patented 
“Zip-Lock” permits instant, easy adjustment 
of spring tension. 


4. “Crow’s foot” outer bearing support— 
Holds sheave wheel in permanent alignment 
- «. No twist or sag to cause friction or binding. 


5. Rest-proof hardware—All Ro-Way Door 
hardware is rust-proofed by Parkerizing 
and painting after fabrication. Avoids rust 
streaks that mor appearance of finished 
installation. 


See our Catalog in Sweet's 


ROWE MANUFACTURING CO. 


901 Holton Street + Galesburg, Ill., U.S. A. 
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~ HOUSING’S WHITE KNIGHT 





ISART 


FLUSH COMPARTMENTS 





Nation of 





f ‘Weisart 
.. hound Bus Terminal, Atlanta, Ga., Wischmeyer, ; 
Arrasmith & Elswick, Architects, Louisville, Ky., 
James C. Wise, Associate Architect, Atignta, Ga. 
Weisart Compartments may also be suspended 
from ceiling, without floor contact. 
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Grey- 








Modern Appearance with Triple Protection 


Class A quality metal compartment design and con- 
struction, harmonizing with the latest trends in fine 
buildings. Weisart Compartments are thoroughly field 
tested and have won wide-spread acceptance. The cost 
is moderate. 


Rigid, flush construction eliminates posts and head 
rail. Partitions and doors are of highest class flush steel 
construction. Bonderized galvanized steel is finished 
with synthetic. gum enamel baked at high temperature, 
affording triple protection against corrosion. The dur- 
able and lustrous finish is available in a wide range of 
colors. 


Send now for detailed description and specifications. 
HENRY WEIS MFG. CO., INC. 


DEPT. 302, ELKHART, INDIANA 








over on these hard-boiled brothers that the next day the story 4 
was plastered on the front page of the Times. From t 
moment, an impressed group of Washington tough guys ate | j 


happily out of Casey’s practical hand. 





Coficiads vars (auc is Whi towel by tbe Suck aa 


Herbert Nelson of the National Association of Real Estate ~ 


Boards—strongest and angriést anti-public housing lobby in” 
Washington—considers her, while slightly demented, a “sweet” 
gal.” He volunteers proudly that she once accused him of: 
being a frustrated idealist. He in ture calle her “the beets 
talker the housers have outside of. Phil Klutznick.” 


During this year Casey was certainly talking hard and fast. 
In addition to her other activities, she continued flying about” 
the country drumming up more labor support for housing and — 
periodically wiring frantically for money. Vladeck, from his 


base in New York, would forward the request to the ue 
likely angel, he told that it was the last time, but garnered © 
enough to keep Catherine on the road. Ernie Bohn often came 
to Washington for the fray along with Langdon Post, Chair.” 


man of the New York Housing Authority. 


At one peint, when the debate in the Senate was stiff, the ; 


papers carried a headline that a tenement in Post’s district 


had collapsed, killing several people. The housers could not H 


help feeling more justified than ever, but as Post joined them 


that morning they remarked coldly: “Don’t you think you've 


gone a bit too far this time, Langdon?” 
At the end of the fourth day of 
discussion an amendment was 
introduced which would have 
hamstrung the most important 
clauses in the bill. Langdon 
was in New York for the 
day, so Catherine and 
Dorothy dashed to their 
den, worked all night on 
a petition to reconsider 
the move, signed Post’s 
name to it and tipped a, 
page boy to put the memc 
on the Senators’ desks be 
fore the’ session opened. 
They met Langdon on his 
way to the gallery and as 
they walked in the door Sen- 
ator. Clark of Missouri was 
waving the document and shout- 
ing, “This is an affront to the 
U. S. Senate!” “What’s the mat- 


CATHERINE AT 25 


ter?” asked Post, curiously. “Duck,” replied Catherine, “your ~ 
name’s signed to that thing he’s waving in his hand.” Whether — 
because of Casey’s scheme or in spite of it, the crippling — 


amendment was not passed. 


The bill ran into its first inner circle difficulties when Secre- 


tary of the Treasury Morgenthau put thumbs down on its 2 
financial arrangements favoring outright capital grants for 


housing projects rather than the new-fangled annual contribu- © 


tions outlined in the bill. After much delay and haggling, | 
President Roosevelt finally called Morgenthau, Wagner and 
his cluster of experts (including Bauer) to the White House ~ 7 
where he herded them in a private room and forbade them to ~ 
come out until the issue was settled. Morgenthau arose and — 


- made a detailed speech explaining why, although he, too, was 


in favor of nice homes for slum dwellers, he could not back” 
the financial set-up of the bill. Catherine and her cohorts were 
(Coritinued on page 148) ~ 


taking copious notes refuting 
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1 That when you specify Tile-Tex Asphalt Tile, you 
are specifying a product built to the highest qual- 
ity standards by a manufacturer with the longest 
experience record of any in the industry. 


That when Tile-Tex Asphalt Tile is installed by 
approved Tile-Tex contractors, your client bene- 
fits because the use of better asphalt tile makes 
possible better installation practice, 


That your client will. benefit from lower mainte- 
nance costs per year because the better surface of 
Tile-Tex Asphalt Tile means easier cleaning at 
lower cost. 


Here are three tangible reasons why architects 
who have used large quantities of asphalt tile 
prefer Tile-Tex. They-know from actual experi- 
ence that the superior quality of Tile-Tex Asphalt 
Tile is reflected in better wearing, better maintain- 


ing, and better looking asphalt tile floors in the 
buildings of their clients. i 


The Tile-Tex Company, Inc. will continue to 
protect the architect and his client with an in- 
telligent, aggressive research program devoted to 
product improvement. At all times, we welcome 
constructive criticisms and suggestions from the . 
architectural profession on the subject of product 


THE TILE-TEX COMPANY, Inc. 


Asphalt Tile Mfr. 
Chicago Heights, Illinois 


Subsidiary of The Flintkote Company . 


220 E. 42nd Street, New York City 





WOUSING’S WHITE KNIGHT 





Riverside Hospital, Fidkeocdhaile Hantincn, S00, Becker Bekead, 1 Yu N.Y., Electus D. Litehield, pr a 


Sills, coping and trim of Alberene Stone 
are durable, colorful and economical 





Alberene Stone is ideal for exterior 
use because it is impervious to mois- 
ture; it does not chip, scale or split. 
Its natural light blue-gray tone har- 
monizes with practically any other 
colors. The fact that it can be cut into 
thin sections makes for definite 
economies. Used for sills, coping, 
spandrels, exterior or interior trim. 
Alberene Stone is free for all time of 
































maintenance costs. Our Mills in 

Virginia are the largest in the coun- 

try devoted to producing special pur- 

pose quarried stone. We are prepared 

to make deliveries promptly of stone 

in a color range of gray, dark gray, blue, blue-black, dark 
green and black, in various textures and finishes; and prompt 
delivery is an important consideration in the present emer- 
gency. Inquiries will receive immediate attention. 


ALBERENE STONE CORPORATION OF VIRGINIA 
419 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
Quarries and Mills at Schuyler, Virginia 

Sales Offices in Principal Cities 


ALBERENE STONE 


dm THE NATURAL STONE OF DIVERSIFIED UTILITY & 
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Morgenthau’s complicated technical arguments which t 


* slipped to Senator Wagner. That wise politician complet 


ignored them. Tugging at Morgenthau’s coat, he mere 

chided: “Sit down, Henry, and stop worrying about your 
pocketbook.” That was the beginning of the end for Morgen- 
thau’s stand and he eventually gave in to the housers.. 

Between ‘the Ellenbogen and Wagner-Steagall bills Cath- 
erine had received a Guggenheim grant for further study in 
Europe. Her trip was cut short, but during the summer of 
1937 when the big push was on, she had hoped to go again. 
Her trunk was packed and squeezed into the Hay-Adams 
room, but as the summer wore on, Catherine stayed. Air- 
conditioning, rather than lending refuge from Washington's 
heat, produced a dank dripping atmosphere which swallowed | 
and enfolded those bold enough to enter. Her friends chris-” 
tened it “Catherine’s air-conditioned cavern.” From this un- 
pleasant roost she fought the eleventh hour drive by the U. S. | 
Chamber of Commerce—backed by the National Retail Lum-. 
ber Dealer’s Association and the U. S. Building and Loan” 
League—to kill the bill. Catherine was also busy trying to. 
dynamite Representative Steagall into action, for ad was > 
quietly sitting on the bill in Committee. 

In spite of these innumerable last minute difficulties, the | 
Wagner-Steagall bill was finally passed in the last days of the © 
session, September, 1937. Catherine is particularly fond of 7 
the post-passage comment of Representative Steagall’s secre- | 
tary, Mr. O. K. Weed of Alabama. Confronted with a rejoic- © 
ing Bauer and her equally excited assistant the day after the 7 
bill went through, he drawled: “Ladies, if ah evah have to 7 
heah anotha wo'd about housin’, Ah’m goin’ to go out and buy — 
me a tent!” 

Overnight, the little group of housing revolutionaries had © 
become bureaucrats. Nathan Straus was named administrator 
of the new United States Housing Authority and its long-time 
supporters were swallowed in the billowing red tape of ad- ~ 
ministration. This first year was a period of test. Conservative | 
interests were smugly watching for the Authority to flop and 
they found a perfect target in Nathan Straus who was quickly © 
dubbed the “‘man of the iron whim.” USHA was indeed a 
seething battleground, due mostly to Straus’ constant and * 
tactless changes in unimportant details—such as the lettering 
on a housing project sign. But Catherine stoutly maintains 
that he was forced to resign for (Continued on page 150) © 
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pressure) installed in the Gage Park School, Chicago 


HEAVY DUTY 
BOILERS 


REPLACE THREE OTHERS IN A CHICAGO SCHOOL 


Every characteristic which makes Firebox Boilers especially advantageous for 
Hi-Pressure steam is incorporated in the Kewanee Heavy Duty Series. Big, high 
fireboxes . . . long gas travel . . . ample water content . . . unimpeded water- 
ways... generous steam space. Such features insure ample steam with economy. 


FOR HAND OR MECHANICAL FIRING 
100, 125, 150 Ibs. W.P. . . . 25 te 304. HP. 


Won For The 5th Time 























































FOR A COST FIGHT 
a 


If rising operating costs are putting the squeeze on you, liere’s a 
potent weapon for your defense. It’s the tapered feed scréw of a 
Whiting Stoker—one of the many reasons why Whiting gives 
you maximum burning efficiency. This screw and the tapered 
coal tube which is its working partner are covered by U. S. Pat- 
ent No. 2,127,018. 

Whiting Stokers were designed first of all for combustion 
effectiveness—fire power. That’s why the Whiting retort will 
burn bituminous stoker coal frojm any mine; that’s why the 
Whiting guarantee does not exclude “‘parts in contact with the 
fire.” If you think all stokers are alike—we suggest you investigate. 

Our new booklet, ‘‘How To Choose A Stoker,” will help you. 
It tells what to look for in any stokér, points out the things you 
need to know to make your stoker investment pay top dividends. 
We'll gladly send a copy at your request. Ask for it today. 


WHITING STOKERS, Suite 2501, 11 S. LaSalle St., Chicago 3, Illinois 


The DeLuxe Stoker, 
Model one of a com- 
plete line covering all 
domestic and industrial 
requirements. 


COMPETENT REPRESENTATION 
IS NEAR YOU 
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the wrong reason. In spite of the quarrels and confusion, he 
made USHA a going contern. ipa never compromised on fun- © 


: damental i issues. ‘ : 
“Gatherine, a had been wade P r of Research and Infor. | 
‘ mation, an experience she as valuable, though pain- © 


ful, since it taught“her how hard it is to run things. Most of 
the year an a half before e gave up in despair was spent — 
feuding with the Civil Service . over job classifications, an — 
ordeal. Which . has hardened her heart forever toward that 


unyielding organization. ° 

’ This period of earthly 
purgatory marked the 
end of Catherine’s ad- 
ministrative career. She 
fled to Europe, thence to 
California and into the 
comforting arms of mat- 
rimony. She and Bill, al- 
though not exactly fire- 
side-and-slippers types, 
lead “a quiet life com- 
pared to Casey’s Wash- 


. . Sadie at 3 months 
ington existence. Great- 


est excitement of - post-lobbying days was the Wursters’ sud- — 


den and unexpected: break’ into the Boston newspapers. 
Surveying a local journal over their morning orange juice, 
they were startled by the headline “Housing Experts Caught 


in Own Noose!”, flanked with their own photographs. Like less — 


publicized citizens throughout America, the Wursters were in- 
deed having housing trouble. The occupant of their newly pur- 
‘ chased home in Cam- 


* reassurances from the 

OPA, refused to budge 
and Casey, Bill and 
Sadie have been sit- 
ting out the fall and 
winter in a tiny, dark 
flat on Boston’s Chest- 


Cambridge tenant ex- 
> orcised at last, they 
plan to move in 
March, but Catherine 
declares that Sadie 
will need short pre- 
liminary visits to ease 
the shock of sunlight 
after the Chestnut 
Ore Street hibernation. 

Pram and friend Catherine, beteslt, 





is looking forward to ~ 


the first real house she will have lived in since childhood. 
It is near both Harvard and M.LT., convenient for student 
conferences and, best of all, close to her ‘pet bakery stores. 
Casey’s shopping expeditions are often undertaken in the 
company of Mrs. Joseph Hudnut, wife of the august Dean 
of Harvard’s Graduate School of Design. They present an 
amusing spectacle to startled Cambridge residents, for long, 
lean Casey strides ahead at her own speed with valiant little 
Mrs. Hudnut scampering behind, trailing perhaps by half a 
block. This a typical performance: throughout her entire 


career, one thing both Casey’s friends and enemies have had $ 


to do is run like hell to keep,up with her. 





bridge, stiffened by ~ 


nut Street. With the ~ 
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on Highway 99, is a pleasing example of the smooth, streamlined, mod- 
ern effects made possible with Exterior type Douglas fir plywood. Notice 
the curved surfaces—easily achieved with this modern “miracle wood.” 


TION 


DELIVERY INFORMA 


AND 


PRICES 


FOR 





For prices and delivery information, see 


For information, write the Douglas Fir 
Plywood Association, Tacoma, Wash. 


the “grade trade-mark” shown above. 


HOW TRANE 
ENGINEERING 


Coens the door tr Weather 


Sound yet imaginative engineering forms the 


solid foundation on which Trane—the House of 


Weather Magic—is built. Trane particularly is 
proud of the many developments of its research 


laboratory, but proudest of all that so many 
people think so highly of. them. The greatest 
satisfaction of leadership comes from the added 
comfort millions of Americans now enjoy because 
Trane engineers, have unlocked the door to 


Weather Magic—magic that cools in Summer 
and warms in Winter. 


TRANE’S “COMPLETE” PRODUCT ENGINEERING 
ASSURES UNDIVIDED RESPONSIBILITY 
Trane has earned its reputation for leadership by 
adhering constantly to: the single concept of 
“complete” product . engineering. ‘This ‘means 
that at every step from drafting board through 
production, every Trane product is under direct 
engineering, supervision. Moreover, Trane engi- 
neering carries through every phase of produc- 
tion, effecting operating efficiencies that assure 

_. Tijghest quality and economy. 





“Complete” engineering also means integrating 


the design of each element of a Trane heating or 
air conditioning system so that all parts are co- 
ordinated to function together for maximum 


efficiency. These “matched-set” systems, featur-_ 


ing Trane-engineered and Trane-built 


throughout, not only provide greater installation - 
flexibility but assure undivided responsibility for 


the efficient operation of the entire system. 
WHAT TRANE FIELD ENGINEERS MEAN TO YOU 


Trane product engineering never stops short at | 
the factory, but is carried through to the last * 


detail on the job. Trane’s moré than‘ 200 field 


engineers are strategically located in 85 principal — 
cities. This staff constitutes one of the largest - 


and most thoroughly experienced organizations of 
its kind. It is available to assist architects, 
engineers and contractors in the technical design 


of any installation. When asking for additional 


information on any product, send the name of 


your architect, engineer or contractor so complete | 





details can be supplied him. 


TRANE CLIMATE CHANGERS 


PROVIDE ANY COMBINATION OF: 
+ Air Conditioning + Air Cleansing 
¢ Cooling and Heating - Air Circulation 
« Humidification ¢ Dehumidification 








One example of Trane’s advanced engineering ability is the 
1946 Climate Changer line. This unit air conditioner pro- 
vides complete air conditioning for every comfort or process 
application. It is so completely flexible that any or all 
combinations of the six phases of air conditioning can be 
provided. Trane Climate Changers are applicable to summer, 
winter and year around air conditioning systems. 


Write for Bulletin 
PB-290—a > COM- 


treed Teese fos 
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G-E Q-Floor Wiridg installed in Rob: 


ertson Q-Floors provides undreamed of 
electrical adaptability, flexibility and 
availability in office buildings, factories, 
stores, etc. Therefore, your ‘Clients. will 
benefit if you always specify G-E Q-Floor 
Wiring when you specify: an 
Cellular steel floors. : 


G-E Q-Floor Wiring is aN It .con- 
sists of header ducts and accessories. 


The header ducts feed wires into the floor 
cells. This accounts for the wide elec- 
trical adequacy. Outlets can be estab- 
lished every few inches in all parts of 
the floor at any time. Changes in build- 
ing equipment can be made at will with 
new power, telephone and ‘signal con- 
nections readily available. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION on G-E 
Q-Floor Wiring or G-E Fiberduct underfloor 
raceways see the nearest G-E‘ Merchandise 
Distributor or write to Section C168-26, 
Appliance and Merchandise Department, 
General Electric Company, Bridgeport, Conn. 





ecole duces ox talag GU 
Shee ‘header Gucty ool tae Gib. 


' ee Conmeciions ii lower Aight of SG 


above phoecgeagh is of & sales Noor la Evewe eh OM G Fleer 
Wiring. Note the many floor outlets in different parts of the room. 


Power is readily available for working models, 


etc. 








REPORT FROM EUROPE 
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No Mortising . .. No Deep Cuts 
Only a Shallow 1% inch Notch is Needed 













Phantom View Illustrating Con- 
struction and Parts of the Russwin 
Unit Lock Set. 


for RUSSWIN UNIT LOCKS 


These sturdy locks — perfected by Russwin years ago — 
have, as usual, the extras for which Russwin Hardware 
is noted. For example... 

Instead of laborious mortising or deep door-weaken- 
ing saw cuts in the stiles, only an inch-and-three-quarter 
notch and a single small hole for the knob is necessary. 
The entire unit is slipped into place—a quick and 

‘ permanent job! 

Another extra is the safety devices — auxiliary latch 
to guard against outside manipulation and deadlock- 
ing plunger to guard the latch and prevent operation 
of the stops when the door is closed. 

Wherever the need for a smooth-performing, long- 
service lock—for home, apartment, office, school and 
public building, communicating and toilet doors — 
choose from Russwin’s broad line of Unit Locks. 
Russell & Erwin Mfg. Co., New Britain, Connecticut. 
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(Continued from page 106) 


bombed homes have been repaired, 300,000 
more were completely ruined. This plus a 
pre-war backlog of 950,000 homes brings 
the immediate need to 1,300,000 homes. 

What many fail to realize in appraising 
the Labour Government’s progress is that 
until four months ago British local elections 
had not been held. Thus the new national 
government was struggling along without a 
full mandate for its aims. With the sweep- 
ing Labour victories in November’s local 
elections the wheels began moving more 
rapidly. The British are now about to 
launch the most powerful concerted build- 
ing drive ever conceived, with private indus- 
try and government coordinated in a mas- 
sive effort. 

Although seriously slowed by lack of cer- 
tain key materials, England’s biggest prob-’ 
lems (aside from administrative snarls) 
have been lack of labor and technical su- 
pervision. Thanks to the recent speeding 
up of demobilization this is being overcome, 
but many architects, draftsmen and engi- 
neers are still enmeshed in military func- 
tions. Without such key personnel, work 
cannot go forward despite increased num- 
bers of common laborers. 

The government has set up a training sys- 
tem through which it hopes to instruct 
200,000 building trades workers in the next 
four years. After six months’ schooling in 
theory and practice, the trainee is assigned 
to an employer for another 14 months. The 
program is planned by the Ministry of La- 
bour, in cooperation with building employ- 
ers and unions. Maintenance wages are 
paid during the six months in school with 
starting pay when employed at 85 per cent 
of skilled rates for eight weeks; 90 per cent 
for the next 26 weeks and 95 per cent dur- 
ing the final 26 weeks. After this the trainee 
is qualified for full rates. : 

Resumption of peacetime conditions may 
bring to a head the rift long brewing be- 
tween young adherents of contemporary 
design and older architects who cling to the 
old patterns. Forestalled in 1939 by the 
drafting of most of the younger men, the 
feud seems destined to resume with in- 
creased bitterness in view of the scale of 
the building effort needed. 

To Americans who have carefully fol- 
lowed Minister of Health Bevan’s cogent 
speeches, one thing is certain. A lot of them 
make sense over here, too. A few examples: 
“What we have to_look for are high 
wages and high output. Employers... 
must look for their profits from smaller 
margins on more houses...” 

“, . . If we allowed the normal laws of 
supply and demand to operate in the 
existing circumstances, we would have 
an inflation that would ruin all. That is 





why the government finds it essential to 7 


retain controls.” 





“If the cost of traditional building is 


too high, I shall encourage other forms. 


The traditional builder must not assume 
that he monopolizes the field irrespective 


of building costs.” 


“The quick solution of rural areas is as 


important as housing in cities. Unless 


we find good houses for agricultural 
workers we shall lose our agricultural 
population.” 

“Main problem in rural areas is shortage 


of labor ... What I am anxious to find | 
is a system of semi-fabrication of steel © 


and of treated cement which the housing 


contractor can use, especially in a rural © 


area. 


Big battle today in Britain is between pri- | 
vate builders and public authorities. Here | 


is Bevan on this dispute: 


“The reason why the local authorities — 
are being used for the major part of the ~~ 


program is because they are the natural 
custodians of houses to let . . . They 
are being used because the overwhelm- 
ing need at this time is to build houses 
for the people who need them most... 
The building of houses to sell has its 
part in the program later on when we 
have first of all dealt with people who 
need houses most. 


“What I am not going to allow while I 

am in office is the building of luxury 

houses when poor people have no shel- 

ters over their heads.” 

Talk like this from a responsible U. S. 
source would sound good to many an 
American, too. ; 


* * 


After several weeks on this side of the 
Atlantic, the jangled pattern that is Europe 
today gradually begins to assume perspec- 
tive. It is most important for us to remem- 
ber that the speed and power of our army, 
its ability to deal with large-scale problems, 
have raised the regard of Europeans for 
our technical skills to a new high. The U. S. 
today, with its productive potential, is 
looked to everywhere in Europe for the 
means of regaining new life and vigor. 

Finally, many people wonder if Europe in 
the winter of 1946 is depressing. It is. But 
it is not the physical destruction—one be- 
comes adjusted to that. It is not even the 
sight of the thousands of gaunt, shivering 
humans who wander through this charnal 
heap, nor the cynicism of the common man. 
These things can be changed. The most de- 
pressing spectacle is the efforts of these 
bankrupt, starving nations to struggle back 
to life alone. + 
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the -application of molten zinc through the Hot-Dip 
Galvanizing process provides the utmost in rust pre- 
vention . . . The protective zinc (A) is first bonded to 
the base metal (D) by an iron rich alloy (C)—then a 
layer of rich zinc alloy (B)—obtainable only through the 
Hot-Dip process, seals out the destructive elements that 
are the cause of rust and corrosion. 

Time has proved by thousands of case histories that 
the Hot-Dip Galvanizing method, as employed by members 
of this Association, does provide longer life, greater 
uninterrupted service and effects tremendous savings in 
expensive maintenance and replacement cosis. 

For information in regard to your particular corrosion 
problems, address American Hot Dip Galvanizers Asso- 
ciation, Inc., First National Bank Building, Pittsburgh 22, 









































was stumped... | 


He consulted with the architect and 
engineer...together they called in Ceco 
...and the job went ahead on schedule 


The job was a big one—the_ ki 
looked like smooth sailj 
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To aid discharged veterans secure professional and 


tions, stating preference in occupation and location. Ads may be run with name arid address 


260 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 7 


THE ARCHITECTURAL FORUM 


or with box number. (If answering ads please include postage for forwarding—3¢ per letter.) 
Employers seeking personne! are urged to make known their requirements. Adress: G. |. Jobs 


industry, THE FORUM will publish without charge classified ads giving applicants’ qualifica- 
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ilable in light, easy-to-handle blanket 
type rolls sized to fit all standard construction. Special 


to handle. 
Today, as for 76 years, the Lockport company stands 


foremost among America’s leading cotton processors, 


particularly in the production of cotton insulation. In 
be made to order. Write for full details. 


Lo-"K” is 


new construction or remodeling, recommend Lo-“K” 
sizes can 


with confidence to your clients and customers. 


non-irritating 
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eve PR 


Henre’s the latest window treatment 
for school buildings. 

It helps to protect children’s eyes 
—helps to reduce brightness con- 
trasts—helps to make full use of 
natural daylight. 

Note ere shown here. 
Every c . as gral 


with a piaidagaion panel of clear 


glass and the new Insulux Light- . 


Directional Block. 


The clear glass is used from sill-_ 


height to’somewhat above eye level. 
Above that pom the new pris- 
matic block is used 


OWENS ~- ILLINOIS 


PROTECTION 


Planned in Advance 


The result? The main beam of 
light is bent upward to the light- 
colored ceiling and is reflected deep 
into the interior of the classroom. 
There is a substantial improvement 
in light distribution, more light 
from above, less interfering 
shadows. : 


Investigate! Panels of Insulux 
are now being used to “daylight” 
classrooms, lecture halls, laborato- 
ries, gymnasiums, libraries, swim- 
ming pools, corridors and entrance 
ways. 


INSULW2« 


Chomietry Lahioratery, . This room is with 
softly diffused natural daylight. More light from 
the » less horizontal it, fewer shadows. 


Insulux Glass Block is a functional building ma- 
terial—not merely a decoration. It is designed to 
do certain things that other building materials 
cannot do. Investigate! 















YOUNG DELIVERS HEAT 


Where it’s Wanted! 


to heat 
rooms with high 


“e 
Horizental **: 
Teves ores ae 
cently, most econ- 
comically. 





@ The most modern and efficient way to 
heat plants, stores, and other large areas, is 
with one or both types of “Streamaire” Unit 
Heaters. Thermostatic controls operate. units 
individually or in series, providing comfort- 
able, controlled temperatures. Young Units 
save floor space... are easy to install... are 
low in first and maintenance costs. Because 
“Streamaire” Units give such unprecedented 
satisfaction, they prevent heating-plant com- 
‘plaints from clients and customers. W rite today 
for further information, without obligation. 


ARCHITECT—Member A.1.A., age 37, 
married. Looking for permanent loca- 
tion in West or Midwest. Degree in 
hush.i “heat Bim eas rt a 








gi 
= 


pervision. 

ant to bldg. contractor. Limited ex- 
per. (1 yr.) but willing and 
especially interested in 


housing 
jects. East preferred. Box E-192. 


PIPING DRAFTSMAN—Veteran, 26 
yrs: of age, 6 yrs. exper. on marine 

plants field supervis- 
ing. Past year stationed at Pearl Har- 
bor Navy Yard as a piping 








Younc © 


OIL COOLERS @ GAS, GASOLINE, DIESEL ENGINE» COOLING 

RADIATORS @ HEAT EXCHANGERS © INTERCOOLERS @ ENGINE 

JACKET WATER COOLERS @ EVAPORATIVE COOLERS ¢ GAS 

COOLERS ¢ UNIT HEATERS @ CONVECTORS @ CONDENSERS 

¢ AIR CONDITIONING UNITS @ EVAPORATORS @ HEATING 

COIS @ COOLING COILS © AND A COMPLETE LINE OF 
AIRCRAFT HEAT TRANSFER EQUIPMENT. 


YOUNG RADIATOR COMPANY 
DEPT. 156-C . RACINE, WIS., U.S.A. 
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terials, sales repre- 
sentation in Twin Cities and 
Box E-201. 


MEN WANTED ° 


ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTSMAN 
First class draftsman wanted by aruhf- 
tectural firm in Ohio. Box R-200. 
INTERIOR STORE DESIGNER—with 





by 

B 

ike 
Be [ 
tbegts 
retetel 





sively active in the constr. field. To ESTIMATOR-DRAFTSMAN & GEN- 
help assist in setting up a prefab ERAL ted by newly 
ten plant, Bex B22. org. constr. firm in W. Fla. Must be 
TURAL DEPARTMENT thoroughly famil. with masonry bldg. 
HEAD & ASSTS.—Progressive 1 constr. and gen. concrete work. Age, 
company, Denver, wants man to head detail educ. and exper. record, min. 
arch, design & production dept. for sal. acceptable, date avail. and refs. 
small homes work. Need not be regis- Box R-179. 
architect. Also require two young men DESIGNER—If you know store design 
with some drafting and general arch. ond want to locate yourself with firm 
exper. Will train. All should be able that is going places and that will reach 
to handle customer contacts. R-203. the top pos. in the next 5 yrs., drop 
RAFTSMEN—To us 0 line. We need you and you need 
work architect's office in Florida. us. Box R-180. 
Should be familier with ARCH. & DESIGNER—with 1965 ideas 
layouts and working drawings on apart- for So. Texas devel. company. Good 
ments, hotels and commercial struc- grawing account and interest in firm 
tures. Will pay good salaries to men for right man. Box R-181. 
eee aaeen Sees acca : ee: 
ey , estim., quantity survey, 
in interiors, constr., color and furnish- pr allee« gnc nti exper. Write 
tage, quelied prof, tech. with confidence, stating full qual., 
schooling, and 10 yre. exper. in recog- exper. and sal. desired. Excel. oppor. 
nized arch. offices. Apply for man. Box R-182. 
Office 3rd Floor, Marshall Field & Co., 
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trained and with varied exper. Perm. 
pos. Box R-188. 
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BELL TELEPHONE SYSTEM ® 












Bic telephone facilities are striking evidence 
of good planning and construction. Prospects 
will like the thought that built-in conduit is 
provided to carry telephone wires out of sight 
between the walls, Also, that outlets at convenient 
points are planned for, and ready for use as soon 
as telephones become plentiful. 


Telephone outlets make sales easier. Your Bell 
Telephone Company will be glad to co-operate 
in planning them with you. Just call the nearest 
Telephone Business Office. 























In the evolution of building design, fenestration has assumed greater This glass assures windows of outstanding beauty and clarity f0§ ‘ 
and greater importance. Window areas have become larger, more 


public buildings of all kinds . . . from clinics to recreation centet® 
functional. And the glass used to glaze them has become corre- Providing clear, undistorted vision and brilliant, polished surface 
spondingly more important. That is why so many architects rely Pittsburgh Plate Glass is available in various types and colors 
on Pittsburgh Polished Plate Glass as a glazing material today. . meet specialized needs. Architects: Elizabeth and Winston Cle 


162 The Architectural FORUM March 1946 





in public building washrooms is often determined 

the material used for walls and partitions. Carrara Struc- 
ural Glass is a modern material that permanently retains its - 

plished beauty and excellent sanitary properties. It is easy 

D keep clean. It will not check, craze, stain, nor fade. It is 

pervious to water and pencil marks. Ten colors of Carrara 

available to help the architect achieve attractive wash- 

pom designs. Architects: Marr & Holman. 


Windows of many mullions are often a desirable element of design in 

are finding many new design possibilities for en- large buildings. And Pennvernon Window Glass has consistently 

nces since the development of Herculite Tempered Plate proved itsplf eminently satisfactory for glazing the many small open- 

ass. Sturdy, handsome doors of crystal-clear Herculite help ings that such mullioned windows present, Pennvernon has a degree 

) create entrances that are distinctive and impressive. In the of darity, beauty and freedom from distortion exceptional in a sheet 

pplication shown, inner and outer doors are of Herculite, giass.’And for this reason is well suited for use in buildings such as this 
With an over-door panel of lustrous Polished Plate Glass. hospital in Richmond, Va. Architect: Baskerville & Son. 


¢ believe you will find much to interest you in our new illustrated booklet of ideas con- 

ing the use of Pittsburgh Glass in building design. Send the coupon for your free copy. 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company 

2108-6 Grant Building, Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 

Please send me, without obligation, your new 
booklet entitled: “Ideas for the Use of Pittsburgh 


* Design it better with Giese ie Building Declan” 
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Wear-Proof — Stain-Proof 
WITH COVER ENCLOSING ENTIRE SEAT 
SAVE THE FUTURE EXPENSE of toilet 
seat replacements, refinishing, repairs — in- 
stall 1-piece all-plastic San-DURO seats that 
never need refinishing, varnishing, or other 
maintenance. No chance for disease germs to 
lurk and spread on the satin-smooth, non- 
porous, non-cracking surface. When closed, 
cover encloses entire seat. Designed for use 


on regular toilet bowls, and available in 
white, ivory, and black. 


YOUR JOBBER can supply you 
— or write for complete informa- 
tion and prices, 


Left — Front Seat for 
or 
Toilet Bowls. 
less 
Regular Closed Fron nevus Oren are 
with cover 


Elorigated Open less 
cover — Stock No. 302 





164 The Architectural FORUM March 1946 


2 ath TOA AORN tA AAA RTA BN aE MRT PS 


























Dept. AF-3. 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
ORNAMENTAL METAL 
MANUFACTURERS 


209 CEDAR AVE, TAKOMA PARK . WASHINGTON 12, D.C. 















Milcor Metal Base No. 601 


+ 





Milcor Metal Casing No. 6 Milcor Metal Casing No. 60 





Milcor Window Stool No. 511 Milcor Window Steol Ne. 501 Milcor Window Stool No. 521 
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¢ industry's besy, 


e on Metal Trig, 
t er 


MircoR. 


Again Milcor is in a position to figure 
on your metal trim jobs. To offer a fund 
of information helpful in your planning. 

The pre-war trend toward metal trim 
for interior finish is now continuing 
stronger than ever. Because of the in- 
creased capacity for production of steel. 
Because of the basic advantagés of metal. 


Metal trim is permanent, sanitary, 
economical to maintain. It is fire-safe. ‘ 
It lends itself to attractive treatments 
in interior design, providing unobtru- 


' sive beauty in the modern spirit. 


There is an appropriate Milcor Metal 
Trim item for every exposed interior 
detail. Milcor, leader in this field, offers 


or 
only Milcor offers interior metal trim 
with a sound-deadening insulmat lining. 
Use Milcor Metal Trim, for credit- 
able results on all your jobs. Write for 
revised Milcor Metal Trim catalog. Or, 
see the Milcor catalog in Sweet's. 
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One of the great events of this or any other art season is the 
collection of Oceanic sculpture now on view at New York’s 
Museum of Modern Art under the title, Arts of the South Seas. 
To the average person the names of the islands are familiar 
from ‘war reports: New Guinea, New Britain, the Solomons. 
Known to few is the fact that they have produced in the past, 
and in some cases are still producing, a great primitive art 
comparable to those of all time; Cycladic, Greek, early Cretan, 
Egyptian, pre-Colombian and African Negro. This showing 
in New York is the first ever assembled in an art museum and 
presented for its esthetic merits. For years Oceanic art has 
been collected by natural history museums for the light it 
could shed on primitive cultures, and the public led to regard 
such collections merely as “curios”. Now, for the first time, 
we find more than 400 objects magnificently displayed in a 
setting so subtly and thoughtfully contrived that the spectator 
absorbs a definite impression of the culture, climate and at- 
mosphere that produced them. ¥3 

The exhibition is divided into four major sections: Australia, 
Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia. A large, simple wall 
map greets the visitor, orients him geographically, and, along 
with color, light and perspective, enables him to grasp some 


idea of the interplay of influences from one area to another. | 
Over 100 years ago Yankee traders, seamen and whalers : 

brought back curious items which they kept as souvenirs,of” - 

their voyages. These finally found their way into collections .- 


of local historical societies and ultimately into the. enth- 


nological collections of the great museums. Thus. we :find- 


that most of the Polynesian objects are loans from the muse- 
ums of the eastern seaboard and were collected hefore the 
middle of the nineteenth century. The islands of Polynesia 
have since that time been increasingly under the influence, and 
finally the domination, of the West. Now nothing is produced 
in that area that ranks with the work of the past. Melanesia 
and Micronesia, on the other hand, have retained their primi- 
tive cultures and include areas where few outsiders have pene- 
trated and where the traditional arts aré being persued to this 
day. While the Melanesian group is represented by carved 
door jambs, tall sculptured figures used for ceremonial rites, 
and intricate roof spires, Micronesia presents mostly smaller 
useful objects. An area where living is hard, the creative 
energies of the people are chaneled toward fine craftsmanship 
of everyday things. Objects in these groups were collected by 
archaeologists and anthropologists fully aware of their enor- 
mous value as clues to our own culture. 

Australian art, which springs from the most primitive of 
living peoples, contributes useful objects such as shields, 
finely ridged in geometric shapes and polished to a soft patina, 
boomerangs and some lively decorative bark paintings which 
closely resemble prehistoric cave paintings in Europe. Shields 
from the Papuan Gulf tribes form one of the finest groups and 
most effective installations (see cut). Primitive work of great 
virility is found in the New Hebrides group, including dance 
masks covered in fringed bark cloth to conceal the dancer’s 
shoulders. Work from the Sepik River—tall, impressive cere- 
monial figures and huge shields—is installed on a curved sand 
platform which winds through the art of geographically re- 
lated areas. The relationship of crafts is clearly seen not only 
in the room containing the platform but also through large 
openings which reveal work from other sections. 

The Museum of Modern Art deserves great credit for 
sponsoring this exhibition, and Mr. Rene d’Harnancourt for 
directing it. Dr. Ralph Linton and Dr. Paul Wingert col- 
laborated during eighteen months of selection and assembly 
of this eollection which lifts from obscurity one of the world’s 
great primitive arts. D.D.S. 
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Retrospective shows are often’ so laboriously. complete that 
one is apt to wish the painter had less storage space at his 
disposal, but in the comprehensiveness of the Lyonel Feininger 
exhibit, which filled two New York galleries during January 
and February, the spectator could trace with pleasure the 
emergence of the poet, his rejection of established cubist 
cliches no longer necessary to him. Feininger gives us his 
world which we vaguely ‘recognize as our own, but to him 
it is much more begutiful. and significant. His symbols for 
the furnishings of the world are as graphic and interpretable 
as the musical notes and mathematical signs which, along 
with painting, are his absorption. 

Feininger’s architectural approach appears in all his com- 
positions—in a series of arctic watercolors where vast and 
serene spaces are made habitable by the presence of becalmed 
schooners and the artist’s symbols for clouds and figures and 
more specifically in his recent city studies where his oils have 
muted colors ribbed and reinforced by a skeletal gridwork of 
steel-fine black lines revealing an essential element of the 
city’s make-up (see cut). Whether Feininger uses oil or 
watercolor, the technique is much the same—large, angular 
planes, close in color and value, with dark or light lines drawn 
in as emphasis on rigging or a setting sun. Whether he paints 
northern waters or urban chasms, Feininger finds spacious- 
ness—projects it in echoless colors, sweeping angularity and 
highly refined simplification, all of which render the word 
“abstract” too cold a definition for so sensitive an art. C.T. 





David $. Geer, Edward W. —_ and Genrye Matsumoto win first prize in Chicago's city planning competition. 

x Based on the philosophy expounded in E 
Saarinen’s book The City, the wini 
entry in the Better Chicago Compe 
presents in diagrammatic form onl 
principles of modern planning and t 
application to Chicago’s needs. Prep 
for publication in the Herald-American) 
foes SaaS competed ee le 
trative panels and as such will ¢ 
be turned over to the Chicago Plan | 
mission. Three sections deal resp 
with (1) the needs which prompt plani 
(2) Chicago’s specific problems and (3); 
tentative general solution. As a whole 
presents a continuous graphic argumes 
building from simple ideas to more com 
plex planning concepts. Panels shown her 
are typical examples taken from the tf 
consecutive sections. 


WHY PLAN? 
“WE ALL HAVE TWO SETS OF W. 


-1. Plenty of space: light and air. : 
Healthy surroundings: access to sports. 


2. Convenience to work: nearby sh 
Handy entertainment: social ties. 

AS THINGS STAND CHICAGOANS A 
FORCED TO CHOOSE BETWEEN ONI 
OR THE OTHER! 


City life satisfies one set of wants; su 

ban life the other. 

THE ONLY WAY TO GET ALL 

THINGS WE WANT IS BY WORKE 

TOGETHER,.TO PRODUCE A NE 

CITY AND A NEW COMM 

PATTERN. 

THIS IS PLANNING 
PLANNING BEGINS WITH THE INDE) 
VIDUAL FAMILY!” 

Succeeding panels in this section tal 
planning from the basic family 
through to an integrated city. The plate a 
left shows the community. 


AND NOW CHICAGO 
“CHICAGO HOLDS AND MUST KEEP A’ 
TOP PLACE AMONG AMERICAN CITIES! 
IT HAS— 

A key geographical position 

Air, lake and highway transportation 

A vast railroad center 

Rich agricultural surroundings 

Many industrial satellites 

Traditionally brilliant business enterp 
These have attracted commerce, i 

and people 


BUT IT ALSO HAS— 

Too many people for the land 

High crime and delinquency rates 

Huge slum areas 

Unintegrated rail facilities 

Stinking midtown stockyards 

Heavily congested traffic : 
These are driving people and industry away.” 


168 The Architectural FORUM March 1946 





; 
a 
‘ 
z 
. 





4 





Eventual open plan 


The third and conclusive section is con- 
cerned with detailed solutions to the broad 
problems posed in the preceding group of 
plates and culminates in a tentative master 
plan. Also included are cost figures to back 
up the Saarinen arguments for his new 
city plus suggestions for actual procedure. 
The introduction reads like a rule book for 
citizen participation: 

IT GAN BE DONE! 

“SOUND RESULTS WILL EVOLVE ONLY 
WHEN THERE 1S AN INDEPENDENT 
ORGANIZATION CARRYING OUT CON- 
TINUOUS PLANNING AND RESEARCH 
ON ALL ASPECTS OF THE PROBLEMS 
OF GREATER CHICAGO 

WHERE? : 

Start at the point of least resistance—frst 
where vacant land is being laid out, then 
where slum decay is beyond patching. 
WHO? 

You; 

Your neighborhood council ; 

Your municipal government ; 

Your state government, and— 

A NEW GREATER CHICAGO LEGISLA- 


. TIVE BODY 


—elected by you 
All advised by a vigorous new— 
GREATER CHICAGO PLANNING BODY 
HOW? 


Stimulating incentives for business and 
industry 


Informed citizen participation.” 


The first chart shown above illustrates 
clearly the economy of a planned street 
system and protected neighborhoods as 
compared with the haphazard gridiron 
street pattern which now dominates our 
cities. Although 26 per cent less paved 
area is used in the planned system, sub- 
stantially lowering building and mainte- 
nance costs, the flow of traffic is not sacri- 
ficed. Instead, convenience and speed of 
vehicular movement is greatly increased 
while the added advantage of much open 
space makes for pleasanter living. Cost of 
providing utilities is also reduced to a sur- 
prising degree when the streets are not 
crowded together. 

The panel below climaxes the series by 
showing how Chicago would look if laid 
out according to a planned system. Com- 
munities, made up of smaller neighbor 
hoods are separated from each other ‘by 
wide greenbelts. Thus open space, trees 
and parks flow through the entire city 
rather than being a luxury of the suburbs. 
Industry and business are also scattered 
throughout the city for convenient access 
from residential zones, although a greater 
concentration is of necessity placed on the 
waterfront. A simplified pattern of through 
highways and railroads provide speedy 
transportation and are supplemented by 
feeder roads leading to communities and 
business areas. 





Durable, maintenance-free walls and roofs . . . low 
in cost .. . can’t rot... can't rust .. . can’t burn 


TREAMLINE and simplify your 

construction in the Age of 

Wings with Johns-Manville Cor- 
rugated Transite! 

Low in cost and adaptable to 
every type of modern building, 
Corrugated Transite offers a way 
to save money both on construc- 
tion and maintenance. 

The large fireproof sheets—with 
their unusual strength increased 
by corrugations—permit a mini- 
mum of framing. Quickly installed, 


they require little or no upkeep. 
They're made of asbestos and ce- 
mient, practically indestructible 
materials. 

Attractive stone-gray in color, 
Transite can be used alone or in 
combination with other building 
materials. And when need for al- 
terations arises, the sheets are ' 
practically 100% salvageable. 

For more facts, send for illus- 
trated brochure. Johns-Manville, 
22 E. 40th St., New York 16, N.Y. 


EASY TO SAW 


170 The Architectural FORUM March 1946 





For Better Air Conditioning 


AY cbadlisonkig: can be a marvel of com- 
fort. Or it can literally be a pain in the 
. and the pocketbook, too. 

ers dipcaltble, trouble-free air condi- 
tioning . . . that dehumidifies*, circulates, 
filters, and ventilates the air as well as cools* 
it. . . turn to G. E. 

The G-E reputation in air conditioning is 
something you can depend on. When G-E 


equipment is properly installed, you'll get 


the kind of air conditioning you specify. 
For heating, too, gas or oil .. . steam heat, 
hot water or warm conditioned air, for homes 
or small commercial buildings . . . specify 
G. E. for economical, efficient performance. 
General Electric Company, Air Conditioning 
Department, Section 6133, Bloomfield, N. J. 
*G-E winter air conditioning humidifies and warms the air. 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


Complete Air Conditioning | 








































RECEPTOR — Semi-flat 
standard type precast Stone- 
tex; slipproof, leakproof, 
aonabsorbent. Brass drain 
for 2” waste connection cast 
_ integral with receptor. 
VALVES — Individual com. 
pression valves with arm 
and shower head. 


ACCESSORIES—Curtain 
and soap dish. 


Redesigned along modern lines with improved construction 
features. The Fiat tension locking joint is used on all four corners 
and in joining the side walls with the receptor. No 
screws are used in any of these joints. This construction speeds 
erection on the job and assures a watertight shower 
cabinet with unusual strength and rigidity. 


FIAT METAL MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
1205 Roscoe St., Chicago 13, til. 
21-45 Borden Ave., Long Island City 1,N.¥. ¢ 3250. Son Gabriel Bivd., Pasadena 8, Calif, 
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BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE, edited by Robert B. Mitchell. The 


_ the historic attractions of the “urban way of life.” “We must”, © 











om tat AOA CLLRS eM RRNA ATE Ta 


Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Sciences, © 
hil. hia, Pa. » 1945. 214 pp. 6% in. by 9% In. © 








“Planning a city .. .” The words have been around now for | 
a quarter of a century and have meant all things to many 
people. Everyone is aware that city building will be one of 
the great public issues of the next decade—the preoccupation | 
of citizen and specialist alike—and the louder concera of 
politicians. Assembling a valuable collection of viewpoints 
in this one-topic issue, The Annals hails what it foresees as a 
“renaissance of urbanism”—the coming-of-age of ideas of 7 
city form. 

City Planning, already dignified with capitals and the tra- 
dition of a profession, reaches a fuller definition in this vol- 
ume. Presumed to incorporate civic design, architecture, civil 
economy and the breath of philosophic humanism, this syn- 
optic activity translates as design in the complete sense— © 
design as the deliberate coordination of all civic influences — 
for ends of human gratification. Not without lyricism Charles 
S. Ascher, (What are Cities For?), calls it “the greatest and 
most encompassing of our arts.” F 

The city celebrated in these essays is neither the City of 7 
Dreadful Night nor the City of Daydream. It is significant 
that in their practicality, these authors are concerned with 


ih Saba ABER RID 8 A Aten ono ao 


wee 


i 


il 


says Ascher, “with faith and imagination rethink our cities 
from the ground up in the light of a true understanding of 
what cities are for.” 

We can shape our environment and redeem the promises of 
city life, Contemporary technology, which threatens to destroy 
our existing material environment, also puts a new environ- 
ment within our reach. Myers S. McDougal, (Municipal ! 
Land Policy and Control), promises a “new kind of environ- ~ 
ment with an efficiency and richness in the production of basic 
human values hitherto undreamed of . . .” It can be accom- 
plished financially. “Our fiscal resources are amenable to all © 
needed control”. It is now known that there are no real 
obstacles when all levels of government are drawn upon. It 
can be organized administratively. “What is required is a ~ 
new kind of administration which will cover the whole of a © 
functionally interdependent area.” Victor Jones, (Government ~ 
in the Future City) points out that there are at least 140 cities 
in the United States, ranging in population from 53,000 to i 

% 
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10,500,000, that are not politically organized as cities. 

All this—if we will. In actual practice, as most of these 
articles point out, we have made only the most partial and 7 
petty use of the available planning tools. As New York i 
Comptroller Joseph D. McGoldrick, (City Building and © 
Renewal), acidly remarks, “Many cities have made postwar i 
plans, and somehow the (Continued on page 176) 7 
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Soot fall during the heating 
season in highly industrialized 
communities runs as high as 
2,000 tons per square mile 
per month, 


Besides polluting the air we 
breathe, smok 

by depriving us of sunshine 
during winter months when 
we need it most! 


Central Heating of American 
cities is long overdue. Steam 
from a central source is just 
as practical as water, gas, 
or electricity. 





Oeutrat ' 





Heating- 


the first step in SMOKE ABATEMENT 


e@ prot 
ES. GE 


Central Heating, universally applied, should be a 
nestly seeking the best weapon to fight the smoke 
menace. Large, modern steam plants, equipped with 
the latest automatic devices for efficient fuel com- 
bustion and serving large districts, will practically 
eliminate the clouds of smoke now hanging over 
our cities, which come from the thousands of indi- 


’ vidual chimneys. Modern methods of steam distri- 


bution— piping steam safely at any desired high 
pressure, now make Central Heating practical for 
any application—be it an entire city, an industrial 


or commercial area, a large housing project or a 
small real estate development. 


Ric-wil has many case histories and project studies 
on Central Heating in its files. If smoke abatement 
is YOUR problem, we can help you. 


— 


Elimination of individually fired furnaces cam 
do more than any ether one thing to solve the 
1 on a city-wide basis! 
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DELANY FLUSH 
VALVE equipped with No. 50 
DELANY VACUUM BREAKER 


oyne & Delai Uae 
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to Decide Winners 


of Magic Chef, 
“Design Competition 


The ARCHITECTURAL FORUM, sponsor of the Magic 
Chef Design Competition, has named an eminent board of 
judges to decide the winners of the $18,000 cash prizes for the 
best designed gas range of tomorrow. 


tigen 













8 yah % 


This board consists of four of America’s most prominent 
architects and a leading home economist. A record of the 
personal ability and fame of these individual judges would 
fill a book; hence, it must suffice to say that collectively- they 
represent a board whose fitness for the important task assigned 
ee ee 
the United States. 


The overwhelming number of contestants from all walks of 
life who have entered this competition is assurance that the 
designs submitted will represent a cross-section of American 
opinion almost impossible to obtain by any other method— 
The highly skilled board of judges assures an impartial selec- 
tion of winners based strictly on the merit of the designs 
submitted—The ultimate hope—A finer, more beautiful, more 
efficient Magic Chef than ever before—Truly the gas range of 
tomorrow, ready to play its part in a world that will be filled 
with the wonders of Gas. 


AMERICAN STOVE COMPANY 
4301 Perkins Ave. © Cleveland 3, Ohio 


NEW YORK * ATLANTA * PHILADELPHIA * CHICAGO 
CLEVELAND « ST. LOUIS « LOS ANGELES 





























RED WHEEL GAS RANGES AND HEAVY DUTY GAS COOKING EQUIPMENT 


— 3 




















For most effective wood preservation, the chemicals 
must be forced deep into the wood. American Lumber 

- & Treating Company obtain this deep penetration by 
the vacuum-pressure method in closed steel cylinders. 
Dipping, brushing on, or other makeshift methods 
can’t begin to give comparable results. So, when you 
‘buy treated lumber, remember to say, “pressure- 
treated” . . . it's best! 


Whalever your, needs — 


AMERICAN LUMBER GIVES YOU ALL 3 


7. Wolmanized Lumber* — protects 
against decay and termite attack. 

2. Minalith—fire-retardant: 

S&S. Creosoted lumber. 


1647 McCORMICK BUILDING, CHICAGO 4, ILLINOIS 
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impression has got around that these have involved some city 
planning. Planning a highway system for a city is not the 
same as planning a city with, among other needs, a highway 
system.” 

Breadth of outlook characterizes the best of the 17 essays 
published in this volume. To McDougal, the land policy of a 
community, like its policy with respect to any resource, should 
be engineered to gear with a total policy, that is “designed to 
further to the utmost the efforts of its people to secure for 
themselves all the basic values for which the community 
exists.” In contemporary democratic society, he goes on to say, 
these commonly are, “a wider sharing of power, respect, 
knowledge, income, safety, health and character and of all 
the other values that contribute to the dignity of the individual 
and the possibilities of his maturing his latent talents, with 
discrimination, into socially valued expression.” 

Are such statements of aim irrelevent? Catherine Bauer, 
(Good Neighborhoods), points out that the “broader implica- 
tions of the neighborhood concept” reveal a primary omission 
in much past and current planning talk. Take, for example, 
“the critical question of class and race relations in a democ- 
racy; the interplay between environment patterns on the one 
hand and increased leisure and minimum standards of econ- 
omic security on the other...” Are not these matters germane 
to the task?, she asks. Are they not “much more fundamental 
than such frayed questions as curved versus straight streets, 
flat versus peaked roofs, superblocks, orientation, school- 
to-home distance, and apartments versus row houses. versus 
single family dwellings versus trailers? A dictionary defini- 
tion of ‘civic’ is ‘proper to the citizen’: we cannot plan neigh- 
borhoods without a broad and progressive civic philosophy as 
to what really constitutes a “good neighborhood.” 

Even more easily delimited topics should contain further- 
ranging assayings. Harold M. Mayer, (Emerging Develop- 
ments in Intercity Transportation), brings such perceptions 
to the question of locating terminals. Mayer points out that 
inefficient terminal patterns do more than boost transportation 
cost. Lack of terminal coordination in many of the larger 
cities greatly hampers the development of a more logical and 
functionally efficient city pattern of land use. Specifically, 
Mayer recommends the use of extensive railroad areas in the 
center of cities for low cost housing construction where 
blighted neighborhoods are prohibitively difficult to assemble. 

Although arranged under conditions of magazine publica- 
tion with little opportunity for consultation among the authors, 
Building for the Future has considerable unity and, despite 
a few routine items, the articles have real theoretical value. 
Chauncey D. Harris and Edward L. Ullman, geographers, who 
describe the city as “the focal point in the occupation and the 
utilization of the earth by man”, provide a new synthetic ap- 
proach to city development patterns in their exposition of the 
“multi-center” principle. Bernhard J. Stern, in the course of a 
provocative statement of The Challenge of Advancing Tech- 
nology looks forward to a period when even location will be a 
“free” choice for the founders of cities. 

The chief value of such summary analyses, limited as to 
detail reference as they must be, is in the blocking out of 
an approach to city planning fundamentals. The basic 
“Whither’s” and “Why’s?” must be asked and asked again. 
In a philosophy of functionalism, no design, however large, 
can be planned in purely formal terms. Planning intentions— 
the life satisfactions of people—are the necessary reference 
points without which too many planners work with an illogic 
they would not apply to the blue-print of a trolley car. M.B. 

(Continued on page 180) 








.-The Most Revealing Home 


Building Survey Ever Made 


THE FACTS ARE IMPORTANT...because the 
WPB found,’in its survey conducted in April 
1944, that of those who said they would build or 
buy a home when materials and manpower are 
available, two-thirds were families with children. 


THE FACTS. ARE RIGHT.. 
families with children defini 
build, buy or modernize a home in the near 


. because ONLY 





and “blue-sky” dreaming were completely elim- 
inated. Many of these families have already 
bought lots, or have a substantial portion of the 
cash for their home set aside, or both. We be- 
lieve this‘ is the most helpful home building 
‘survey ever made—going more deeply, more in- 
# timately into the needs and wants of families 

‘with, children. It discloses a demand for many 

‘unsuspected needs in‘new houses which are not 
eS ee ee ee 








home-building market. 


THE FACTS ARE YOURS—You'll find them 
invaluable helps—if you sell building 


materials 
or home equipment ...if you are a builder or 
contractor. 


THE FACTS ARE FREE —Get your copy of the 
’ Magazine Home Building Survey Book, 
Pre Kind of Homes Do Families With Chil- 


ant.” Call or write: 





FAMILY HOME DEPARTMENT 


PARENTS  nscazive 


52 VANDERBILT AVE., NEW YORK 17 
CHICAGO + BOSTON + ATLANTA + SAN FRANCISCO 
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20% RETURN 


ON THIS INVESTMENT IN WINKLER STOKERS 





A Winkler Stoker installation is not only a sure way 
toi improve heating comfort or manufacturing effi- 

. it is also a safe investment remarkable 
for the size of its return in cash and labor savings. 


The high regard for good engineering and pre- 
CHIEF ENGINEER WRITES cision workmanship which won five Army-Navy 
“The No. SS Winkler Stoker Re “Ee” awards for the three Winkler plants is evident 
stalled in the Queen City Club in 1943 has given in every detail of Winkler automatic coal-burning 
inasmuch asithas | equipment. It is the reason why Winkler Stokers 


ved approxima’ 42 tons of coal year, 
pee repay EEE ok ned make a ee en oe wee in build- 
the coal bill. Figured on an investment basis, ings of every character. 
the Club is receiving a 20% return on the 


These stokers shiilien aka, annhen sidhaue- 

ant neces the Club purchased a second ing with rugged durability. There is no shear pin 
had oe of = in a Winkler—its fully aut 

By By nnd aoe here gives full protection against overload. Its Econo- 

“It is an easy job to look after these stokers mizer Burner is noted for design features which 

eat 3 ead mat do hon band hel cena minimize segregation of coal sizes, provide for 

Aso, never have to worry about keeping the correct air distribution and in general improve 

ealen of the Wisitiee dots tiie terse aay COMDustion elicionry. 

. onl: The purchaser of a Winkler has his investment 

fire occasionally and the Winkler dothe | Protected in three ways. First—a nation-wide Dis- 

rest. There has never been any service work tributor organization trained and equipped to give 





cotati . service. Second—the backing of a company with 
chene sin cncueke* — excellent financial rating and complete ‘eaiedioe- 
QUEEN CITY CLUB turing facilities. Third—a guarantee on the prod- 
(signed) Herman Hoff uct itself. 
Chief Engineer 





FULLY AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION—NO SHEAR PIN! 
When the screw load exceeds a predetermined torque, the 
Winkler Automatic Safety Release disconnects the transmis- 
sion from the drive shaft, then momentarily re-engages it. If 
the obstruction is rock or slate, two or three re-engagemerits 
will, in most cases, crush it. If the feed screw is permanently 
locked, the hanism is fully d even though it runs 
for hours. Upon removal of the obstruction, the Winkler re- 
sumes normal operation. 


WINKLER 
jelly automatic STOKERS 


U.S. Ded CORPORATION, Dept. N13, Lebanon, Ind. 
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PAUL KLEE, Edited by Margaret Miller. Museum of Modern Art, - ; 


New York. 69 pp. Illustrated. 7/2 in. x 10% In. $2.25. 
Consistent with the high standard of this museum’s publica- 


tions is the latest book on the works of the versatile Swiss ~ 


painter, Paul Klee, who died in 1940. In addition to extracts — 
from the artist’s journal and some of his own opinions on 7 


creation, there is included an introduction by Alfred H. Barr, 


Jr., and two articles by James Johnson Sweeney and Julia { 


and Lyonel Feininger. Because of current production limita- 
tions, only two color plates are included but both of these 
are admirable reproductions. In leafing through the paintings, 
the reader cannot help but be impressed by the mutability of 
quality and technique and the same pitying derision of man- 


kind that can be found in the more psychogenic works of 7 


William Steig.- Although Klee was accepted by the surrealist 
group in Paris he was never a true member of the movement. 
Mr. Barr, however, describes his painting as “perhaps the 
finest realization of the surrealist ideal of an art which appears 
to be purely of the imagination, untrammeled by reason or 
the outer world of empirical experience . . . But there are-in 
Klee’s work qualities other than the naive, the artless and 
the spontaneous. Frequently the caricaturist which he might 
have been emerges in drawings which smile slyly at human 
pretentiousness. In evaluating Klee’s place in art, Mr. 
Sweeney says that after 1917 he developed “a calligraphic 
expression, sensitive to the most delicate suggestions of 
the nervous system, responsive to the most subtle uncon- 
scious associations . . . This was the Klee who was to per- 
severe in scrupulous craftsmanship and yet grow in inven- 
tion, lightness of touch and richness of texture . . . Yesterday, 
in a blind, self-satisfied world, Klee was forced to withdraw 
into himself to protect the sensibility his art cultivated. To- 
morrow will find Klee’s work a delicate distillation of those 
qualities most‘ needed to give life to a renewed art in a 
renewed world.” Its future rests, of course, with posterity 
but few will deny that this artist painted with a lyricism and 
sensibility lacking in many of his contemporaries. M.S: 


HOUSING IN THE UNITED STATES: Prcblems and Policy. Catherine 
Bauer. 28 pp. 10 cents. International Labour Office, Montreal. 
This is an excellent resume of work dodne under the United 
States Housing Act, of war housing experience and a clear- 
cut analysis of the problems to be faced in the big house- 
building period just ahead. Miss Bauer’s ability to isolate 
the basic issues involved is so well-known as to need no under- 
lining here. Those who are still befuddled by the obscuring 
controversy over “private versus public” effort would do well 
to expose themselves to her point of view summed up in the 
following words: “Clearly, there can be neither a universal 
housing market, nor balanced modern communities, nor effi- 
cient metropolitan areas, nor fully developed regional re- 
sources, without a great deal of ‘mixed enterprise’ in a variety 
of forms, with business and government and the citizen-con- 
sumer each performing whatever role it can handle most 
effectively.” L.C. 


HOUSING GOALS, ‘The National Housing Agency 33 pp. 


Prepared for distribution to the mayors of some 400 cities, 
this booklet is well worth a careful reading by anybody con- 
cerned with housebuilding. The National Housing Agency 
has consistently emphasized that local communities must take 
the initiative in surveying housing needs and in mobilizing 
public and private resources back of a comprehensive pro- 
gram. Drawing upon its experience, NHA offers some specific 
suggestions about how to do the job. L.C. 
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He built this hose before the war oat put in windows of 


Alcoa Aluminum. They are “windows of new opportunity” 
for you in days ahead. 

Because this and other homes have shown that alumi- 
num windows will never rust, rat, or warp. They always 
oper easily and smoothly without sticking or jamming. 
And no painting is required. 

Right now, availability from window manufacturers is 
limited. But, put Alcoa Aluminum windows on your list 
of better things home builders want in the future. They 
will help sell your houses. 


Note: And don’t stop with aluminum windows! There | 


are many other places in the home where Alcoa Aluminum 
is the best choice. For instance, sills and thresholds, 
screens and storm sash, railings and venetian blinds, 
moldings and hardware. 

What you can do with any other metal, you can often do 
better with Alcoa Aluminum. Investigate this versatile metal. 
Atuminum Company or America, 2166 Gulf Building, 
Pittsburgh 19, Penna. Sales offices in leading cities. 
























They help sell from the inside out, too, with their 
wide glass area and obvious ease of cleaning. 











te i ALCOe ALUMINUM 











in tomorrow's inferior 


Veen fabric over Foamex’ cushioning 


N*” you can let yourself go “out of this world” on 
luxurious color and comfort—and stay “down to 
earth” on upkeep. Firestone’s perfect seating team— 
Velon upholstery fabric and Foamex cushioning—make 
your dreams practical. 


Design the interior around unusual color —Velon fabric 
stays fresh-and new in softest pale tints or bold, glowing 
tones because dirt and grease can’t penetrate its non- 
porous threads, acids and alkalis can’t stain them, nor 
can sun fade or change the. color. And Velon:can be 
quick-cleaned with a dampened in water or clean- 
ing fluid. No matter what the’ texture or weave, homo- 
geneous Velon threads won’t scuff or snag. The fabric’s 
so resilient it stays smooth, can’t buckle, bag or “grow” 
out of shape when upholstered over deep cushioning. 


J 


Listen to the Voice of Firestone, Mondey E 





ings Over NEC 
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Design the interior around unusual form—Foamex 
cushioning gives more comfort with a fraction of the 
bulk and thickness of old-style upholstery innards. It’s 
one, simple, welded-together material that replaces 
springs and stuffing, makes revolutionary design in seat- 
ing practical. Foamed of millions of tiny air-and-latex 
cells, Foamex floats folks in blissful relaxation with gen- 
tle, cradling support. Each cell is a perfect cushion, an 
air-breathing ventilator; keeps seating fresh and cool. 


Specify this amazing seating combination. Write Fire- 
stone, Akron, for information if your regular sources 
cannot supply you. Firestone will be glad to send them 
samples of Velon yarns and Foamex cushioning with 
full technical advice. 
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Comfort and convenience bulk 
large in a prospect's estimation of 
ahome. Many builders have found 
that “heating by Crane” gives their 
sale a running start and more than 
that, helps keep homes sold by 
freeing home owners from cold 
weather worries. 


And because the Crane line in- 
cludes complete equipment for 
every type of home heating, it per- 
mits: flexibility in your planning. 
You can choose boilers in a wide 
variety of sizes particularly de- 
signed to burn coal, oil or gas. 
You have a selection of furnaces 
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adapted to these fuels. You can 
specify radiators or convectors or 
if you want the latest in home 
heating, you may want to consider 
the new Crane Radiant Baseboard 
Heating soon to be in production. 

‘The Crane line also provides oil 
burners, stokers,: controls, water 
specialties, pipe, valves and fittings 
—everything for home heating. 

Crane heating is now in produc- 
tion—naturally, the demand today 
exceeds the supply of all types of 
heating, so we suggest that you 
discuss your plans with your Heat- 
ing Contractor or Crane Branch. 


CRANE CO., GENERAL OFFICES: 
836 S. MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO 5 


PLUMBING + HEATING PUMPS 
VALVES * FITTINGS + PIPE 


NATION-WIDE SERVICE THROUGH BRANCHES, WHOLESALERS, PLUMBING AND HEATING CONTRACTORS 
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IT’S WEATHERPROOF. Before 














FIREPROOF. 
nis eee eee eta ce ctntaehans Wren thds Sheathing fireproof, helps protect gll kinds of frame construction. 
amazing -gypsum core, U-S-G* Sheathing “Weathers Siding can be brick, wood, asbestos, stucco or stone . . . need 
all Weather” . . . piled on the job or nailed to the framework. for building paper is elimi i. Available in limited iti 








; CUTS SHEATHING COSTS Ys TO Ya Cut and nailed 
right on the studs. In 1,504 aq. ft. of this 
pe NF sean hs Pye tae Oo m hah ome Sursie", 


panel 
equivalent of 165 in. of rain, with a lateral deflection of just 1.125 in. can be easily handled by one man. . . practically no waste. 


*Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


ASK YOUR U-S-G SALESMAN FOR TEST-IT-YOURSELF SAMPLES AND MERCHANDISING HELPS 


United States Gypsum 























Gypsum 





Lime 


For Building « For Industry 


Steel - Insulation + Roofing + Paint 


Snead MOBIL 


ALLS 


KEEP THIS PLANT EFFICIENT 


Recognizing that change is inevitable, Snead Mobilwalls 
were selected as standard equipment for the offices and 
factory of the Buffalo plant of Curtiss-Wright Corp. by 
the architects, AlbertKalin, Associated Architects and 
Engineers. The extreme flexibility and mobility of Snead 


Mobilwalls has permitted many changes to be made... 


overnight without interfering with production. All radi- 


SNEAD & Company... 


ator covers, wall linings, and partition walls are Snead 
Type “SF”. 

Snead Mobilwalls have expedited greatly the reconver- 
sion of many plants. With Mobilwalls change is simple, 
quick, and inexpensive. All parts are reusable without 
waste. No dirt, muss or paint. Get details. Write, wire 
or phone. 


FOUNDED 1849 





Since 1849, the Snead symbol 
of lasting beaty, quality and 


Sales Office: 94 Pine Street, JRESEY CITY 4, N. J. 
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and erectors of library bookstacks and steel partitions 


Main Office and Plant: ORANGE, VA. 
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A NEW LOOK AT THE KITCHEN: Second of two articles in which the bedrock facts of kitchen work are analyzed by two women from the 
women’s point of view for the consideration of masouline experts on the subject. 


Beneath its bland enamel surfaces, the modern 
kitchen is the scene of surprisingly sharp con- 
troversy which crops up in the most unlikely 
places. Both Mrs. Heiner and Miss McCul- 
lough* are well aware of this and are therefore 
not surprised that any examination of such 
features as doors and drawers leads smack into 
the issue of functional order versus surface 
neatness. Thus, to take a categorical stand 
against conventional doors (as being, for in- 
stance, a threat to heads and fingers) is to col- 
lide with many a housewife who wants to be 
able to close a.door on anything not in use. 
Similarly, to argue that a slotted rack is a 
better way of storing paring knives and egg- 
beaters does. not necessarily change the mind 
of the woman who wants them out of sight. 
Therefore, although they incline to a place 
for everything and everything in its place, 
Heiner and McCullough are far from dogmatic 
on the subject. They take the position that 
any type of kitchen equipment imposes a cer- 
tain discipline on the housewife: that each 
operation in the preparation and serving of a 


meal has its own internal pattern: and that the" 


equipment which conforms most closely to this 
pattern will get the housewives’ vote. 

It was on this basis that the concept of four 
work centers was evolved—range and mix 
centers (shown last month) and the sink and 
serve centers illustrated here. The operations 
at each of these centers were then carefully 
analyzed, the equipment and supplies tabu- 
lated, and the required space for their storage 
computed. From such data the physical shape 
of the equipment for each center was evolved. 
The need for flexibility has been met by as- 
sembling the component elements into a variety 
of units for each center. But kitchen work 
is circular, like a clockface, with the house- 
wife moving from one phase to the next. And 
though the sequence may be the same in all 
households, the actual layout will vary with 
the space available, housewifes’ preferences, 
etc. In recognition of this, the Heiner and 
McCullough units are designed for a wide 
variety of combinations. 

Neither Mrs. Heiner nor Miss McCullough 
are anti-gadget when it comes to kitchen equip- 
ment, but they do feel-strongly that a safe, 
labor-saving kitchen involves more than mech- 




















UNDER-SINK STORAGE COMPARTMENT. The sink itself 
raised certain questions which could not, with the limits of 
this research, be solved. The average urban family in the 
$2,000 to $3,000 income group is not apt to have either-a_ 
mechanical dishwasher nor garbage grinder. Hence Heiner" 
and McCullough had to provide for’ traditional dishwashing 
and clean-up equipment and supplies. The.logigal.place for 
this was obviously under the sink. But many housewives, they 
were aware, prefer to sit while working at the.sink: for such 
cases they: have provided the alternative solutions shown 
overpage to fit alongside the sink. The under-sink unit is 
designed for the accepted 36 in. counter height and assumes 
a shallow-bowl sink: a deeper one would either raise the 
counter too high for the average woman or reduce the space 
available for storage underneath it. In any case, in the inter- 
ests of motion economy, the researchers recommend an 18 in. 

. depth from front to back, with a horizontal tool panel be- 
tween splashboard and window sill. 
















SINK GENTER: three units to case the work load at the kitchen’s busiest point. 





ALTERNATIVE SOLUTION to the under-sink storage com- 
partment, the unit at right accommodates all dishwashing and 
clean-up equipment and supplies. It also provides for all 
ten of the sink-first cooking utensils as well as for sixteen 
accessory tools—paring knives, apple corers, etc.—on the 





horizontal panel at the back of the counter. This unit would 
presumably be used alongside a conventional open sink by 





the woman who prefers to sit while working there. A variation Vi 
of this unit (right, below) accommodates only the sink-first eqetabte 
utensils and tools. This would be used in conjunction with 
the under-sink storage unit or with a sink which included 
dishwasher and garbage disposer. Neither of these two units 
provide for the storage of sink-first foods. Provision for the 
23 items of packaged foods used first at the sink center is 
made in the wall unit shown on facing page, and in the Swing 


Storage cabinet also at the mix center units shown last Dishwashing 
Obviously, the storage of fruits and vegetables would be hanas en 


either at or adjacent to the sink center. Perishables like let- 
tuce or meats would be stored in the refrigerator: others like 
apples, onions or potatoes, while not requiring refrigeration, 
would demand special ventilation. The storage of such foods 
will be the subject of a later research by Mrs. Heiner and 
“Miss McCullough. 


SIMK-FIRST PANEL: (Below) A 24 in. by 78 in. panel, 
identical in size and shape with the panel for hanging range- 
first utensils, may be placed vertically at the side of the sink, 
horizontally over it or opposite the sink in a narrow kitchen. 
The panel readily meets the three requirements set up for ef- 
fective storage. It will accommodate the ten utensils and six- 
teen small accessory tools used first at the sink. Each of these 
is hung individually and placed according to weight and fre- 
quency of use; those most used occupying the central position 
on the panel. A slotted rack accommodates all of the knives, 
the sharpener, the scissors and a plate scraper. A hanging 
shelf holds the three measuring devices and a large-size 
reamer. The panel would require the under-sink cabinet or 
its equivalent as an accessory storage center for the cleaning 
supplies and dishwashing equipment. 


Note: All vertical dimensions in 
Heiner-McCullough suggestions 
are based on average woman 
5 ft. 4 in. tall. 


— >) 


ITEMS TO BE STORED AT SINK CENTER 


These adjustable sliding shelves 
push tack to clean doors when closed 


Ly] 
Mra 
ee 














PACKAGED FOODS 23 ; bar Hea plang 
Canned medium pkg. soap granules 
ad 1 medium pkg. flakes 

15 Ib. pkg. soap flakes 

1 2¥2 lb. pkg. washing soda 

1 pkg.. paper towels 


3 canned milk 

3 canned soup 

2 canned fish—shell fish 
1 can cocoa 





1 (10 tb. pkg.) pet food Glass 1 

Glass. 0 1 qt. ammonia 

Cartons 13 UTENSILS 35 
2 pkg.-.(1'4B:) prunes Top of Stove Cooking 10 
1 pkg. currants Regular use 


1 pkg. raisins 

2 pkg. (1 Ib.) 3 navy beans 
1 pkg. dried peas 

1 pkg. rice 

3 pkg. gelatin puddings 

2 pkg. bouillon cubes 


CLEANING SUPPLIES 12 
Cartons 


1 Stew pot—6 quart 

1 Sauce pan—4/ quart 

1 Stew kettle—4 quart 

1 Sauce pan—3 quart or 
1 Sauce pan—2 quart 

1 Sauce pan—1 quart 

1 Double boiler—2 quart 
1 Teapot—6 cup 

il 1 Coffee pot—6 cup 





1 coarse cleansing powder Occasional use 

1 fine cleansing powder 1 Stew kettle—2-3 gallon 

1 pkg. steel wool pads Measuring Equipment 3 
1 drain cleaner 1 Glass measure—1 quart 

1 bar white soap 1 Glass measure—1 pint 
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‘ood Cleaning 
1 Plate scraper 


1 Glass measure—1 cup 
and Straining 1 


1. Brush—setiff 

1 Brush—soft 

1 Funnel 

1 Colander 

1 Strainer—iarge 
1 Tea strainer 


Cutting, Juicing to 


1 Scissors 

2 Paring knives 

1 French type slicing knife 

1 Hard wood cutting board 

1 Steel or carborundum 

1 Apple corer 

1 Floating biade vegetable knife 
1 Can and bottle opener 

1, Fruit reamer or extractor 


1 Dish drainer 
1 Garbage unit 
1 Trash basket 
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“COMBINATION UNIT: 1 separate dicing room and kitchen, accommodates 200 items of chins and glass, 160 ltoms of food. 
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<——_ KITCHEN SIDE of unit is divided vertically into two sections— 


z:. 


sUvenwone ¢ finen. 








Pass-counten- 





_ wa 
gresurasa! 





This'section cannies 207 items of 
4 china wane fer occasional 





one 48 in. and one 24 in. wide, The narrower section is open 
on both sides, so that it serves simultaneously as a “pass 
window” between the two rooms and as storage space for the 
95 items of everyday china and glassware. A'-door on the 
kitchen side permits the entire opening to be closed when 
not:in-use but the inner face of this door is racked for storage. 


' Above counter height, the 48 in. section also has doors. This 


area is utilized to store the entire list of 150 items of packaged 
foods—sink and‘ mix supplies in the center, range and serve 
supplies on the Jeft. 

















<——_ DINING ROOM SIDE of serving unit. By dividing the cabinet 


longitudinally down the center of the 48 in. section, adéquate 
storage space is created for 205 items of china and glassware 
for occasional use. All shelves in this unit are 8 in. deep 
except bottom one, where an additional 4 in. is borrowed from 
the kitchen side for dinner plates. As in all their units, Heiner 
and McCullough have concentrated the heaviest and/or most 
used items as near counter height as possible. The ingenious 
shallow drawers for flat silver and linen pull out into both the 
dining room and kitchen: this device alone will save the house- 
keeper many a step. 





The largest group of items in the kitchen is involved in the serving of food 
after it has been prepared. Even the family in the moderate income group 
will use over 300 eating utensils—and this does not include knives, forks and 
spoons nor such items of occasional use as candlesticks, fruit bowls, etc. 
Storage here is also required for table linen, place mats, etc., and for certain 
foods which go directly to the table, In the small servantless house there is 
apt to be only one sink, and that in the kitchen, so that the distance between 
it and the table should be held to a minimum. Many families make a clear 
distinction between. everyday tableware and that for “company”; and most 
family meals are apt to be eaten in the kitchen. Hence storage of tableware 
should be divided, with everyday pieces in the kitchen. 
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TWENTY-INCH DISH CABINET. A minimal solution for sto 
ing the 95 pieces of glass and china, plus flat silver and linen) 
for everyday use. This unit does not provide complete 

center facilities and would be used in conjunction with other 
units. All the serve center units assume that range-first sup-_| 
plies and equipment would be combined with or in closey 
proximity to them, just as sink-first and mix center supplies 
and equipment would be. 























DROP FRONT SERVE CABINET. This unit accommodate 
all tableware for everyday use and includes in addition 
extra drawer space for items like kitchen towels and aprons.) 
It is suitable for a small kitchen where the drop-front could) 
provide serving or eating space, or in situations where china) 
might be stored in living room. z 
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ITEMS TO BE STORED AT SERVE CENTER 





PACKAGED FOODS 51. 
Canned 19 

7 (no. 2) cans fruit 

2 (no. 2Y2) cans fruit 

4 qt. cans—juice (fruit or veg.) 

1 can steamed bread 

1 can mints 

1 can ginger 

2 cans sardines 

1 can ripe olives 


Glass 
1 qt. salad dressing 


5 pkg. cookies 

1 pkg. donuts 

4 pkg. crackers & wafers 
1 pkg. honey spread 

1 pkg. wax paper 


UTENSILS 


Regular use 
4 Trays 


Service pleces 
3 Cream pitchers 
3 Sugar bowls 
2 Open vegetable bowls 
1 Covered vegetable bow! 
1 Large platter 
1 Medium platter 
1 Chop plate 
1 Gravy boat 


Individual 
8 Dinner or luncheon plates 
8 Breakfast (salad or dessert) 
8 Bread and butter or pie 
8 Soup or cereal bowls 
8 Fruit or sauce dishes 
8 Cups 
8 Saucers 


pleces 
2 Open vegetable bowls 
2 Platters—1 medium 1 small 
1 Sugar bow! 


Glassware 
Individual pieces 


Occasional use 
Electric coffee maker 


1 pt. French dressing 

1 jar peanut butter 

2 jars sandwich spread 
1 jar pickles (sweet) 

1 jar pickles (sour) 

1 jar green olives 

1 jar prepared mustard 
1 jar preserves 

1 bottle ketchup 

1 bottle worchestershire sauce 
5 jars jelly 

2 bottles gingerale 

1 bottle sherry 


Cartons 18 
6 pkg. ready-to-eat cereals 


OCCASIONAL WARE 
China - 


Individual pieces 
12 Dinner plates 
12 Breakfast or tea 
12 Salad plates 
12 Bread and Butter 
12 Soup, cereal or bowis 
18 Dessert plates 
18 Coffee cups 
18 Saucers 
12 Cream soups 
12 Cream soup saucers 
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12 Goblets—8 oz. 

12 Stemmed ice tea or 10 oz. 
Tom Collins 

12 Sherbet or cocktail 4 oz. 

12 Stemmed fruit juice 4 oz. 
or wine 


Service pieces 
2 Sets salt and pepper 
2 Small bowls condiment 
2 Small bowls jellies or sauces 
1 Oblong condiment 
1 Tall (2 qt.) water pitcher 


DAILY WARE 


1 Cream pitcher 
1 Chop or cake plate 


Glassware 

Individual pieces 
8 Ice tea glasses—10 oz. 
8 Milk or water—8 oz. 
8 Fruit juices—4 oz. 


Service pleces 
1 Milk pitcher—1 qt. 
1 Water pitcher—2 qt. 
1 Tea pot—6 cups 
2 Small bowls condiment or 
Jelly. 
1 Set pepper and salt 
1 Coffee pot—6 cup 
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IN ANSWER TO THE GREAT DEMAND 


Production and 
Shipments are f/ 
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T/N production increasing steadily but in quality, 
too, this most popular of watér closets is better 
than ever. 

In appearance and performance ‘you are giving 
your customers the best when T/Ns are installéd in 


(‘ase LIFETIME PLUMBING FIXTURES 


... of the one and only T/ N 


* The graph tells only part of the story. Not only is 


their homes...an improved vitreous china fixture 
of one-piece construction, non-overflow, quiet in 
action, and non-syphoning. 
‘As you can see, we’re making a most determined 
effort to keep pace with the public demand. 

W. A. Case & Son’ Mfg. Co., Buffalo 3, N. Y. 












PRODUCTS & PRACTICE 





BRITISH rationalize conventional methods. 


Both these English houses are of concrete—the 
Wimpey house (right) poured in place, the Mul- 
berry (below) of precast panels. Both employ a 
combination of formwork, scaffold and jig which 
guarantees precise dimensioning, speed and a 
minimum of skilled labor. In the Wimpey house, 
special prefabricated forms, faced with a wire 
mesh, are swung into place atop footings with a 
small crane. For outer faces of end and rear walls, 
forms reach to cornice line; for inner faces—ex- 
cept party wall and chimney—they are story height 
and serve as scaffolding for pouring. Openings for 
all doors, windows, joists, piping, etc., are auto- 
matically located by inserts in the form. The three 
walls are poured in two 8 ft. lifts, forms removed 
by the crane and roof framed. Front wall is bricked 
in last. In the Mulberry house, (below) metal scaf- 
fold is erected on floor slab, serving as jig for 
assembly of precast wall and floor panels. 


Photos: British Combine 


SCAFFOLD ACTS AS JIG FOR PANEL ASSEMBLY 


SANDWICH CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL is extremely strong 


and lightweight. 


A new lightweight, waterproof, construction material which 
is structurally stronger than anything of the same weight now 
being manufactured, has been developed by the Glenn L. 
Martin Co, and United States Plywood Corp. It is composed 
of a honeycomb of paper, ‘cotton cloth, fiberglas or linen, 
sandwiched between thin sheets of aluminum, stainless steel, 
wood veneer or plastic. The honeycomb material is impreg- 
nated with a phenolic resin before the core is formed. Weight 
of the core material can be varied from as little as 4 lbs. per 
cu. ft. to conform to the weight which the finished product 
will be required to carry. Thickness may vary from ¥% in. 
upward. The type of facing material and thickness also will 
vary with the load requirements. Various aluminum alloys, 


192 The Architectural FORUM March 1946 


FORMS IN PLACE FOR POURING FIRST LIFT — 







FORMS REMOVED, READY FOR NEXT HOUSE 





A rela, < 


FRONT IS CLOSED UP WITH BRICK WALL 








PRINTING DIRECTLY ON SENSITIZED WALL 


stainless steel, wood veneers and plastic sheets can be used ~ 
either singly or in combination. A door or wall panel, for ~ 
example, may have a wood veneer finish on a metal base. The ~ 
wood veneer, however, can be applied directly to the honey- 
comb when no heavy strains are to be placed on the panel. © 
Sheets as large as 7 ft. by 30 ft. have been manufactured, © 
but the eventual size will be limited only by the size of the — 
skin material or size of presses. Many uses for the new mate- — 
rial are visualized, but initial developments will be in the — 
transportation field. Experimental pieces used for flooring by ~ 
several airlines have proved very satisfactory. Walls, ceilings — 
and partitions in railroad cars, automobile bodies and panels ~ 
for motor trucks are other fields which are being explored. ~ 
Doors, frames and wall panels for home construction will — 
soon be available. Experiments 


NEW PROCESS makes possible direct 
tographic transfer to many surfaces. 


Photographs may be printed directly upon 
almost any type of surface—metal, wood, 
cloth, plastic or leather—with a new process’ ; 
shortly’ to be commercially available. The” 
process—a wartime development of the Glenn 3} 
L. Martin Co., of Baltimore, Md.—is based” ; 
upon a sensitizing emulsion which can be 7 
spread on a wide variety of surfaces, thus © 
preparing them for photographic printing. The | 
process and the emulsion were both thoroughly ~ 
tested during the war at the Martin plant, | 
where full-scale.shop drawings were printed 
rapidly, accurately and in number | 
| 
: 









upon metal, wood and plastic surfaces. 

In its normal state, according to the Martin 
announcement, the emulsion is a thin jelly- 
like substance: when heated to 125 F. it be- 7 
comes a-liquid which may be applied with a 
camel’s hair brush, soft sponge or rag. Allowed © 
to dry, the sensitized surface is then ready for © 
projection of the print. Development is the 
same as with commercial papers, all working ~ 
being done under dark room conditions with 
ruby lights. The emulsion may be heated any © 
number of times without damage to its print- 
ing qualities. The finished print may be weath- | 
erproofed with lacquer or varnish. Though the ~ 
process prints both line and half-tone repro- 
ductions, at the present it is restricted to black ~ 
and white. Presumably, the process is applica- = 
ble to any surface chemically neutral to the . 





emulsion. : 





(Continued on page 194) ; 
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UNIVERSAL 


Architects who specify or recommend 
Universal Gas Ranges know that 
proven performance has always been a 
watchword and a standard requirement. 
All elements of chance have been elimi- 
nated from Universal Gas Ranges every 
year for three generations. 

No fuel cooks like gas—no range like 
Universal. ° 


YESTERDAY— 

TODAY— 

TOMORROW— 

THE LEADER: 

UNIVERSAL GAS RANGES! 


at present are being conducted with h b in flat sheet 
form, but the developers are trying out manufacturing tech- 
niques which will make possible fabrication of curved sections. 
Manufacturers: Glenn L. Martin Co., Baltimore 3, Md., 
U. S. Plywood Corp., 55 W. 44th St., New York, N. Y. 





CERAMIC TILES in sheets for direct adhesion setting. 

Sparamics are natural clay ceramic mosaics mounted on 
flexible plastic sheets, 12 in. by 24 in., which can be applied to 
existing wood, concrete or other néw or worn surfaces with an 
adhesive binder which reacts with the plastic sheet to form the 
permanent bond. Total thickness of the Sparamic is between 
4 in. and 5/16 in. depending upon the thickness of the ad- 
hesive coating. To lay, the special adhesive-setting compound 
is applied to the surface. The sheets are placed tile face up, 
pressed down with the foot and grouted, For unusual spaces, 


sheets are cut to size before setting. Using. 2 Dials ently 
strength cement that sets quickly the 
floor may be used immediately. Thus 
Sparamics are suitable for remod- 
eling kitchens, restaurants and ser- 
vice areas where business cannot be 
stopped for more than a few hours, 
Weighing approximately three lbs. : 
per sq. ft. installed, they open new fields fer the use of tile, 
such as on floors for elevators, railroad cars, buses, and for 
application in buildings which would not stand the weight ef 
the cement setting bed required for conventional ceramic ap- 
plication. Sparamics are furnished in three sizes; 2 in. by 
2 in., 2 in. by 1 in., 1 in. by lin., and in regular Sparta mosette 
colors—light grey, dark grey, black, ivory, blue, green, red, 
goign einaage ember glow, moki, and several patterns. 

















per berre! of oil or cubic foot of gos 






unobstructed areas are to be heated. 
Dravo heaters are shipped from the 

factory complete, with refractory 

material installed. When gas or oil is 





This heater employs an efficient 
direct heat transfer method - through 
only one thickness of metal - the cool 
air crosses the path of the flame and 
gases four times before it is discharged 
by high velocity fans into the area to 
be heated. 

Efficiencies run high - 80 to 85% - 
this fact together with minimum require- 
ments of maintenance and care, makes the 
Dravo designed direct fired warm air 
heater a logical choice where large, 








the fuel they need only be connected ‘to 
the fuel and power lines and they are 
ready to operate. They can be moved 
from place to place to meet supple- 
mentary heat requirements. They can be 
operated individually if a portion of 
the plant is shut down. tenance is 
negligible. No specialized attendance 
is required. For the whole story ask 
for Bulletin 509-A. Address Dravo Corpo— 
ration, Heater Department, 300 Penn Ave— 
nue, Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 





900,000 TO 1,450,000 8. T.U. CAPACITY. 
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fi : The Sparta Ceramic Co., East Sparta, Ohio. 


PRE-GATALYZED, Low cost urea resin for hot press 
plywood. 

Uformite 501, a pre-catalyzed urea formaldehyde resin for hot 

press plywood, permits high extension with flour thus pro- 

viding glueline costs comparable with soybean and vege- 


' “table glues. The resin also eliminates the adjustment of type 
‘and amount of catalyst necessary to accommodate various 


degrees of flour extension. It is water resistant and insures 
an accurate and adequate catalyst ratio with a one component 
adhésive. Tan-colored, the powder is readily dispersed in 
water. Catalyst content of the resin provides adequate cure 
in both unextended and highly extended hot pressing mix- 
tures. Low gluten_wheat flours are preferrable for easy mix- 
ing and smoothness of the -resulting mixture, but advance 
tests are necessary to determine the exact water content re- 
quired to provide the most spreadable mixture. Moisture 
content of veneers is not a critical factor with this resin, but 
minimum spread permissible depends on the texture and 
density of the veneers as well as on the degree of extension. 
Pressure requirements depend on the species and uniformity 
of the veneer thicknesses. From 150 to 200 lbs. per sq in. 
for softer woods, to 200 to 250 lbs. per sq. in. for maple and 
birch, are adequate. Slight compression is desirable, the 
softest layer in the assembly controlling the allowable press- 
ure. Uformite-bonded plywood should not be dipped and 
should be ae: weighted down during cooling. 

M Prod & Chemical Co., 222 W. 
Washington : AP Philadelphia, Pa. 





WALL COVERING is stainproof. 


Soap and water will remove almost any type of dirt, grease 
or stain from Varloh, a ‘new stain- 
proof wall covering. Tests have 
proved that heretofore. indelible 
stains such as lipstick, hot: grease, 
ink, etc. ean be removed with soap 
and water without fading the ‘surface. 
This is due to the fact that suck: stains 
do not penetrate the surface. ‘Maru- 
facturers of Varlon‘s 5 the: fact 
that it is not to be confused with wall paper. Varion is a wall 
covering made with‘a:synthetic resin built into the paper, 
rather than impregnating it. It will be: packaged in rolls, but 
will be sold by the sq. ft. A special adHesive:is required for 
hanging it. 












Manufacturer: Varlon, Inc., Div.‘of-United Wallpaper, Inc., 


3330 W. Fillmore St., Chicago, Ill. (Continued on page’ 196) 
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_ gives your dients these year-around advantages | 





























In winter, perfect window insulation 
is attained instantly by merely lower- 





ing Rusco storm sash. Reduces heat Stormproof, draft-free ventilation 
ps = infiltration 2 more than In eee. Rusco storm sash winter papal by ene lower 
—Rusco permanently insulates and simply slides up into storage posi- Rusco sash part way, lowering 
sek o Beri! i entire window opening. ‘in giving full, direct ventilation upper inside sash. Air deflects up- 
through permanent Rusco screen... | Ward into room—permits oj 
window ventilation with 
safety from storm damage or drafts. 


RUSCO 


THE F. C. RUSSELL CO. + 1836-AF Euclid Ave. * Cleveland 15, Ohio 





LAMINATING PLASTICS for surfacing decorative laminates. 
Bakelite Corp. announces a new. type of laminating plastic 
which is highly versatile in that a wide latitude of molding 
temperatures and pressures is practical. Bakelite C-5 Lami- 
nating Resin XJ-17694, the first of the C-5 family, is designed 
specifically as a surfacing material for decorative laminates. 
In physical form it is a xylene-toluene solution with a resin 
content of 50 per cent, It has a broad color range and imparts 
an extremely high gloss and lustrous surface. C-5 Resin sur- 
faces provide hard continuous films yet retain good flexibility ; 
thus a laminated structure may be postformed within limits. 
The laminated surfaces are highly scratch-, scar-and stain- 
resistant, and are resistant to organic solvents, soap solutions, 
citric and other fruit acids and boiling water. Versatility of 
the C-5 Resins also extends to the methods by which the resin 
surfaces may be applied. Although the full range of applica- 








provide constant lumen output 
for Cold Cathode lighting 


The Sota Cold Cathode every one volt-drop from from top, béttom, end or 
fi . . sides. 








used in this the normal, rated voltage 
distinctive Walgreen would result in a light loss H i 5 
Store installation i of from 1% to 2% windhadhige, “oe 
rate the famous Sota Con- Sota. Transformers, in- to know more about before 
stant Voltage principle in porating 1 designing your next instal- 
their design. Thisexclusive So1a Constant Voltage lation whether for store, 
Sota feature makes pos- inciple, are now a show-room, hotel lobby, 
sible the maintenance of jngingle and twolampsizes factory or office. For com- 
maximum lumen output for the operation of 93 inch electrical 


regardless of voltage fluc- 
tuations as great as +10% 
in the primary supply line. 

Without this regulation, 
which types of 
transformers do not have, 


SOL 


plete details and 
and mechanical specifica- 





tions, 
Ask for Bulletin 37 CC-107 








SOLA ELECTRIC COMPANY - 2525 CLYBOURN AVENUE, CHICAGO 14, ILLINOIS 
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tions is not yet complete, proposed applications include table 


tops and wallboards having cores of plywood or asbestos 7 
fiber. The good flexibility characteristics show potentialities % 
for shaped articles such as wallboard moldings, instrument 


cases, etc. 


Manufacturer: Bakelite Corp., 300 Madison Ave., New York 


17, N. Y. 


SUN SWITCH for controlling lighting. 


The electronic Sun Switch is designed for the effective control _ 


of outdoor lighting on streets, public buildings, airports, out- 
door advertising, etc. Using a photo-electric cell, it can insure 
illumination regardless of weather fluctuations and the twi- 
light hour. It is low enough in price to permit installation 


on each light, and thus eliminates heavy investments in © 
series circuits, Under ideal conditions of daylight, it provides =] ° 


a minimum “lights on” period from 25 minutes after sunset 
to 25 minutes before sunrise, and adjustment 
is provided to meet customers’ specific require- 
ments. Operating unit is compactly built on a 
chassis to which a round, non-rusting, grey’ 
aluminum housing is attached by 3 screws. The 
housing with chassis is fastened to a perma- 
nently wired base with a single 30° rotary 
turn which provides a perfect plug-in connec- 
tion and a weatherproof joint. A similar turn 
in the other direction removes the entire unit. 
The swivel bracket and the round shape of the : 
housing permits direction of the photo-cell of each unit to 
north light without interfering with symmetry in installation. 
A minimum safety factor is incorporated in all components, 
principal of which are standard amplifier tubes, a photo- 
electric cell and relay. These factors, coupled with special 
alloy cont on the relay, insure unfailing depend- 
ability and efficiency. 

Manufacturer: The Ripley Co., Torrington, Conn. 





AIR FLOW INDICATING INSTRUMENT for use in any air 
ventilating system. 

The Dollinger Flocator is an inexpensive air flow indicating 
instrument which supplies information on the percentage of 
maximum flow being maintained in the 
ventilating system at all times. Scienti- 
fically constructed and requiring little or 
no attention for continuous operation, it 
warns against any loss of air flow from any 
cause whatsoever. According to the manu- 
facturer, initial cost and installation ex- 
pense of a Flocator are below that of any 
type of flow indicators now available. It is 
designed for use in any air ventilating sys- 
tem: Model 45 is for small capacity ventilation, and Model 
75 for large capacity systems. 

Manufacturer: Dollinger Corp., Rochester 3, N. Y. 


BOILER FEEDWATER CONTROL cuts off fuel and sounds 
alarm at low-water level. 
Fireye Boiler Feedwater Control Type B177N, electronically 
maintains desired water level through valve or pump control 
and instantly cuts off the fuel supply and sounds an alarm 
at a predetermined dangerous low-water level. Operating 
without any moving mechanical elements, it requires no main- 
tenance. An auxiliary fitting, Fireye Probe Fitting Type 
H53C, containing three probe rods (Continued on page 200) 
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= REYNOLDS ALLOYS Give GREATER STRENGTH... 
: REDUCE LOAD ON WALLS AND FOUNDATIONS 


A= now takes its place as a modern structural metal. 
Thanks to great new Reynolds alloys,* advanced archi- 
tectural ideas of today can be transformed into the structures 
of tomorrow. 


Postwar projects—housing, office buildings, hospitals, stores 
—all will benefit through these new lightweight, high-strength 
alloys developed by Reynolds to meet the needs of war. 


Model See catalog in Sweet’s or write for Catalog No. 104A, 
“Reynolds Aluminum. Its Important Role in Architecture.” 
Consider aluminum . . . consult Reynolds. Reynolds Metals 
Company, 2528 South Third Street, Louisville 1, Kentucky. 


icating 
age of : 


| PSR eT Te 
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Concrete Offers Mass Production 
of Individually Designed Houses 
and Non-Residential Buildings 


Research and field development have made the Tilt-Up system 
of concrete construction available now for urgently needed one 
and two-story houses and non-residential buildings. In the course 
of its development, several hundred aT ool have been com- 
pleted by variations of this method.’ 


FOR IMMEDIATE NEEDS — The Tilt-Up process is “tailor-made” 
to help solve the current housing shortage immediately. 

A minimum of critical materials is required. Reinforced con- 
crete is used’ for floors and walls—cement-asbestos siding and 
shingles for gable ends and roofing. 


Photo by Myron Hall, St. Cloud Times 
Mobile crane raises concrete wall panel in a matter of minutes. 


The walls are cast in a horizontal position on the concrete floor 
of the building. Vapor seal, insulation, door and window bucks, 
electrical conduits and outlets are set before the concrete is placed. 
MASS LINE PRODUCTION — Whether there is one building or 
1,000 required, the project can be readily laid out-for mass line 
production. Traveling mixers deliver the concrete—mobile cranes 


tilt the walls into vertical position as soon as the concrete has 
hardened. The Tilt-Up. method is virtually a housing factory” 
moved to the building site. The larger the job the greater the 
opportunity for economies. 

In the hands of skillful architects, prion ve contractors and 7 
large-scale realtors, Tilt-Up construction will provide rugged, fire- @ 
safe, durable concrete buildings at low annual cost. 

PROVIDES DESIGN FLEXIBILITY — Wide architectural design 
flexibility is provided. Every house in the block can be of individ- = 
ual design—no two stores alike. ; 

These are not temporary, make-shift buildings. They embody % 
all the desirable features of firesafe, beautiful, low maintenance 
cost construction suitable for the finest residential developments. © 

Write for illustrated information sheets on Tilt-Up Construc- 
tion for industrial buildings and housing projects. Free in United 
States and Canada. 


PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION. 


Dept. 3-7, 33 W. Grand Ave., Chicago 10, ill. 


A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete... through scientific 
; research and engineering field work 


“Heles-Webway Co. plant in St. Gload, Mins, designed by Architect Louls Pinault, recently constracted of coacrete by Tilt-Up method. 
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GET THE FACTS OF LIGHT!. 


A lighting consultant from our nearest G-E Lamp office will be glad to help you — just call or write! 


ATLANTA 3, GA., 187 Spring St., N.W., WAlnut 9767 LOS ANGELES 13, CALIF., 601 West Fifth St., Michigan 8851 
BOSTON 10, MASS., 50 High St., HANcock 1680 MINNEAPOLIS 13, MINN., 500 Stinson Bivd., GRanville 7286 


BUFFALO 2, N. Y., 901.Genesee Bidg., Cleveland 3400 NEW YORK 22, N. Y., 570 Lexington Ave., Wickersham 2-6300 
CHICAGO 80, ILL., 842 So. Canal St., HARrison 5430 OAKLAND 7, CALIF., 1614 Campbell St., Highgate 7340 
14, OHIO, 1320 WilliamsonBidg., CHerry 1010 PHILADELPHIA 2, PA., 1405 Locus? St., KINgsley 3336 
DALLAS 2, TEXAS, 1801 North Lamar St., Céntral 7711 PITTSBURGH 22, PA., 535 Smithfield St., GRant 3272 
DENVER 2, COLO., 1863 Wazee St., MAin 6141 PORTLAND 9, ORE., 1238 N, W. Glisan St., BEacon 2101 
DETROIT 26, MICH., 1400 Book Tower, CHerry 6910 ST. LOUIS 1, MO., 710 No. Twelfth St., CHesinut 8920 
CITY 8, MO., 2100 Wyandotte $t., Victor 7671 General Offices, NELA PARK, CLEVELAND 12, OHIO 





SLIMLINE 
SLIMILIN 








which determine the control levels, is 
mounted parallel to the water column 
and is wired to the Fireye Control, 


The probes within the Fitting, mark 
boiler feedwater pump-on and off 
levels, and a low water danger point. 
When the water falls below the mid- 
dle probe, Fireye closes the circuit 
controlling the pump and water feeds into the boiler until the 
top probe is reached. The lowest probe is the danger point 
and should the water drop below this safety probe, Fireye im- 
mediately shuts: off the fuel supply and sounds an alarm. 
Operating on 115-230 v., 60 cycles, A.C., it is rated at 10 amp. 
at 115 v., or 5 amp. at 230 v. : 
Manufacturer: Combustion Control Corp., 77 Broadway, 
Cambridge 42, Mass. 





Modern Plants Everywhere Have Gone 


ON RECORD FOR CLEANLINESS 
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with 
Bradley 
Washfountains 


America’s plants have established a proud Record 
for safeguarding workers’ health. This is undoubt- 
edly the reason why so many industries recognize 
the superiority of Bradley Washfountains. . 

These modern wash facilities exemplify the 
maximum in sanitation: hands touch only clean 
running watér; self-flushing bowl eliminates con- 
taminating collections; convenience of operation 
promotes cleanliness and health. - 

Additional benefits from a Bradley installation 
include savings in space since one 54” Wash- 
fountain serves 8 to 10 workers simultaneously, 
reduction of water consumption by 70%, lower 
hot water heating costs, and the elimination of 
numerous!piping connections. ...... BRADLEY 
WASHFO' CO., 2235 W. Michigan Street, 
Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin. 

Celebrating 25th Anniversary. 
Write and Washroom 

phe 














+ 


OVERHEAD BLOWERS for low temperature cooling. 
This new postwar line of overhead blowers is being built for 
use with all types of refrigerant including brine and 
tone. They provide different veloci> 
ties of air speed to furnish the right 


yee 








structions and are of full area.. All : ‘ 
blowers are housed in a modern steel bonder 

baked enamel, and louvers are individually adjustable to’ 
permit a controlled flow of air for proper and uniform dis- 
tribution. , 

Manufacturer: Rempe Co., 340 No. Sacramento Blvd., Chi- 
cago 12, Ill. 


HUMIDIFIER for hot water and sub atmospheric pressure 
heating systems provides proper degree of humidity. 


This simple humidifying apparatus which attaches to the — 
radiator, maintains a relative humidity of 30 per cent to 40 © 
per cent. On hot water systems it utilizes water circulating ~ 





nanlen ener We as 


through the radiator, while on sub-atmospheric pressure sys- © 


tems a small copper tube connected to the nearest water’ 
source brings the water to the humidifier. In both types, the 
water trickles onto an absorbent cloth in the unit which is 
wrapped around three heated coils. The coils provide a 
rapid rate of evaporation. Flow of water is regulated by a 
weighted valve as evaporation demands, the temperature of 
the heating medium circulating through the humidifier coils 
determining the rate of evaporation. The hot water mode} 
serves an area of approximately 10,000 cu. ft., capacity allow- 
ing for a change of air every hour. For larger areas multiple 
installations can be made. The vapor model comes in two 
sizes, one to serve an area of 10,000 cu. ft., the other model 
to serve approximately 15,000 cu. ft. 

Manufacturer: Skilbeck Manufacturing Co., Kenosha, Wis. 


WASHER automatically washes, rinses, dries and fluffs 
clothes. 


The new vibrationless Apex Automatic Washer employs a 
“bouncing basket” washing technique which bounces vigor- 
ously but does not revolve. Replacing the cylinder or agitator 
type of action used in other washing machines, the new wash- 
ing technique carries clothes through a 4cycle, process of 
washing, rinsing, drying and fluffing. Up to 8 lbs. of clothes 
may be placed into the perforated aluminum and magnesium 
basket through an opening in the top. Soap flakes are added, 
and the dials are set for proper water temperature and wash- 
ing time. Washing, rinsing, drying 
and fluffing operations are automatic, 
and the machine shuts itself off when 
they are completed. The entire cycle 
is completed in 17 to 25 minutes, the 
washing time depending upon the 
fabric. Clothes being washed revolve 
slowly as they are tumbled and mes 

turned by baffles. At the same time they are bathed in geysers 
of sudsy water spurting from the bottom of the basket. 
Thorough and complete rinsing is accomplished by three 
cycles of alternate bouncing and spinning action. For damp 
drying, the basket revolves for five minutes at 600 
r.p.m. then reverts to the bouncing action to fluff the 
clothes for easy individual (Continued on page 204) 
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This is the Home-of Tomorrow. This is the home 
free of radiators, where the heating element is so 
small that it fits behind the baseboard—completely 
out of sight. 


In this new Webster Baseboard Heating, hot. water 
circulates through the heating elément, a copper 
tube around which are coiled fins of fine copper. 
This heating element is installed in a continuous 
line all around the exposed walls of the room. The 
Baseboard enclosure is removable for cleaning. 


Air goes in at the floor line, passes over the heating 
element, is warmed and comes out at the top—a 
constant, even circulation. 


With Webster Baseboard Heat- 
ing there’s nothing to mar the 
wan beauty. of the room or limit your 
uM". plans for interior decoration or 
furniture arrangement. And the 






Make this test: Cut out illustration of radiator at right. Place 
cut-out picture in position under window in the illustration above. See how the ptes- 
ence of a radiator in the room intetrupts the scheme of decoration. 

WARREN WEBSTER & COMPANY, Camden, New Jersey 


Pioneers of the Vacuum System of Steam Heating: : Established 1888 
‘Representatives in principal cities : : Darling Brothers, Limited, Montreal, Canada 





absence of radiators adds Congiietibly ta the usable 
space in the room. 

Tested installations of this new Webster Baseboard 
Heating show a variation of less than 2° from floor 
to ceiling. No cold corners. No hot spots. 


Webster Baseboard Heating has been under devel- 
opment for several years and has met the most 
severe operational tests. Deliveries are limited at 
present and will be increased as rapidly as materials , 
can be made available. 

A leading architect collaborated with a noted in- 
terior decorator in preparing a series of paintings 
showing application of Webster Baseboard Heating 
to different types of rooms. These paintings have 


. been reproduced in full color. Let us send you a copy 


of this brochure on Webster Baseboard Heating. 
Address Dept. AF-3 











°T.M. Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 
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PROVED in War and Peace 


Every American naval vessel launched during the war 
used Fiberglas Insulation. So did B-29 Bombers. Arctic 
and Tropical Shelters were kept more comfortable with 
Fiberglas in all temperatures. Fiberglas was the only 


material that could pass rigid Army and Navy insula- 


tion specifications for many applications. 


Most leading manufacturers of home appliances used 


Fiberglas Insulation before the war. Now, even more 


specify Fiberglas for their new ranges, refrigerators,” 
home freezers, and other insulated appliances, Fihérglas™ 


is also the “first choice” insulation for air-conditioned 
trains, airliners, ice cream cabinets, commercial ‘réfrig- 


ONLY FIBERGLAS 


RESILIENT—WILL NOT SETTLE—Fiberglas Building In- 
sulation retains its installed thickness under vibration. 
LIGHTWEIGHT—Fiberglas is one of the lightest of all 
insulation materials. : 

HIGHLY EFFICIENT—Fiberglas is recognized as one of 
the most efficient of all insulation materials. 

MOISTURE AND CORROSION-RESISTANT—The indi- 


vidual Fiberglas fibers do not absorb moisture and will 
not rot. 


NONCOMBUSTIBLE—Fiberglas is made of. glass fibeis. 
They do not burn. They need no flameproofing. They 
are “naturally” and permanently firesafe. 
ODORLESS—Fiberglas is odorless and does not absorb 
odors. 


NO FOOD FOR VERMIN—Fiberglas provides no suste- 
nance for insects, rodents or vermin. 


In fact, throughout America, industry recognizes 
Fiberglas as the “standout” material wherever. insula- 


.. tion is needed—and in thousands of American homes 
the superior advantages of Fiberglas Building Insula- 


tion have been proved. 


And now Fiberglas is ready 
te de a better job of inselating 
ie 
HAS THIS COMBINATION 


OF NATURAL ADVANTAGES < 
EASY TO HANDLE—Its light weight, precision manu- 
tacaipe tnd sesteny ot Saws peat see Sees ee 
housing, delivery and job application. 

LONG LIFE—The combination of these’ “natural” 
Fiberglas advantages assures top performance and long 
life. Fiberglas Building Insulation lasts! 


<a speci Fibergig tribune 
=e caceer> 


Nicholas Bidg.. serene 

















BUILDING INSULATION 








removal. Washing water may be varied from 130° for fast - 


color cottons to 100° for woolens by an adjustable thermostat. 
Rinse water is automatically maintained at 100°. A unique 
water balancing action which automatically compensates for 
any out of balance load in the cleansing basket makes. the 
Apex Automatic free of vibration. Resting on hydraulic 
feet, efficient operation is obtained without bolting to the 
floor. Should the lid be opened while the machine is in opera- 
tion, an automatic cut-off safety switch on the lid cover stops 
all action. When it is again closed, the cycle continues as 
though not interrupted. The unit, functionally styled, is 
2544 in. square and of standard kitchen cabinet height. It is 
finished in white enamel and is equipped with interior light- 
ing for viewing the clothes through the transparent cover. 
Manufacturer: Apex Electrical Manufacturing Co., 1070 E. 
152nd St., Cleveland 10, Ohio. 





To-help you Plan every... 
AIR CONDITIONING JOB 





















U 
REFRIGERATION 


\ | 
COLD water / 
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hitects coils, centrifugal bl t i 
tive condensers provide you with com- 
plete system responsibility. It will pay 
you to get in touch with your usAIRco 
representative . . . take advantage of 
specialized experience and engineering 
leadership. 


| @ Factory Representatives 
in Principal Cities 





204 The Architectural FORUM March 1946 










United States 
Air Conditioning 
Corporation 


MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA 





Makers of the most complete line 
of air handling equipment 












ELECTRIC RANGES embody new developments in surface 
heating units. 

Fast heating Corox surface units, which are designed for 
efficiency, long life and maximum economy, are features of 
Westinghouse’s 1946 electric ranges. They have five heat 
positions to provide the right heat for each type of cooking, 
and continuous correct heat is maintained for each switch 
setting. The unit is easily removable for cleaning and locks 
securely into the surface recess when replaced. A chromium 
trim ring on the surface unit, fitting flush with the surface, 
facilitates cleaning and improves the range’s appearance. 
Tel-A-Glance switch knobs indicate only the heat setting to 
which the control has been set. Other settings are covered 
by the switch knob. The oven is operated for the type of cook- 
ing to be done by a single turn of the control which starts 
the oven, and sets the temperature for baking, roasting or 
broiling. 

Manufacturer: Westinghouse Electric Corp., 306 Fourth 
Ave., Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 


UNIT LOCK features easy installation. 

The new one-piece Corbin Unit Lock slips into a prepared 
slot 134 in. by 344 in. in the edge of the door, and is held by 
two bolts. Mortising for the lock is eliminated and adjust- 
ments to the mechanism by the carpenter is unnecessary. The 
only labor involved in the lock’s installation is two saw cuts 
to make the necessary slot, tightening the bolts, and the in- 
stallation of the strike in the usual 
manner. Other features of the Corbin 
Unit Lock include a_ pin-tumbler 
cylinder in the outside knob of the 
entrance door which gives security 
and at the same. time offers conve- 
nient masterkeying with side, rear 
and garage doors. An auxiliary turn 
button on the entrance door provides 
dead lock security. Bed: and bath sets incorporate a 
“Privacy” lock which is operated by a button in the center 
of the inside knob. When pushed in, this locks the door against 
outside operation, releases with the turn of the inside knob. 
Accidental locking while the door is open is made impossible 
by an automatic release which functions when the latch-bolt 
contacts the strike in closing. For emergencies, such as sud- 
den illness, or a child locking itself in, a special release is pro- 
vided so the door may be opened from the outside. Latchbolts 
are of the pivoted swinging type to reduce friction and permit 
quiet closing. The Corbin Unit Lock, made of corrosion proof 
bronze metal throughout, will be available in several designs. 
Manufacturer: P. & F. Corbiri, New Britain, Conn. 











ALUMINUM LOCKS feature tarnishproof finish. 

A new line of Luster Sealed Aluminum locks that will resist 
staining, tarnishing, and the corrosion effects of weathering, 
are among the first postwar adaptations of aluminum to 
builders’ hardware. They retain indefinitely a distinctive 
satin silver appearance that harmonizes with aluminum trim 
and accessories in modern buildings. » a 
According to the manufacturer, the 
Schlage Luster Sealed process, an 
adaptation of the Aluminum Co. of 
America’s Alumilite process, will 7 
open new fields for architectural ap- | 
plication of aluminum. To acuieve : oe 
this corundum-hard finish, aluminum (Continued on page 208) 
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- Why a prominent property- 
owner writes an ad for 
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2. 3 
to 
: Read this letter of 
‘ ) to an 
°F appreciation 
“2 insulation contractor 
from Mr. J. A. Zehntbaver, 
th $ 


President of Jantzen 
Knitting Mills: 
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Novembe; 5, 
Steward Gritritn Co. . 1945 
2615 N mpan 


> Gammans Street e 
Portland, Oregon ; 
Well, Mr, Grirritn. 
Everything you said KIMSUL 
for my house has been f 
fuel ang ar 





Tnsulation woulddg = * J 



























» both in Summer 
It isa Pleasure to tel] abou 
ou 
this ang to recommend a8 an meiate 
material and also to rec, nd your workmanshi 
which is most ©xcellent At : : 
r The KIMSuL Which you installeg in the Store 
Uilding at Jantzen Beach is another £00d job 
and is meeting ecta 
: wipe 3 : ©xpec tions in every Téspect. 
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be drawn into the plans of houses in practically amy 
price class. 

In addition to its purely decorative features, Weld- 
wood Plywood has many other advantages, including 
great structural strength . . . economy . . . and speed of 
erection. 

The three illustrations shown are typical of scores 
in a new Weldwood installation manual. This booklet 
shows in detail the many ways you can use this modern 
plywood to advantage in both remodeling and new 
construction. 

It also gives full information on how joining can be 
done without wastage or unsightly cracks . . . how play- 
rooms, dens, living rooms and bedrooms can gain the 
friendly warmth that only genuine wood offers. 

Send for your copy today. 


WELDWOOD Plywood 


Weldwood Plywood and Mengel Flush Doors are products of 

GHITED STATES PLYWOOD CORPORATION 
New York 18, N. Y. 

Beoic Hgh Poi, os Anse, No oie Go ret 

Adianta, ane Peackeoavilie, Louisvile Sy Neo Oneane In Cinada: 

Unlned Seats Scates Plywood of Canada, Limited, Toronto. Send inquiries to nearest point. 


The warm, friendly beauty of Weldwood interiors can _ 
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Designers and builders of tomorrow's homes should 
get the facts at once on B&G Hydro,Flo Heat! This great 
advance in living comfort has demonstrated a tremen- 
dous appeal—offering ogee new features which'sell both 
men and women on the s 

B&G Hydro-Flo Radiant Panel Heat does away with 
radiators and grilles—there is mot the slightest evidence of 
the beating system in any room. A constant flow of modu- 
lated warmth is spread evenly throughout the house by 
radiant pipe coils in the floor or ceiling . . . ending drafts 

-- keeping flo floors come warm. The air itself feels fresher 

—not dry and 

With all patpne new coho’ heating cost is reduced, for 
Radiant Panel Heating is noted for fuel economy. Clean- 
ing and decorating expense, too, is ‘smaller, because , 
Radiant Panels do not create dust- air currents to 
streak the walls and ceilings. 

B&G Hydro-Flo Radiant Panel © 
Heat is not restricted to residen- © 
tial applications. Its comfort, 
economy and space-saving features 
warrant investigation by commer- 
cial, institutional and industrial 
builders. 






Year'round hot water—a ese tess 9 
In the modern home there is no substi iful 
supply of ever-ready hot water for kitchen, bee te be bath. 
B&G Hydro-Flo Heat provides it in ample quantities—every ° 
month of the year—at a cost so low it can be used unsparingly. 


BELL & GOSSETT CO. 
Dept. L-10, Mortoh Grove, Ull..> 


Fic HEAT 


FORCED HOT WATER HEATING FOR RADIATOR, CONVECTOR, 
UNIT HEATER, BASEBOARD AND RADIANT PANEL SYSTEMS - 




























































for lock trim is treated anodically in a suitable electrolyte to 
secure a dense, adherent coating of aluminum oxide. This 
process differs from electroplating in that oxygen is deposited 
on the article to be treated, instead of metal. The oxygen 
combines with the aluminum to form aluminum oxide, in- 
tegral with the surface of the metal. 

Manufacturer: Schlage Lock Co., 2201 Bayshore Blvd., San 
Francisco, Calif. 


MEDICINE CABINET has built-in compartments. 

The Parkway medicine cabinet resembles a conventional 
cabinet with the addition of a pair of chrome-plated, swinging 
doors below the mirror. The backs of these doors are 
equipped with built-in compartments for everyday needs such 
as shaving equipment or cosmetics. When they are open, the 





BUILDING PAPER. 


UARDIAN of the walls of a house . . . protector against moisture, [> 
dust, dirt and driving winds . ". good building paper is 2 - 
important to house construction as air brakes to a locomo- 
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bottom shelf of the cabinet becomes a utility shelf for the 


various items in use. A Safe-T compartment in the upper 


left hand corner, opening by a release button on the top of 
the cabinet, keeps poison drugs out of the reach of children. 
Other features of the Parkway include an inside tooth brush 
rack, razor blade disposal slot, adjustable glass shelves, full 
length piano hinges and a’polished plate mirror. The cabinet 
is steel, zinc coated with a baked white enamel finish. 


Manufacturer: Faries Manufacturing Co., Decatur, Ill. 


ADJUSTABLE WINDOW VENTILATOR utilizing plastic 
baffles, is stormproef. 
Air-In Ventilator mounts vertically, reinforced-plastic baffles 
fixed over a layer of copper screening, in a lightweight, ad- 
justable; aluminum frame. Virtually stormproof, it provides 
protection against drafts, dust, snow 
and rain, admitting at the same time 
maximum quantities of air and day- 
— The baffles are made of Vim- 
lite, a lightweight, weatherproof, wire 

reiaiuseddh, plastic glesing meteriél. The shuilown frame is 
adjustable to window sizes up to 36 in., the adjustment chan- 
nels also acting to catch dust. This is easily removed by 
wiping with a cloth or running water through the dust trough. 
Manufacturer: ‘Salmonson & Co., 1107 Broadway, New York, 
N. Y. 


SOLID ALUMINUM FURNITURE Is Hight and durable. 


This new line of garden, lawn, patio 
and swimming pool furniture is made 
of highly polished, 34 in. diameter, 
solid aluminum alloy rod stock, which 
is acid, corrosion and water resistant. 
The rods are fastened together with 
countersunk screws to form a rigid, 
lightweight, durable fabrication. 
Springs are hooked into flanges ex- 
truded as an integral part of the seat 
or back frame, thus eliminating drill- 
ing through the body of the metal. Re- 
versible cushions are filled with high 
quality staple cotton, and upholstery is a Sl arade, water 
repellent, vat dyed duck which is available in California blue, 
gold, seafoam green and terra cotta. The line comprises eight 
pieces—a deluxe chaise lounge, arm chair, loafers’ lounge, 
coffee table, cocktail table, folding director’s chair, folding 
assistant director’s chair, and a tray stand. Illustrated is the 
loafers’ lounge which weighs 28 lbs., and the. deluxe chaise 
lounge which weighs 48 lbs. 

Manufacturer: Deeco, Inc., Los Angeles, Calif. 





TIME SWITCH automatically controls radio, heater and 
other electrical appliances. 
The Select-O-Switch automatically turns appliances on or off 
for a pre-selected interval over any 12 hour period. It makes 
possible automatic control of the radio, coffee maker, portable 
heater, roaster or any electrical appliance or combination of 
appliances, rated at 1,650 w. or less. The clock consists of 48 
selection keys placed around an ivory dial, each key control- 
ling a 15 minute operating interval of the 12 hour period. To 
operate, the desired key is pulled out, the clock is plugged into 
a convenience outlet and the appliance to be controlled is 
plugged into an outlet in the back of the clock. The appliance 
is turned on, although it (Continued on page 212) 
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“Packaged” Air Conditioners 


Low-Cost Controlled “Weather” 
for Dentists and Doctors 


Probably in no other place is air conditioning more 
essential than in dentists’ and doctors’ offices. It has 
become so necessary that progressive architects today 
are including it in all plans and specifications for the 
dental and medical professions. 

The ideal equipment is the “Packaged” Air Condi- 
tioner pioneered by Chrysler Airtemp. First of all, 
operating and service costs are amazingly low. These 
“Packaged” Air Conditioners are rugged, engi 

for long life and dependability . . . they contain the 
famous Chrysler Airtemp sealed radial compressor. 


lavet in Your Future—toy U. 
Andre Kestlenets end the maicl 





HEATING e COOLING e REFRIGERATION 


These compact, self-contained air conditioners are 
great space savers and can be easily and quickly 
installed, singly or in multiple. They supply an abun- 
dance of clean, cool, properly-de-humidified and gently 
circulated air. A heating coil can be added for year 
‘round air conditioning. It can be connected to existing - 
hot water, steam or vapor systems, or to a quick- 
heating, automatically-fired Chrysler Airtemp Boiler. 
For details about controlled “Weather”, write Airtemp 
Division of Chrysler Corporation, Dayton 1, Ohio. 
In Canada: Therm-O-Rite Products, Ltd., Toronto. 
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That's the question you’re 
commissioned to answer! 


The restaurant owner is well aware of the part his storefront 
plays in answering the frequent question of where to eat. 

He calls on his architect—to put appeal into his restau- 
rant design. 

It’s not just a matter of today’s competition. He wants a 
front that will be up-to-date for years to come. 

The. Visual Front is modern in every sense of the word. It 
merchandises the interior by providing a sidewalk view of the 
color and charm of the decoration. It permits a view of people 
enjoying: themselves, urges others to come in. It’s always 
“‘open house” with a Visual Front. 

A Visual Front is up-to-date in its use of materials, too. It’s easy 
to keep new-looking, for glass is quick to clean, doesn’t need refin- 
ishing. To save fuel, and to reduce the possibility of condensa- 
tion on the glass, use Thermopane*, the transparent insulating 
unit. For eye-catching color, use Vitrolite* structural glass on the 
bulkhead and facade. And for transparent doors, use Tuf-flex*, 
the tempered glass of unusual strength. 
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Before you design your next front 
—for any type store—vwrite for 
our free Visual Front book. 
Libbey - Owens - Ford Glass Com- 
pany, 3536 Nicholas Building, 
Toledo 3, Ohio. 

*Reg. U.S.-Pat. Off. 
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Eighty-five per cent of all home loans guaranteed by the 
Veteran’s Administration have been made by Savings, 
\ Building and Loan Associations and Co-operative Banks. In 
addition, thousands of homes have been financed for veter- 
‘ans with regular Savings and Loan amortized mortgages. 
Why is this fact important to you? Today, veterans are 
your most important market. And Savings and Loan spe- 
cialists in home financing, as local ‘businessmen, feel they 
have: a special obligation to-help veterans with their home 
financing ' problems. 
But still more important! Leadership in helping veterans 
with their home financing problems is your assurance that 
these institutions will devote the time, energy and patience 
necessary to meet the exacting requirements of your buyers. 
In addition, you get quick, friendly service; maximum Ve. 
loans; the most favorable terms; and personal consideration. 
For home loans, go FIRST to your Savings, Building 
and Loan Association or Co-operative Bank. 


LEADERS IN HOME FINANCING FROM COAST TO COAST 





MEMBER oF THE UNITED STATES SAVINGS AND LOAN LEAGUE 





does not start operation until the clock permits. The timer 
automatically turns on the connected appliance for the indi- 
cated 15 minute’interval. At the end of the operating period, 
the power is automatically turned off unless the next key in a 
clockwise direction is also pulled out. All keys automatically 
return to off-position after use. The clock, enclosed in a 
mottled chestnut plastic case, measures approximately 644 in. 
wide, 5 in. high and 3 in. deep. It is self-starting, has a sealed- 
in-oil mechanism, operates on 60 cycle, 110-125 v. A.C. To 
be available in April, it will sell for $9.95. 

Manufacturer: General Electric Co., 1285 Boston Ave., 
Bridgeport 2, Conn. 


AIR HOSE is strong and supple. 
Wartime developments in rubber hose processing have been 
applied to the new peacetime Emerald Cord Air Hose. Manu- 
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NOW AVAILABLE 


the original inside screens 
that roll up and down 
like a window shade 


Rooscrsens in a house area 


ment for the architect who speci- 
fies them. They help to keep a 
house up-to-date and protect its 
salability over the years. A big 
part of your business is selling 
CONVENIENCE. ROLSCREENS help 
you to do it like no other win- 
dow appurtenance. 


EASY TO INSTALL 


ON ALL TYPES OLD AND NEW WinDOWS 


Doubie-Huag Application Casement Application 








_ regardless of how the machine is ad- 








factured under an exclusive method of bonding cover, carcass | 
and tube together. with greater adhesion-strength than previ- 
ously obtainable, the result is a lighter, more rugged, flexible, 7) 
longer life hose with a thinner wall gauge. Another wartime 
development, super-strong cabled cotton yarn, steps up burst 
strengths, cuts down bulk and is laid at an angle to give © 
greater strength and resistance to shock blows. Emerald 
Cord Air Hose is also oil-resistant, non-porous, seamless, not 7 
affected by lubricants. Manufactured in light, medium and © 
heavy duty types, it provides a wide range of adaptability to || 
various jobs. : 
Manufacturer: Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., Akron, Ohio. 


COMBINATION INSTRUMENT performs the duties of eight. | 
This handy, convenient, plastic letter weigher and combination 
ruler offers many. various uses for the’ architect, draftsman, 
carpenter, engineer or handy man around the house. It may * 
be used as a letter weigher, ruler, magnifying glass, french ~ 
curve, compass, protractor, level or mitre. Boxed as a gift, it — 
is priced at $2.00. 

Manufacturer: Parva Products Co., West Haven 16, Conn. 


RR IO ee 


MAGNESIUM PORTABLE SAW Is versatile and easily ~ 

operated. i 
This magnesium portable 12 in. radial saw, weighing only © 
200 Ibs. complete with frame and 1% h.p. electric motor, ~ 
has a 3 in. by 16 in. crosscut and 20% in. wide ripping capac- 
ity. Its manufacturers state that its simpler operation and | 
all-purpose versatility increases man hour output at the con- | 
struction ‘site, and that it will handle the different kinds of — 
work the heavy radial saws perform. It embodies the principal 
features of the stationary Monarch Uni-Point radial saws, 
including the Uni-Point cutting principle. This permits the ~ 
entire column of the machine to tilt ; 
vertically and to pivot to right of 
left through a horizontal arc so that 

































































justed for a bevel, miter or compound 
miter crosscut angle, the saw blade 
always travels through the guide 
fence and cuts the lumber at the same 
point on the table. Another feature 
of the new saw is its heat-treated, 
hardened-steel safety arm which in- 
sures safety, speed and accuracy. 
When making a cut, the saw assembly 
and arm move forward on steel ball 
bearing self-aligning rollers. Vision 
is unobstructed while cutting and at 
the completion of each cut, the assem- 
bly moves back out of the way leav- 
ing the table clear. Five simple 
adjustments make possible maintenance of permanent ac- 
curacy throughout the machine without the need for expensive 
replacement of parts. Other new speed up and safety features 
include a specially designed saw guard with a telescoping 
undercarriage that keeps the teeth covered all the time, and a 
kick back preventer for ripping, that is positive and cannot 
slip. Corners and edges of the saw are rounded, projections 
are eliminated, and locking levers are within easy reach from 
the front of the machine. Special attachments for notching, 
routing, shaping, dadoing, sanding, boring and many other 
jobs are easily installed and operated with speed and precision. 
Manufacturer: American Saw Mill Machinery Co., Hacketts- 
town, N. J. (Technical Literature, page 216) 
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The Story of the Three Chairs 


Once upon a time there were Three CHAIRS. 
Extraordinarily enough the chairs belonged to 
Three Bears; a little chair for the Little, Small, 
Wee Bear; and a middle-sized chair for the 
Middle Bear; and a great chair for the Great, 
Huge Bear. Unfortunately all three chairs were 
very stiff and straight—chairs that, even in 
those days, only a Bear could bear. 


Nevertheless, everyone has had to put up 
with chairs of pretty much the same sort from 
that day to this, chairs which have produced 
a race of wrigglers and of wigglers given to 
doodling on hardwood surfaces, particularly in 
school. A lot of people came out of these chairs 


mis-shapen and mal-formed for life—and some 
even avoided going to church, through remem- 
bered terrors of hard seating, and sought refuge 
in the movies where the seats were found to 
be much more comfortable. 


Little people were even known to “play 
hookey” from school because it was so ex- 
tremely difficult to make both ends meet the 
rugged demands of higher learning! 

So that our chair story can have a happy 
ending Hagerty has now produced in three 
sizes, a Comfortable, Modern, Laminated, Flexi- 
ble, Adjustable, PLYWOOD Chair. Designed 
primarily for school use, the Three Chairs adjust 


themselves to seat, correctly and comfortably, 
all sorts and sizes of people—little people, 
medium people, big people; people with long 
trunks and short legs, medium trunks and long 
legs, short trunks and medium legs—+tach 
and every kind or variation of people. Since 
Hagerty chairs accommodate motion, they end 
the monotonous strain of inflexible seating, 
they discourage restlessness and wiggling, and 
promote universal good posture, repose and 
concentration. 


Moral: You will want Hagerty chairs in aew 


projects and school modernization. Send today 
for information about models and prices. 


Hagerty Design Pioneers and Innovators Cohasset, Massachusetts 
















Fresening 


OUR BEST PROSPECTS first see your building 

products in the new homes of families they 

respect and like to copy—in new homes such as 
this one owned by TimE-subscriber Rossiter. 

Of course, not all Time readers have homes like 
Mr. Rossiter’s. But by and large the 1,300,000 fam- 
ilies who read TIME are people of prestige and in- 
fluence in business and social life—who set the pace 
in the art of living—in the kind of houses, modern 
or traditional, costly or modest, which are the 
show-room homes of America. 
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LO 
a ‘Tue Subscriber 10-50-ZHR-402-174, A. W. Rossiter, Jr., owns this summer house on the south 
yr shore of Long Island. It was selected by editors of Architectural Forum as one of the 
recently constructed homes most likely to influence new trenda. 





Surveys of test-groups reveal that more than 
300,000 TimeE-families definitely plan to buy or 
build when conditions allow them to. And in the 
homes of families like these, your products will 
be seen by millions of other families who follow 
their lead. 
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. THAT’S WHY THOUSANDS 
NOW DEMAND SERVEL 
GAS REFRIGERATORS 


Thousands of families who ak >with 
noisy, troublesome refrigerators di A ey 
war have made up their minds: When they ~ 
get a new refrigerator, they want  Sérvel. 
For they’ve learned from friends and neigh- * 
bors, the Gas Refrigerator never gets noisy 
. . - gives dependable, low-cost service year 
in and year out. 

Gas Refrigeration’s unmatched perform- 
ance is the result of Servel’s simpler method 
of operation. There are no moving parts in 
its freezing system. A tiny gas flame circu- 
lates the refrigerant that produces constant, 
steady cold and sparkling cubes of ice. 
There’s no machinery to cause noise, wear 
or need costly repairs. And Seryel’s low 
operating cost stays low. These unique ad- 
vantages are good reasons why you can 
recommend Servel with confidence. 


Important: Be sure to provide gas out- 
lets for Servels in your current designs. For %6 
installation data and complete information, 

consult Sweet’s Catalog or write to Servel, 

Inc., Evansville 20, Indiana. 





GAS REFRIGERATOR 





INSULATION. Economics of insulation, Bulletin No. 23, by 
Frank B. Rowley and Richard C. Jordan. University of Minne- 
sota; Institute of Technology, Minneapolis 14, Minn. 70 pp. 6 in, 
t A Gesesied oa “the justification of higher building costs 
brought about by the application of insulation with certain 
expectancy of lowered fuel costs, is based on a research: pro- 
gram whose purpose’ was to show how, within certain calcu- 
lated limits of weather, insulation thickness, heating plants, 
etc., in a specified region, the costs of insulating a house would 
le amortized by yearly fuel savings.- It makes recommenda- 
tions based on the extensive research conducted by the 
University of Minnesota Engineering Experiment Station. 
The many factors involved in the calculations of a dollar-and- 
cents saving are discussed. These factors include heat losses, 
degree days and the estimation of heating requirements, cost 
of application of insulation, savings: through application of 
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“Designers a Builders of Jail and Prison Equipment Since 1 





Our engineers will gladly give architects, builders and penal 
authorities the benefit of many years’ experience in the jail build- 
ing field. Layouts, estimates and coiiplete information on grating 
and plate cells, doors, lock and locking devices, bunks, tables, 
seats and every accessory for new construction or the remodeling 
of old buildings. Stewart Non-Climbable Chain Link Wire Fence 


_» is ideal for jail yards and exercise areas. Full details sent on request.” 


TEWART Iron Worxs Gupany, 


_ 1365 Stewart Block - © Cincinnati 1, Obie 
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insulation, annuity value of yearly fuel savings, amortization 
of insulation cost, savings through reduced heating plant ~* 


costs, effect of cold walls on comfort and insulation economics, 
and summary of procedure for economic analysis of insulation. 
Many tables and charts illustrate the text. 


SCHOOL .GONSTRUCTION. A Brief for the Unit System of 
Designing Schools, 20 pp., 8/2 in. by 11 in. 


The Holmes Unit System of design and construction for school 
buildings is briefly described in this booklet. In this system, 
an H-column, which is the spinal column of the system, carries 
the floor ‘and roof loads, forms exhaust flues for ventilation, 


. space for heating, etc. Thus the 10 ft., 11 ft., or 12 ft. units 


between the columns form- rooms when partitioned off or 
sections provided with heat, ventilation and electric lights. 
Text fully explains what the unit system does, what the con- 
struction system is, and various construction and economic 
features. The Warren S. Holmes Co., Lansing, Mich. 


METAL STAIRS & RAILINGS. Preprint of Stairs-Railings of 
the Architectural Metal Handbook, $2 pp., 8% in. by 10% in. 


Designed to help architects prepare plans and specifications, 
this stairs-railings section of the Architectural Metal Handbook 
offers descriptions and large scale details of various types of 
stairs produced by the architectural metal industry—general 
purpose, service, exit, industrial, apartment, residence, circu- 
lar, entrance, and spiral type stairs. It also includes details 


. of stair platform construction, newels, string sections, treads 
‘arid risers, etc. The section on railings lists the advantages 


of metal railings, and gives details of ornamental, tube, pipe 
and bridge railings. Large size reproductions of the handbook 
pages are ‘also available for use on the drawing board. 
National Association of Ornamental Metal Manufacturers, 
Dept. F, 209 Cedar Ave., Takoma Park, Washington 12, D. C. 


ORSAMERTAL METAL. Julius Blum & Co., Inc., 116 pp., 
85% In. by 111 

A line of woe applicable to the requirements of the 
ornamental and industrial metal working trades is presented 
in this catalog. It includes details, sizes, weights, etc. on a 
collection of ornamental metal products used for railings, 
treillage, mouldings, saddles, ornaments and miscellaneous 
uses. Contents, divided into seven sections, includes—many 
shapes and items in aluminum, bronze or steél for railing 
construction; ornamental double faced castings for grilles, 
balconies, etc.; number of molding designs for numerous ap- 
plications; rolled steel, architectural bronze, and aluminum 
shapes for door sills and elevator saddles; cold drawn and 
hot rolled tubing and shapes; ornaments for fabricators of 
furniture, lighting fixtures, etc. and a miscellaneous section. 
Julius Blum & Co., Inc., 532 West 22nd St., New York. 


CHIMNEYS and FIREPLACES. chimneys ang Fi » Clr. 
cular Series F-7.0, Small Homes Council, Mumford House, 
University of Illinois, Urbana, Ill. 8 pp. 8/2 In. by 11 in. 


This informative booklet gives valuable information on safe, 
efficient fireplace and chimney construction. Correct methods 
of chimney construction are illustrated with cut-away dia- 
grams, and includé a discussion of shapes, sizes and typical 
flue lining applications. Other chimney features covered 
include several types of flue construction, chimney tops, spark 
arrestors, uses and construction of lightweight chimneys, etc. 
Advice on how to prevent fires in chimneys is also given. The 
section devoted to fireplaces lists the essential duties of the 
various fireplace parts, and discusses flue sizes, built-in fire- 
place circulators, new fireplace developments, location of the 
fireplace and necessary accessories. (Continued on page 218) 
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The Centrifugal 


~ 


The centrifugal refrigerating +machine 
pioneered by Carrier has the money-saving 
advantages of a positive, simple, fully 
automatic seal without surface contact 
while in operation. This seal—of revolu- 
tionary Carrier design—saves thousands of 
dollars in refrigerant losses . . . reduces 
corrosion and power loss by keeping out 
moisture and air. 

The passage of refrigerant and air along 
the high-speed shaft is prevented by a 
pressure oil film. ‘This oil holds the seal 
faces apart when the compressor is oper- 
ating, making metal-to-metal contact im- 
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possible. By the elimination of surface 
wear the seal is assured long life and per- 
fect adjustment. Maintenance costs are 
kept at a minimum. 


The dollar-saving Carrier seal—like the 
centrifugal itself—is the product of the 
most experi engineering staff in 
the whole field of air conditioning and 
refrigeration. You can count on Carrier 
centrifugal refrigeration units. They're de- 
signed and built to deliver years of unin- 
terrupted service. That’s been proved by 
25 years’ successful operation. Carrier 
Corporation, Syracuse, N. Y. 


: AIR CONDITIONING 
REFRIGERATION 
INDUSTRIAL HEATING 
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LIGHTING. Ceilings Untimited, 72 pp., 8% in. by 10 in. 


Ceilings Unlimited describes the Miller Fluorescent Troffer 
Lighting System which consists of a continuous wireway 
recessed troffer, a patented hanger assembly and other acces- 
sories. In this system, the hangers attached to the structural 
ceiling are incorporated in the hung ceiling design to provide 
support for the furring of the hung ceiling. Contents of the 
book is divided .into three sections—what the systems look 
like, how they are installed and how they are specified. The 
first section illustrates how Miller Troffer Units may be used 
as the “building blocks” of ceiling lighting. It shows how sim- 

ple arrangements of these units supply light in strips, squares, 
rectangles and irregular shapes. Section two gives complete 
engineering and installation details. It illustrates and de- 


lighting system. Installation data for the various methods, 























M. ae is the name to remem- 
ber when you specify weatherstrips. 
With Monarch, you eliminate “Cold 
Zones” around windows and doors 
...make sure of even temperatures 
less soot, less dirt and lower fuel costs. 


With Monarch, windows and doors 





operate easily. Write for informa- 






tion about Monarch’s latest 


designs, types, materials. 











METAL WEATHERSTRIF 
6331 Etzel Avenue 





CORP 
St. Louis 14, Mo. _ 



















218 The Architectural FORUM March 1946 


scribes the four basic methods of ceiling suspension for the Seheolreom api 


details of the furring hangers, etc. are included. Section three 


gives tables of illumination performance in various size room 


areas for planning installations. It also includes a catalog of 
the different types of hangers, brackets, connectors, end plates, 
channels, reflectors, etc. The Miller Co., Meriden, Conn. 
LIBRARY EQUIPMENT. Greeze Metal Bookstacks Library 
Equipment, 58 pp., 9 in. by 114 In. 
Architects and librarians interested in library planning will 
find a storehouse of valuable information in this comprehensive 
brochure on Breeze metal bookstacks. It includes general 
information on bookstack design and construction, ranges of 
available or recommended sizes, types of shelves, accessories 
and fittings, and data on dimensions to which stacks should 
be laid out for economy in use. Informative chapters are 
titled—The Bracket Stack, Wide-Upright Stacks, Newspaper 
Shelving, Archival and Record Storage Shelving, Multi-Tier 
Construction, Stairs, Stack Area Communications, Accessories, 
Ventilation and Lighting, Bookstack Finishes, Stack Carrel 
and Studies, Wire Enclosures, Standard Dimensions and Basic 
Engineering Data and Determining Depths and Capacities of 
Shelving. Various types of stacks, shelves, construction, etc. 
are illustrated with photographs, diagrams and sections. 
Breeze Corporations, Inc., 41 South Sixth St., Newark 7, N. J. 
BOTTLING EQUIPMENT. Looking Ahead With the Bottling 
Industry, 24 pp., 10¥4'In. by 13% in. 
Prepared primarily to assist bottlers in installing their post- 
war bottling equipment to best advantage, this brochure 
contains helpful information for those concerned with the 
design of bottling plants. Important considerations in plan- 
ning are offered, and a variety of layout plans show basic 
arrangements of equipment for bottling plants of every type 
and size. Crown Cork & Seal Co., Machinery Div., Eastern 
Ave. & Kresson St., Baltimore, Md. 


FILM REVIEW 
SAFETY. it’s Your Home—Pian it Safely. National Safety 
Council, 20 N. Wacker Drive, Chicago, Iif. Price $7.50. 

This film illustrates to prospective home owners ways to 
reduce accidents in the hame by safety planning. Narrated 
by an architect, it points out faulty design of kitchen cabi- 
nets, steps, lighting and other features responsible for the 
32,000 killed in home accidents last year. It recommends win- 
dows that can be cleaned from the inside, steps with normal 
height risers, handrails where there are more than two steps, 
non slip surface in bath tubs and grab bar for support, lights 
at top and bottom of stairs, electrical, plumbing and heating 
services approved by Fire Underwriters and installed accord- 
ing to local building codes. Emphasizing many other helpful 
safety factors, this film with sound can be bought or rented for 
community showings. (Continued on page 220) 
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4 FOR A BETTER INVESTMENT FROM THE START... 
; cost of Stran-Steel framing is low, but gddi- 
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SEMEST Beseensies. Concrete Facts, Master Builders Co., 
id Ave., Cleveland, Ohio. 

pat aig 09% explains the action and benefits of cement 

dispersion and air entrainment, showing how the curability 

of concrete can be increased as much as 500 per cent. Many 

photographs illustrate projects where Pozzolith, the cement 

dispersion agent, has been. employed. 


REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 


Bongav, 212 Sth Ave.,| New York, 


Aweatcan Inpustriat Researcu 

N. ¥. would like to receive in duplicate, catalogs, information; 
prices, etc. on machinery, equipment, and all kinds of manufactured 
articles for Australian subscribers to the Research Services. 
Currrorp ATKINSON, Fig Barclay Bank Ltd., Marble Arch, 556 
Oxford St., London, W. 1. peony ts tatsecy ort bd Fa 
on cast iron porcelain enamel bathroom equipment, building 
material and plumbing equipment for export to Europe. 











WHITE-RODGERS 
Controls Insure COMFORT 

s 

in your buildings 
Heating and air-conditioning in the houses you 
build mean just one thing to the users... HEALTH 
and COMFORT. White-Rodgers controls with their 
high degree of accuracy and dependability can insure 
these vital factors with the equipment you install. It 


will pay you to specify them in your building 
plans. Write for catalog and installation data. 


WHITE-RODGERS ELECTRIC CO. 


ST. LOUNS 6, missouRE 
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Captain Wituam T. Burnie, 599 Humboldt St., Rochester 10, N. Y. 
would like to receive information from house prefabricators. 


Farenps Co., 201 Hennessy Road, Wanchai, Hongkong, China, 
building materials and ene Wee eee See oe 
receive information from building material manufacturers. 

H. W. Hucues, 11 Dunluce: Mansions, Joubert. St., Vereeinging, 
Transvaal, So, Africa, would like‘to receive literature 
refrigerators having vegetable racks incladed in the unit. 


Taro. N. Incaauant, enginer, P. 0. Box 82, Wilmington, N. C4 
prefabricated houses, 


would like to receive information 


Lotue thei. chide'S Gina s0-Sen nae ae al q 
ton, IIL, would like to receive catalogs and information on plumbing. 


Gorpon A. Nrevernauser, 178 Wedgewood Ave., Cincinnati 17, 
Ohio, would like to receive information on prefabricated houses 
and literature on construction equipment and products. 


S. Novick, engineering student, 264 E. Broadway, New York 2, 
N. Y., is preparing a study 


mation or comments. 


REQUESTS FOR LITERATURE 


Joserx N. Boaz, architect, First National Building, Oklahoma 
City, Okla. 


Gorpon F, Burx, general contracting and engineering, 2691 King 
St., Denver, Colo. 


Burns & Saw Construction Co., home alteration contractors, ~ 


Merrick Rd. at Liberty Ave., Jamaica 10, N. Y. 
G. Mattory Coins, architect, Highland Park Village, Dallas, Tex. 


S. H. Crocust, architect & engineeer, 1624 Gen. Taylor St., New 
Orleans 15, La. 


Lorrn Curtis, P. O. Box 310, Carson City, Nev. 

Lzo L. Fiscuer, architect, 17 Academy St., Newark 2, N. J. 
Unricu J. Franzen, architect, 63 West Cedar St., Boston, Mass. 
Rosert Giassenc, architect, 25 Chen Blv., Tel Aviv, Palestine. 
Louts Harxorr, architect, 356 W. 22nd St., New York, N. Y. 
Jones & Hunter, architects, 2049 Broadway, Boulder, Colo. 


Lt. Commanver Paut E. Kouter, Jr., 253 Worth Ave., Palm Beach, 
Fla. 


E. Georce Lavino, architect, Lantern Lane, Penllyn, Pa. 

Samvet A. Lieserson, architect, 356 Fulton St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Dasney Lipscoms, architect, P. O. Box 308, Longview, Tex. 
—" M. Matrtuews, Bride Hill, Hampton-Exeter Rd., Hampton, 


McCook & Botton, architects, Lake Charles, La. 

Tuomas F. McNutry, Sth yr. Arch. Student, N.A.S. Box 12, Engr. 
Dept., Miami, Fla. 

Georc Mopsesxa, design & decoration, Box 2368, Carmel-By-The- 
Sea, Calif. 

Gusert Mum & Son, architects, 809 Park St., McKeesport, Pa. 
Bryan W. Noten, architect, Key Building, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Wayne Porter, industrial design, Administration Bldg., Municipal 
Airport, Wichita, Kan. 


Cugerp L. Rernotps, designer & builder, 4828 Fairview Ave., 
St. Louis 16, Mo. 


Cant E. RremenscHnewer, architect, 2659 N. 27th st., Milwaukee 10, 
Wis. 


Wriuiam Sainperman, architect, 805 Kales Bldg, 76 W. Adams 
St., Detroit 26, Mich. 


Muton B. Weissman, architect, 164 ‘teases St., Brooklyn 2, 
N., Y. 

West Construction & Appuiance Co., Pepper Bldg., P. O. Box 
1119, Winston-Salem 1, N. C. 

Wick, Hucers & Scott, architects, Spalding Bldg., Portland 4, Ore. 
Rosert Notp Yooer, architect, 19 Farview Drive, Brecksville, Ohio. 


and data on 


on methods for the structural analysis of 9% - 
small house construction, and would like to receive technical infor- ~ 
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Thave sein, base tes wee,"sos Wesson Slt iaesscale a aan 
for important public buildings (but a few smart architects did brilliant things 
in homes with it), — 


Today—with the resumption of manufacture—Kencork becomes something new, 


something newly important—in any home. 
Architects—alert to new uses for trusted favorites—are discovering that the 
qualities which make Kencork ideal for museums, churches, executive offices, 
clube—are the very qualities a man wants in his home flooring. 
Kencork’s impressive tones of golden tans and nutty 
browns, for instance. Kencork’s noise-deadening, shock- 
absorbing qualities. Its easy feel under foot. Its resis- 
tance to moisture and assurance of safe walking! 


Already, Kencork is appearing on the floors of bedrooms, nurseries, bathrooms. 
Already, forward-looking prospective home owners are asking about Kencork’s 
place in their homes. And progressive stores are setting up display rooms showing 
Kencork’s wonderful decorative value in homes. 


In keeping with this trend, we’re bringing the Kencork story to the 
attention of your clients—through full color, full page ads in 
American Home, House & Garden. We're telling 

about Kencork’s place in modern living. 

May we tell you, too? A handsomely 

illustrated, factual folder on 

Kencork is yours for the 

asking. Get it today. 


; eo . 
WHY KENCORK IN THE 


HOME? 


ions falls, keeps dry. 

In bedrooms 
Kencork’s rich tones of leafy 
tans and nutty browns add dis- 
tinction to any decor; proves 
warm in winter, cool in summer. 

In the Bathroom 
Kencork is warm to bare feet, 
non-slippery, resists moisture. 
Kencork is ALL cork—with all 
of cork’s natural insulating 
Available in. various size tiles 
with Factory Waxed finish. 


DAVID: £&. KRENNEDY, INC. 


69 SECOND AVENUE, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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¢ ICE CANS AND AIR FITTINGS 


2 


+ ACCESSORIES AND SUPPLIES 4 

+ VALVES AND FITTINGS 
+ COLD STORAGE DOORS ‘ 
+ TABLES AND DATA ; 
+ RENEWAL PARTS 









LL THE essential information you need for placing aneffi-  - York keeps it up to date for you by issuing new pages which 






ciently handled order is in the“’York Catalog of Accesso-. - can be inserted in a “jiffy.” It’s yours for the asking. Just : 
ries and Supplies.” Sizes, weights, performance data,mechan- drop us.a note on your letterhead today. z 
ical drawings, descriptions, net prices—all are included. York Corporation, York, Pennsylvania. 4 


Here are just a few more subjects you find in its eaxy-to-locate sections: expansion valves, brine testing 
sets, thermostats, relief valves, welding flanges, copper tubing, V-belts, leak detectors, and door gaskets. 
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Ture TYPES of building wire are authorized under the new Electrical 
Code. Theseare: 


R—Used by the Industry since its inception. The copper conductor has a 
Code rubber insulation and fibrous overall cover. 


T—A copper conductor with VINYLITE (a synthetic compound) insulation. 


RU—The classification under which LAYTEX now falls. This type has a 
copper conductor, natural rubber insulation and fibrous cover. 


The charts above show the wide margin by which LAYTEX leads in physical 
and electrical qualities. This is America’s lightest weight, smallest diameter, 
; a natural rubber ‘covered wire. Now available without restriction. 


UNITED STATES RUBBER COMPANY 


1230 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS « ROCKEFELLER CENTER ~ NEW YORK 20, N.Y. 












HEADQUARTERS FOR 
STEEL BUILDING PRODUCTS 


_ AND ENGINEERING SERVICE 


For Airport 
Construction 











‘Truscon is the only single source from which you can secure so many 
major steel building. nécessities . . : together with such capable, 
All Truscon Steel Company products are “made under one toof”, 
under the same capable supervision. When you deal with Truscon, 
you concentrate at one point all the responsibility for the value and 
performance of the materials you specify. Your clients are assured 
of better, faster service; they save time and mioney; they can depend 
upon quick attention to additional requirements as they arise. 


‘Truscon engineers are especially trained to help solve airport 
design problems. Their experience is broad and varied—it will be 
of benefit to you in many ways. 


Take advantage of this important, valuable combination of services, 
to help you attain high standards of ear de in ‘the design and 
operation of your structures. 


TRUSCON STEEL COMPANY + YOUNGSTOWN 1, OHIO 
Subsidiary of Republic Steel Corporation. 


Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 
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STRADDLE STANDS 
and Special Units 











ng Co 


4610-20 W. 21st Street, Chicago 50, Iilinols 





Ceco Steel Products Corporation 
The 


tip ereececescees 


Edison General Electric Appliance Company, Inc. 
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[ BEST DEVICES COMPANY |. 


10516 Western Avenue e Cleveland, Ohio 
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The picture above shows the kind of 
attractive and ingenious layout most 
prospective home builders are planning 
as recreation rooms in their new homes. 
And if you have something of the same 


sort in mind, we'll tell you how your _ 


plans can provide such a room on 
mighty attractive terms: plan to heat 
with Bituminous Coal when you build 
or remodel your home. Then you can 
have a “Bonus Basement”—furnished 
and paid for in only a few years’ time 
by the substantial savings that come 
from using this most economical and 
dependable of all home-heating ‘fuels! 

Into the bargain, you'll also find 
Bituminous Coal gives the steadiest, 


Be sure the Ailes for 
pour home make possible @ 
Bonus Basement 


most uniform heat. And, when burned 
in one of the marvelously efficient new 
stokers, it becomes an “automatic” fuel 
—even to the point of ash removall 
Clean, quiet, odorless, smokeless! 
Better than 4 out of every 7 homes 
in the U. S. heat with coal. Let it work 
for you, as it does for over 18 million 
home-owners. And let it also buy you a 
“Bonus Basement.” For information and 
helpful suggestions, take advantage of 
the special offer described opposite. 
Then talk it over with your architect or 


builder. 


Brruminous Coat InstrruTe 
60 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 


ARCHITECT: FREDERICK W. STRITZEL, Sy 
COLUMBUS, OHIO eZ 


SPECIAL OFFER! The “Bonus 

Basement” shown above was 

modeled from one of 20 architects’ plans for an 
ideal basement of a modest home. All 20 designs 
—showing basement and upper floor plans—have 
been reproduced in a helpful and informative 
book. While the edition lasts, we will send you a 
copy for the special price of only 10¢ postpaid. 
Mail your request to the address printed below. 


A WORD TO THE WISE! Most houses are now de- 
signed to permit the use of Bituminous Coal. Be 
sure you can have the advantages of this low-cost, 
dependable fuel in your new home. A little care 
in planning for coal storage and a chimney flue of 
normal size will assure that you can enjoy the 
health, comfort and dependability that only mod- 
ern coal heat can give you. And it will also assure 
you of economical heating for the life of your 
house, because this country’s.3,000-year coal sup- 
ply makes certain that shrinking reserves will not 
force coal prices upward. 


FOR ECONOMY, DEPENDABILITY, AND HEALTHFUL HEAT... YOU CAN’T BEAT BITUMINOUS COAL 
(This is one of a series of advertisements now appearing in home-makers’ magazines) 


228 The Architectural FORUM March 1946 





requires good > 
plumbing fixtures 


? 
¢ 


and ELJER makes Quality Plumbing Fixtures 


for every need re a 


ELJER CO 





Free, easy operation in all weathers. and all climates i is insured iby the 
expert engineering and superior radierials of The "OVERHEAD DOOR’. 
The ideal opening action is provided by the exclusive, Patented fea- 
ture, the Miracle Wedge, with inclined vertical ivbacké, This quality 
door is constructed of clear, edge-grained Sitka spruce, stronger than 
steel of sequal weight. ~ Built asa complete ‘unit for any “size 
opening in all ‘residential, commercial, . and industrial structures, 
The “OVERHEAD DOOR’ may be dopghited upon for fast, efficient 


service year in and year out. 


in SBS 


TRACKS AND HARDWARE OF SALT sonny $8 








